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Abstract

The objective of this project is to examine the socio-cultural impacts of tourism on
residents who live in the neighborhood of the Icelandic tourist areas, Lonsoraefi
and Landmannalaugar. The research consisted of investigating the attitude of the
residents towards the development in tourism in their community, and towards the
tourists who visit their inhabited area. The findings for each research area were
compared in order to enable a better understanding of the results and to discover if

tourism is having more impacts on one area than the other.

According to the results of this research, it is possible to reason that tourism isn’t
having negative socio-cultural impacts on the residents in the neighborhood of
Lonsoraefi and Landmannalaugar. The residents’ attitude towards foreign tourists
is overall good but domestic travelers seem to be less desirable as customers. The
residents’ attitude towards the development of tourism in their inhabited area is in
most cases good. The majority of the residents find that the present level of
tourism development is fitting as it is. However, they seem to use the leisure
activity, offered to the tourists, sparingly; and many think it is because there is no
space for them alongside the tourists. Incomes and employment opportunities are
the things that the residents consider to be the major profit of tourism. Most of

them think tourism doesn’t have any disadvantages for their community.

The findings imply that residents who work in the tourism industry are more
aware of the impacts of tourism, than residents that do not work in the tourism

industry. Most of the residents have seldom communication with foreign travelers.

The regards do not suggest at all that impacts of tourism are any different from

one research area to another.
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Utdrattur

Vidfangsefni pessa verkefnis var ad rannsaka félags- og menningarleg ahrif
ferdamennsku 4 heimamenn i néagrenni ferdamannastadanna Lonsorefa og
Landmannalauga. Rannsoknin folst i pvi ad kanna vidhorf heimamanna til
uppbyggingar ferdapjonustu i sinni heimabyggd og til peirra ferdamanna sem
pangad sxkja. Nidurstodur fra hvoru rannsdknarsvadi voru bornar saman til ad
geta attad sig betur 4 nidurstodum og til ad fa visbendingar um pad hvort

fer0amennska hafi meiri ahrif 4 60ru svaedinu en hinu.

Af nidurstodum rannsoOknarinnar mé alykta ad ferdamennska sé almennt ekki farin
ad hafa neikvaed félags- og menningarleg ahrif & heimamenn i nagrenni Lonsorefa
og Landmannalauga. Vidhorf heimamanna til erlendra ferdamanna er almennt
mjog gott en islenskir ferdamenn fa aftur 4 moti mun verri doma medal
heimamanna 4 badum rannsoknarsvedum. Vidhorf heimamanna til uppbyggingar
ferdapjonustu i sinu byggdarlagi er jakveatt ad mestu leyti. Flestir telja umfang
ferdapjonustunnar vera matulegt eins og pad er i dag. Heimamenn virdast litid
nota sér pa afpreyingu sem svaedid bydur upp 4 og tdldu margir asteduna vera
plassleysi. Tekjur og aukin atvinnutekiferi telja heimamenn 4 badum svedum
vera adal avinning svadisins af ferdapjonustu. Meirihluti heimamanna telja

ferdapjonustu & svaedinu ekki hafa okosti i for med sér.

Nidurstodur rannsdknarinnar syna ad heimamenn sem starfa vid ferdapjonustu eru
medvitadri um ahrif ferdamennsku heldur en peir sem ekki starfa vid
ferdapjonustu. Meirihluti heimamanna hafa mjog sjaldan samskipti vid erlenda

fer0amenn.

Nidurstodur rannsOknarinnar gefa ekki til kynna ad marktekur munur sé &

ahrifum ferdamennsku 4 heimamenn i ndgrenni Lonsorafa og Landmannalauga.
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