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Abstract

The Héradsskogar project is an afforestation project in eastern Iceland. It was
founded by governmental legislation no. 32/1991 and calls for the financial
backing of farmers who wish to participate in afforestation. The aim is to
strengthen rural development, specifically population and employment, in four

communities in the Fljotsdalshérad area.

The study was undertaken to estimate the local economic impact of the project in
the period since its beginning. Several factors suggest the project is affecting

population and employment development positively.

In macroeconomic terms, the project is capable of having some impact. The
calculated multiplier effect of increased aggregate demand shows that the total
effect on GRP may amount to as much as 2%, caused by the inflow of capital

from the afforestation project.

Agriculture in the Fljotsdalshérad area shows less decline than that in the control

area, and participating farmers are content with their decision.

The direct effect of the project on employment is to create around 20 full-time

jobs.

The conclusion of this study is: The project has a positive marginal effect for the
participants. Therefore, it makes the area less prone to the trend of declining
participation in agriculture, evident in wide areas across the country. Hence, the

project is fulfilling the goals set forth in the legislation by which it was founded.
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Utdrattur

Héradsskogar eru eitt hinna landshlutabundnu skégraektarverkefna og starfa
samkvemt 16gum nr. 32/1991. Tilgangur verkefnisins er ad stydja eigendur
logbyla 1 sveitarfélogunum Austur-Héradi, Nordur-Héradi, Fellahreppi og
Fljotsdalshreppi til skograektar.

Rannsoknin sem hér er 1yst var gerd til ad meta efnahagsleg ahrif Héradsskoga
fyrir pau sveitarfélog sem tilheyra verkefnissvaedinu. Leitast var vid ad greina
hvort verkefnid hefdi nad peim markmidum sem pvi eru sett i I6gunum, ad treysta

byggd og efla atvinnulif & Héradi.

Til ad meta umfang skograktarinnar i hagkerfi Hérads var unnid pjédhagsuppgjor
fyrir sveedid. Uppgjor petta var unnid at fra adferd framleidsluuppgjors sem er ein
priggja leida til ad meta framleidslu hagkerfis. Samkvamt uppgjérinu var verg

landsframleidsla svadisins 4 arunum 1997 til 2000 4,5 til 5,5 miljardar kréna, sem

er 1 fullu samraemi vid hlut svaedisins i ibuafjolda landsins.

Einnig var leitast vid ad greina svadisbundin veltudhrif peirra fjdrmuna sem rikid
ver til verkefnisins. Til ad meta pau ahrif var reiknadur margféldunarstudull sem
segir til um margfeldisahrif pau sem aukin eftirspurn veldur. Pessi studull bendir
til ad 4 arunum 1997 til 2000 hafi framlog rikisins arlega valdid 75 til 100
milljona krona aukningu 4 vergri landsframleidslu svaedisins, sé midad vid verdlag

arsins 2000.

[ samanburdi Héradssvadisins og Dalasyslu kom fram ad byggda- og
atvinnuroskun hefur verid mun minni & Héradssvaedinu. Fyrir pvi geta po verid
fleiri asteedur en skograktin. Vidhorfskonnun sem gerd var arid 1998 bendir
otvireett til ad fjarmagn sem rennur sem vinnulaun til patttakenda i verkefninu hafi
jékvaeo jadarahrif. Draga ma pa alyktun ad moguleikinn 4 skograkt sem
tekjugjafa fyrir bendur 4 svedinu dragi ar likum & byggdafldtta. bvi ma segja ad

sem byggoaverkefni sé pad ad na peim markmidum sem pvi eru sett.
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