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Abstract

This thesis is centred on “The Grand Inquisitor”, a classic chapter from The Brothers
Karamazov. It combines the philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche with the existential
insights of Fyodor Dostoevsky, for the purpose of outlining an existential concept of
forgiveness. 1 define forgiveness as the emancipation of consciousness from the spirit
of resentment and revenge.

I outline the problems of freedom, ideology and responsibility as the Grand
Inquisitor portrays them, and analyse these problems in accordance with
interconnected themes addressed in Nietzsche’s writings, drawing mainly from
Human all too Human, Beyond Good and Evil, The Genealogy of Morals, Ecce Homo
and Twilight of the Idols. 1 employ Nietzsche's perspectivism for the purpose of
unveiling the psychological drives and motives that lurk behind the Inquisitor’s elitist
argument, and examine the existential meaning of these drives and motives in light of
Nietzsche's ‘Error of Imaginary Causes’, the ‘Error of Free Will” and his concept of
‘Resentment’, drawing a comparison between the Inquisitor and Nietzsche’s ‘ascetic
priest’.

In conclusion I outline the psychological and existential meaning of
Nietzsche's ‘Eternal Return’ and ‘Amor fati’, and apply that meaning to the
exhortations of the Inquisitor's antitype, the elder Zozima, and thereby describe a
mode of consciousness that is free from resentment and revenge—a perspective of

forgiveness.



Agrip

bessi ritgerd fjallar um kaflann ,,Rannséknardomarinn mikli“ ur skaldsogunni
Karamazov Breedurnir. 1 ritgerdinni er heimspeki Nietzsche samtvinnud innsei
Dostoévski 1 peim tilgangi ad greina akvedna tilvistarafstodu, sem ad lokum er teflt
fram til grundvallar fyrirgefningu. Fyrirgefning er hér skilgreind sem frelsun
mannlegrar vitundar undan alogum gremju og hefndargirni.

[ einr@du sinni fjallar rannsoknardémarinn um frelsi, hugmyndafradi og
abyrgd. Skilningur hans 4 pessum hugtokum er greindur i 1j6si heimspeki Nietzsche,
en helst er studst vid ritin Mannlegt alltof mannlegt, Handan gods og ills, Af
sifjafreedi  sidferdisins, Ecce homo og Kvold hjagudanna. Sjonarhornshyggju
Nietzsche er beitt til ad afhjupa per hvatir, kenndir og langanir sem leynast ad baki
rokvisi rannsoknardomarans. Su lifsafstada sem pessar hvatir og kenndir endurspegla
er sidan greind i samraemi vid hugmyndir Nietzsche um gremju, villuna um
imyndadar orsakir og villuna um frjalsan vilja. A0 pvi loknu er rannsdéknardémarinn
borinn saman vid meinlataprest Nietzsche.

Ritgerdinni lykur & greiningu & hugtékunum Amor fati og Eilif endurtekning,
og lysingu & peirri tilvistarafstodu sem pessi hugtok framkalla. St afstada er borin
saman vid speki munksins Zdsima, sem er gagnsetning rannsoéknardémarans holdi
kleedd. Par med er lyst medvitundarstigi sem hefur losnad undan gremju og

hefndargirni.
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