Utdrattur

Ahugavert er ad skoda hvort skrif Fréttabladsins og Morgunbladsins voru
flokkspolitisk eda hvort dnnur sjonarmid stjérnudu alyktunum peirra 4 arabilinu 2003
- 2005. Til pess ad komast ad nidurstodu eru Fréttabladid og Morgunbladid borin
saman vid islensk dagblod hluta pess tima pegar pau voru i eigu stjérnmalaflokka eda
natengd peim. Skodud eru fréttaskrif, leidaraskrif, greinaskrif og myndnotkun
bladanna.

{ skrifum, bj6dviljanns, Timans, Alpydubladsins og Morgunbladsins var talad
fyrir stefnum stjornmalaflokka opinberlega og adrir flokkar gagnryndir. Eftir 1996
var adeins eitt peirra, Morgunbladid, enn vid 1idi. Eftir aldamotin 2000 kom fram nytt
dagblad, Fréttabladid, svo kallad friblad, sem skommu sidar vard hluti af nyrri
fjolmidlasamsteypu. Innan tidar hofust deilur um hver eignarhlutur 1
fjolmidlafyrirteekjum meetti vera. Fram kom krafa um fj6lmidlaldg st krafa hafoi
politiskar afleidingar sem birtust i skrifum bladanna. B&di bl6din héldu fram malstad
annadhvort med eda a moti fjolmidlalogum og fylgdu politiskum linum. Fréttabladid
var sakad um ad ganga erinda eiganda sinna og stydja stjornarandstdduna 4 medan
skrif Morgunbladsins voru s6gd fylgja rikisstjorn landsins ad malum. Eftir ad forseti
fslands neitadi ad sampykkja fjolmidlalogin studdi Fréttabladid pa akvordun en
Morgunbladid gagnryndi hana. Sumarid 2004 var gengio til forsetakosninga i peim
mealti Morgunbladid gegn forsetanum 4 medan Fréttabladid studdi hann. Haustid
2005 birti Fréttabladid fréttir um meinta adkomu ritstjora Morgunbladsins, og fleiri,
ad dkeru & hendur einu af sterstu fyrirtekjum landsins og jafnframt einum af
adaleigendum peirra fjolmidlasamsteypu sem Fréttabladid er hluti af.
Stjornmalaflokkar toku patt i deilunum og saman blandadist politik, fjolmidlalog,
forsetakosningar og meint 6heidarleg notkun & fjolmidlum.

{ 1j6s kemur ad i Fréttabladinu og Morgunbladinu ma greina pélitiska afstodu
med dkvednum stjornmalaflokkum. Margt er likt med dherslum peirra og 4 timum
flokksbladanna. Ekki er po hagt ad segja akvedid ad pau eda annadhvort peirra midi

skrif sin vid eigendur sina.
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Abstract

It is worthy of consideration whether the writing of Morgunbladid and
Frettabladid was connected to political parties or if other issues were at stake
form 2003 — 2005. To answer this those two newspapers will be compared with
Icelandic newspapers in the period of the country’s history

when the four main newspapers were considered political newspapers. This

will be done by looking at leaders, articles, and the use of pictures.

Three Icelandic newspapers in the 20th century Thjodviljinn, Althydubladid and
Timinn were owned by political parties. The fourth one Morgunbladid was
privately owned but was clearly connected with a political party.

After 1996 only Morgunbladid was left on the market. Shortly after 2000 a new
daily newspaper Frettabladid began its free distribution. A short time later it
merged with a big media organisation, which started discussions about the
ownership of media companies and a new media law was put before Parliament.
Frettabladid wrote against the new law, Morgunbladid supported it. When the
president of Iceland did not ratify the new law, Morgunbladid criticized his
decision but Frettabladid supported him. In the 2004 presidential elections,
Frettabladid favoured the president’s view but Morgunbladid opposed it. In the
autumn of 2005 Frettabladid printed a couple of news stories which hinted at the
involvement of the editor in chief of Morgunbladid, in starting a lawsuit against
one of the prime owners of a media group that Frettabladid belongd to. This
started a heated debate between the newspapers where Frettabladid was accused
of writing on behalf of their owners. Political parties took part in this debate and
such issues as politics, media law, presidential elections, and dishonest use of
media was widely mentioned. In Morgunbladid and Frettabladid some things are
similar to the old political newspapers. It is not possible to determine if both or

either of them base their writing on the policy of their owners.
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