Agrip

[ ritgerd pessari er greint fra rannsokn sem beindist ad bekkjarstarfi byggdu a
malheildarhyggju. Gerd var eigindleg rannsékn i 5. bekk islensks grunnskoéla og
leitast vid ad svara tveimur spurningum:

e Hvad -einkennir starf i kennslustofu par sem kennt er samkvaemt

malheildarhyggju?

* Hvernig tileinkar kennari sér starfshatti malheildarhyggju?

Helstu nidurstddur um einkenni starfs i kennslustofu par sem kennt er samkvamt
malheildarhyggju voru par ad par var rélegt og jakveaett andrumsloft, jakvaed
samskipti og gladir og dnagdir nemendur. Kennarinn leitadist vid ad vekja dhuga
nemenda & vidfangsefnum og ad tryggja sidan ad peir fengju naeg tekiferi til skapandi
urvinnslu. Kennarinn var duglegur ad hrésa, hvetja og stydja vid nemendur og peir
virtust sjalfsoruggir og ohraeddir vid ad gera mistok. Kennslustofan var hefdbundin
hvad vardar binad en skipulogd med pad i huga ad stydja sem best vid kennsluhatti
sem folu badi i sér mikla hreyfingu og samvinnu nemenda.

Vardandi pad hvernig kennari tileinkar sér starfshetti malheildarhyggju kom i
1j6s ad vidhorf og gildismat skipta h6fudmali. Mikilvaegt er fyrir kennarann ad kynna
sér hugmyndafradina vel med pvi ad lesa baekur og fa ad fylgjast med raunverulegu
starfi byggou 4 malheildarhyggju ef pess er nokkur kostur. Pegar kennari er ordinn
sannferour um ad malheildarhyggja samraemist vidhorfum hans og hefur kynnt sér
mogulegar utferslur hugmyndafraedinnar i skolastarfi er @skilegt ad hann fari hagt og
rélega af stad og gott getur verid ad byrja & ad gera tilraun i eina viku.

Talkun & nidurstodum er a pa leid ad starfid i kennslustofunni einkenndist af
samvinnu og studningi i anda félagslegrar hugsmidahyggju og ad barnid og nam pess
var i fyrirrimi. Kennarinn var medvitadur um ad hann gati audveldad ndm nemenda
en ekki styrt pvi og hagadi starfi sinu i samraemi vid pad. P6 mikilvaegt s¢ ad
umhverfid stydji vid kennsluhattina er vidhorf kennarans pd enn mikilvaegara.
Kennari tileinkar sér pess vegna starfshetti malheildarhyggju fyrst og fremst med pvi
a0 tileinka sér pad vidhorf sem liggur til grundvallar hugmyndafraedinni og afla sér
pekkingar og reynslu 4 framkvamd hennar.



Abstract

This dissertation describes a research on classroom work based on whole language
theories. A qualitative research was carried out in a 5th grade classroom in an
Icelandic primary school and two questions were presented:

e What are the main characteristics of classwork in a whole language

classroom?

* How does a teacher become a whole language teacher?

The main results show that the characteristics of work in a whole language classroom
are a calm and positive atmosphere, positive interactions and happy and content
students. The teacher sought to raise students” interest in the subjects and then ensure
that they received ample opportunities to work creatively. The teacher frequently
praised, encouraged and supported the students, and they seemed confident and
unafraid of making mistakes. The classroom equipment was conventional but
organized in a way that promoted the teaching practice which involves much
movement of the students and cooperation between them.

Regarding the question of how a teacher becomes a whole language teacher, the
main results show that the teachers” views and values are vitally important. It is
essential that the teacher becomes familiar with the theory of whole language through
reading and observes whole language in practice if he possibly can. When a teacher
has decided that whole language agrees with his views, and has examined ways of
realizing the theory in the classroom, then he should move forward slowly, perhaps
starting with a one week experiment.

Interpretations of the findings relate that cooperation and support characterized
work in the classroom, much in accordance with the theories of social constructivism,
and that the child and its learning seemed to be the focal point. The teacher was aware
of the fact that he could facilitate the students” learning but not control it, and he
conducted his work accordingly. Although it is important that the environment
supports the teaching practice, the views of the teacher are even more important. A
teacher becomes a whole language teacher by accepting the views that are underlying
in whole language theory, and by acquiring knowledge and experience of the theory.



