Utdrattur

bessi ritgerd er unnin sem lokaverkefni til B.Ed.-profs vid kennaradeild Haskolans a
Akureyri. Tilgangurinn var ad leita fredilegrar vitneskju um lesblindu dsamt pvi ad
kynnast sérstaklega kenningu og adferd Ronald D. Davis. Sagt verdur fra athugun sem
hofundar gerdu & dhrifum Davis-adferdarinnar i kennslustofunni.

Lesblinda hefur verid mikid i umraedunni undanfarin ar og vakid bedi almenning
og kennara til umhugsunar um pau ahrif sem hun kann ad hafa 4 einstaklinga. Margar
hugmyndir um orsakir lesblindu hafa litid dagsins ljos en pad hefur reynst
visindaménnum erfitt ad koma sér saman um skilgreiningu 4 henni og hefur pad enn
ekki tekist. Sumir telja orsokina vera skemmd eda afbrigdilega starfsemi i heila &
medan adrir, p.m.t. Davis, halda pvi fram ad lesblindir hugsi 60ruvisi, eda i myndum.
Hann kys a0 lita & slika hugsun sem hefileika sem um leid veldur lesblindum
erfidleikum vid ad tileinka sér lestur og skrift. Hugmyndafraedi Davis er frabrugdin
pvi sem adur hefur verid sett fram og vakti pad dhuga hofunda. Af peirri astedu potti
ahugavert ad lita ndnar 4 hana og verda henni gerd itarleg skil i verkefninu. Einnig
verdur fjallad um kenningar nokkurra annarra fredimanna.

Greint verdur fra nidurstddum athugunarinnar sem gerd var medal kennara sem
hafa fengid pjalfun i Davis-adferdinni og beitt henni i kennslustofunni. 1 1j6s kom ad
kennarar eru jakveedir i gard adferdarinnar, peir telja hana hafa jakvaed ahrif 4
einbeitingu nemenda, aga i kennslustofunni og namsarangur. bar sem turtakid var 1itid
og adferdin er svo ny af nalinni hérlendis ber po ad taka nidurstodur athugunarinnar
med akvednum fyrirvara og lita frekar 4 par sem visbendingar sem gefa tilefni til
frekari rannsokna.
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Abstract

This piece of writing is composed as final dissertation for the degree of B.Ed. from
the Faculty of Education at the University of Akureyri. The aim of the work is to seek
theoretical knowledge on dyslexia as well as focusing particularly on the theories and
methods of Ronald D. Davis. The work also includes details of a research project
carried out by the authors with regard to the effect of Davis’s method when applied in
the classroom.

Dyslexia has been a prominent topic of discussion in recent years, having
stimulated debate among the public as well as among teachers with regard to the
impact it may have on individuals. Many theories as to the causes of dyslexia have
seen the light of day; scientists, however, have found it hard to agree on its definition,
a problem which still remains to be solved. Some think dyslexia is caused by damage
to the brain or its abnormal operation, while others, including Davis, maintain that
dyslexics think differently, i.e. in pictorial images. He prefers to regard such thought
as a special ability which, at the same time, causes problems to the dyslexic with
regard to reading and writing. Davis’s methodology differs from previous
explanations and this attracted the authors’ attention. For this reason, it was regarded
as a matter of special interest to study the methodology in more detail and the
dissertation contains the results of this study. The theories of a few other scientists are
also outlined.

The outcome of the authors’ own research project is also presented. The project
was conducted among teachers who have been trained in Davis’s method and have
used it in the classroom. It was discovered that the teachers have a positive attitude
towards the method, believing it to have a beneficial effect on the students’
concentration, classroom discipline and success in studies. As the sample was but a
small one, however, and the method is quite new in Iceland, the conclusions of the
project should be taken with a grain of salt and preferably regarded as indications that
may give occasion to further research.
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