Utdrattur

I pessari ritgerd er leitast eftir pvi ad svara spurningunni hvort pad sé yfir hofud til eitthvad
sem kallast getur alpjédlegur hofundaréttur. bvi hefur verid haldid fram og er almennt talid i
Bandarikjunum ad alpjodlegur hofundarréttur sé ekki til og pad sé bara undir hverju riki fyrir
sig komid ad setja sinar eigin reglur um pad hvernig og hvort pau vernda hugverk erlendra
hofunda. Stadreyndin er reyndar st ad pad eru til fjoldi alpjodlegra sattmala og samninga sem
hafa pann tilgang ad setja viomidunarreglur fyrir riki til ad verja verk erlendra htfunda.
Verkfari eins og Bernar — sattmalinn, alpjodasattmalinn um héfundarrétt og fleiri mida ad pvi
ad riki sem gangast undir hann skuldbindi sig til pess ad vernda verk erlendra hofunda til jafns
vid hvernig pau vernda verk peirra eigin pegna. Einnig er atlast til ad riki innleidi reglur
sattmalanna i peirra eigin 16g til pess ad tryggja pad betur ad farid sé eftir peim. Almennt er
talid i heiminum ad héfundar hafi pann sidferdislega rétt ad hugverkum peirra sé ekki breytt
eda misnotud & nokkurn veg sem peir gefa ekki leyfi fyrir auk pess ad adrir hagnist parf af
leidandi ekki & verkum peirra pannig ad pad komi nidur & efnahagslegum rétti hofundanna. I
lok ritgerdarinnar mun héfundur svo komast ad nidurstodu og taka afstodu um pad hvort pad
sé til eitthvad sem vid getum kallad alpjédlegan hofundarrétt.

Abstract

The subject of this dissertation is to try to find an answer to the question whether there is such
a thing as international copyright. It has been claimed and is the general view of the United
States that there is no such thing and that it is up to each country to set their own rules about
how and if they intend to protect intellectual works of foreign authors. However it is a fact
that there exist a number of conventions, treaties and agreements with the sole purpose to
protect the intellectual works of authors around the world. Instrument such as the Berne
Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention and more provide that states that decide to
adhere to them are obligated to protect works of foreign authors to the same extent as they
protect works of their own nationals. These conventions expect that the copyrights are given
national treatment where the states incorporate the rules of the convention to their own
national law and give at least the minimum protection that is provided for by the convention.
There is a common view by the people of the world that authors have moral rights over their
works so they cannot be changed or distorted in any way that the author does not allow, also
that the authors have an economic right so others cannot profit on the work of the author at his
expense. This dissertation will consider the evidence and come to a conclusion about whether
international copyright exists or not.



