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Yfirlysingar

Eg 1ysi hér med yfir ad ég ein er hofundur pessa verkefnis og pad er afrakstur eigin
rannsokna.

Asta Julia Adalsteinsdottir

bag stadfestist hér med ad lokaverkefni petta fullnsegir ad minum doémi krofum til B.A.-
profs 1 Hug- og félagsvisindadeild.

Jon Haukur Ingimundarson
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Agrip

fslenska baendasamfélagid er gamalgroid og getur pad reynst erfitt fyrir einstaklinga med
nyja og ferska syn ad koma inn i pad og «tla sér ad breyta til. { pessari ritgerd hefur verid
leitast eftir ad skoda adstedur, reynslu og vidhorf ungra baenda a fslandi hvad vardar
samfélagslega og efnahagslega stodu peirra. Leitast er eftir svorum vid pvi hvers vegna
einstaklingar taka pa akvordun ad bua i sveit og hvernig peir upplifa ad vera ungir
bandur. Verkefnid felur i sér eigindlega frumrannsokn og byggir 4 vidtélum vid fimm
ung benda por. Rannsakandi skilgreinir ungan bonda sem einstakling undir fertugu sem
hefur ekki stundad buskap lengur en tiu ar. I fyrsta kafla er skodud aldur- og kynjahlutfoll
i strjalbyli {slands. Einnig er farid i gegnum fjolda einstaklinga og kynjaskiptingu i
Bandasamtokum [slands. { kafla tvé er skodud nylidun i landbiinadi at fra saudfjarrakt
og mjolkurframleidslu. 1 kafla prju er gerd grein fyrir nidurstodum
vidtalsrannsoknarinnar. Gengid er ut fra tveimur megin spurningum, hvers vegna byrdu i
sveit? og hvernig er ad vera ungur bondi? I fjorda kafla er umreeda og lokaord.
Vidtalsrannsoknin leiddi 1 [jos ad margir einstaklingar hafa lent i neikvaedu vidhorfi eda
umtali pegar peir koma inn i bandasamfélagid. Ekki er alltaf borin virding fyrir
breytingum peirra 4 vinnuhattum. Vidmelendurnir ségdu erfitt ad taka fyrstu skrefin i
buskap, pa sérstaklega hvad vardar fjarmognun. Erfitt veeri ad fa lan fyrir framleidslu sem
gaefi 1iti0 af sér. bratt fyrir pa vissu ad vinnan myndi &tid vera strit voru vidmaelendur
bjartsynir 4 framtidina og tilbunir ad takast & vid ny verkefni.

Abstract

The Icelandic agricultural community is resilient and deeply rooted and it can be difficult
for individuals to introduce novel ideas and practices while taking their first steps as
farmers. This thesis focuses on the circumstances, experiences and perspectives of young
farmers in Iceland as concerns their social and economic status and condition. Attempts
are made at understanding why individuals decide to become a farmer and how they
experience life as a young farmer, defined as a person who is younger than forty and has
not been a farmer for more than ten years. The thesis is based on qualitative in-depth
interviews with five young farmer couples. The first chapter is theoretical and portrays
the age and gender structures in rural Iceland as well as the membership in the Farmers
Association of Iceland. Chapter two focuses on recruitment in agriculture, especially
among sheep-farmers and in milk production. Chapter three presents the results from the
interviews that were based on the two main open-ended questions: Why do you live on a
farm and how is it to be a young farmer? Chapter four consists of overall discussion and
the author’s final conclusions. The interview findings show that many individuals have
difficulty taking their first steps in agriculture. They frequently experience a lack of
respect for their work, and some feel that people talk about them negatively or view them
with suspicion. All interviewees agree that it is hard to start out in farming. It is difficult
to get a loan for a production which is not profitable. Despite them knowing that they
must work hard, the young farmers are optimistic about the future and willing to take on
new and exciting projects.
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Pakkaroro

Eg vil pakka 6llum vidmzlendum minum sem gafu mér innsyn inn i lif sitt og gerdu
pessa rannsokn ad veruleika. Einnig feer leidbeinandi minn Jon Haukur Ingimundarson
sérstakar pakkir fyrir goda leidsogn og hvatningu vid skrif pessarar ritgerdar.

Unnusti minn, Périr Armannson faer bestu pakkir fyrir studning og hvatninguna i gegnum
namid. Sérstakar pakkir feer modir min, Sigridur Svavarsdottir sem hefur verid min helsta
stod og stytta i pessu nami. bakkir feer hiin fyrir yfirlestur 4 6llum verkefnum sidustu arin
og pa sérstaklega fyrir yfirlestur og dbendingar vardandi pessa ritgerd.

Eg vil tileinka petta verkefni modur minni og fodur, Adalsteini H. Hreinssyni med
innilegum pokkum fyrir hvatningu og adstod, possun a béornunum og eilifdar studning i

lifinu.



