Utdrattur

Vidfangsefni pessarar ritger0ar er ad stilla rannséknum & svidi fj6lmidlunar upp sem
ahrifarikri leid til pess ad studla ad faglegri fréttaumfjollun 4 Islandi og jafnframt benda 4
hversu litid hefur farid fyrir sliku starfi hérlendis samanborid vid erlend nagrannariki.

Gerd er grein fyrir pvi hvernig hagt er med pessum hetti ad ryna i innihald fréttaetnis og
leggja mat 4 pad hvort vinnubrogdin uppfylli pau skilyrdi sem einkenna purfa faglega
fréttastofu og faglega fréttamennsku.

Hugtakid fréttamidlun er skilgreint og farid yfir pad umhverfi og vinnureglur sem slik midlun
skal lata. Hlutverk fréttamidla sem adhald stjornvalda og hlidvarda almennings er rakid og
gerd grein fyrir helstu lydredislegu skyldum fréttamanna.

Yfirlit er gefid yfir paer adferdir sem tidkast ad beita vid slikar rannsoknir. Litid er a
rannsOknarhefdir &4 pessu svidi erlendis og saga fjolmidlarannsokna 4 Nordurlondum rakin.
Med norren yfirlit til hlidsjonar eru islenskar fjolmidlarannsdknir teknar til skodunar og synt
fram & hversu langt Island stendur nagrannapjodunum ad baki i pessum efnum. Bent er 4
leidir sem midast ad pvi ad renna stodum undir slikt starf hérlendis ef til pess kaeemi ad lagdur
yrdi grunnur ad faglegum ranns6knum 4 islenskum fréttamidlum.

A0 lokum er st nidurstada reifud ad markvissar rannsoknir & fréttamidlun er akjosanleg
adferd pess ad studla ad faglegri fréttamennsku 4 Islandi.

Abstract

The subject of this essay is to lay out how increased mass media research can effectively
contribute to professional news coverage in the Icelandic media. At the same time it points
out how little has been done within that particular field of scientific research in Iceland
compared to other countries in Western Europe.

It 1s explained how tools within the field of media research can analyse the content of news
material, evaluate the work of news reporters and verify if it measures up to the requirements
of professional news medium.

A definition of the term news syndication is pondered. All the main democratic obligations
and roles of a news medium are covered and put into context with the status of mass media in
modern society.

An overview is provided of the different research methods used to examine content of news
material. In relation to the methods, another overview is provided of the tradition of mass
communication research in Scandinavia. With that information in mind, mass communication
research in Iceland is taken under examination. The examination reveals that Iceland is
situated far behind its neighbouring countries regarding research in the field of news
syndication. Some ways to structure a research tradition in Iceland are mapped out.

Finally, the following conclusion is laid out. Structured research in the field of news
syndication will effectively contribute towards increased professional news reporting in the
Icelandic media.
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