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Abstract

The race for resources in the Arctic plays a huge role in the rapid changes in the
political, economic and cultural environment. Industrial development and the unfair
manipulation of resources are having a direct impact on the traditional livelihoods of the
Indigenous peoples. The rights of Arctic Indigenous peoples are being disregarded and
the prospect of monetary payments connected to resource exploitation seems to
control government actions in many ways. In addition, the welfare states seem to be
slowly shifting towards the modern ways of competition states. Wellbeing, human rights
and cultural heritage tend to score low on the spectrum of priorities vis-a-vis the horn of
plenty, which has resulted in a scramble for natural resources or in some cases a race
between states. Are states truly playing welfare games?

In order to get a better grasp of the issues concerning the Arctic region, we must
ask ourselves some pertinent questions such as: what rights do Indigenous populations
have in all this? And what are the costs we are willing to pay in our endeavor to tap into
their natural resources, both renewable and non-renewable? Perhaps it is time to take a
look at the actions of the government to see if decisions concerning Arctic resources are
based purely on economic growth of the few rather than the people’s wellbeing. Is the
concept of a ,competition state” more immediate than initially though and are the

Arctic people ready to comply with it?



Agrip

Kapphlaupid ad audlindum Nordursléda spilar stort hlutverk pegar kemur ad breytingum
a politisku, efnahagslegu og menningarlegu umhverfi svaedisins. [dnpréun og ésanngjorn
medferd audlindanna hafa bein ahrif 4 hefdbundid lifsvidurveeri frumbyggja
Nordursléda. Réttindi peirra frumbyggja eru snidgengin og mogulegur efnahagslegur
agodi, tengdur nytingu audlindanna, virdist stjérna gjordum stjérnvalda ad morgu leyti
og velferdarrikid virdist vera ad proast haegt yfir i samkeppnisriki natimans.
Vellidan, réttindi og menningarleg arfleifd virdist vera aftarlega i forgangsrédun pegar
kemur ad gnaegtarhorninu sem hefur leitt af sér audlindakapphlaupid - og i sumum
tilvikum jafnvel kapphlaup milli rikja. Spila riki ,,velferdarleiki“?
Pad er 6mogulegt ad reeda malefni Nordursléda an pess ad velta upp spurningunni; hver
eru réttindi frumbyggja 4 Nordurslédum i pessu 6llu? Hverju erum vid tibuin ad férna
fyrir adgang ad audlindum peirra, baedi endurnyjanlegum og éendurnyjanlegum?
Kannski er kominn timi til ad skoda gjordir stjérnvalda til ad sja hvort dkvardanir
beirra tengdar audlindum Nordurslédanna séu einungis byggdar 8 efnahagslegum grdda
farra manna, eda velferd heildarinnar. Er hugtakid um ,,samkeppnisriki“ naer okkur en

vid upphaflega toldum og eru ibuar Nordursléda tilbudnir ad maeta pvi?
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