[ lydredissamfélagi eru bladamenn upplysendur almennings og par med vardhundar
hans. Tjaningarfrelsi peirra er stutt sameiginlegum rétti almennings til upplysinga skv.
10. gr. Evropusamnings um mannréttind og mannfrelsis. Mannréttindadomstoll Evropu
mun veita bladamonnum sérstaka vernd pegar hofo eru afskipti af tjdningarfrelsi peirra.

Vid fréttadflun verdur bladamadur ekki krafinn sagna um heimildarmenn sina nema
brynni naudsyn en hagsmunir almennings af pvi ad fa upplysingarnar krefjist pess.
Meginreglan um vernd heimildarmanna nar n0 einnig yfir leit i vinnugdgnum
bladamanna, po6 visbendingar séu um ad pau njoti einnig sjalfstedrar verndar
tjdningarfrelsisins. Bladamadur mun ekki baka sér refsiabyrgd vid notkun gagna sem
honum berast og varda hagsmuni almennings, enda p6tt hann viti ad pau séu illa fengin.
Enn rikir évissa um refsidbyrgd par sem bladamenn taka sjalfir patt i 616glegu athaefi vio
gagnadflun, en vardi upplysingarnar bryna hagsmuni almennings er oliklegt ad peim
verdi hegnt svo brjoti ekki gegn 10. gr. Sattmalans.

Vid fréttaflutning verndar 10. gr. badi efni hans og form. A pad jafnt vid um efni
sem tekid er vid 1 pokk eda 0pokk vidtakandans, og upp ad vissu marki ykjur og 6grun
svo framarlega sem fréttirnar eru sannar og sagdar i go0ri tru. Doémstollinn greinir 4 milli
stadreynda og gildisdoma, par sem verda ferdar sonnur 4 hid fyrrnefnda. Gildisdomar eru
ekki refsiverdir ad pvi gefnu ad peir stydjist vid stadreyndir. Stjornmalamenn og
opinberar personur purfa ad pola hvassari gangryni en adrir, en opinberir starfsmenn og
embattismenn sem eiga erfidara med andsvér munu njota meiri verndar. Fréttaflutningur
af einkalifi folks er pa einungis heimill ad upplysingarnar vardi hagsmuni almennings.

bad mun rada urslitum, pegar fjallad er um afskipti af tjaningu bladamanna, hvort
paer upplysingar sem midlad er vardi hagsmuni almennings. Myndar pad kenninguna um
hagsmuni almennings. A grunni hennar er rangt ad greina & milli fréttadflunar og
fréttaflutnings.

Journalists, as informants of the public, are public watchdogs in a democratic society and
their right to freedom of expression is supported by a collective right of the public to
information, according to article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights. The
European Court of Human Rights will offer special protection to journalists when their
expression is interfered with, provided that the information is of public interest.

Regarding newsgathering a journalist will not be compelled to disclose his
journalistic sources unless there exists an overriding requirement prevailing over that of
the public interest in receiving the information. The protection of journalistic sources
now extends to the working material of journalists although indications show that such
materials also enjoy a separate protection of the article 10. A journalist will not be held
responsible for using materials which contain information of public interest; even if he
knows it was illegally obtained. Some uncertainty still exists when the journalist himself
participates in illegal gathering of information. It however seems that if the information
concerns serious public interest the journalist will not be punished lawfully unless a
greater public interest so demands.

When reporting news the article 10 will protect both the substance and the form. It
applies both to acceptable and offensive speech, and a certain degree of exaggeration or
provocation. The Court distinguishes between facts and value-judgements, whereas the
latter is not susceptible to proof. Value-judgments will not be punishable provided they
are based on facts. Politicians and public figures must accept higher degree of criticism,
but public officials that cannot, due to their position, defend themselves will be offered
special protection. When reporting on matters of private life it will only be permissible if
the information is of public interest.

The public interest in receiving information will be the decisive factor in
scrutinizing an interference with the journalistic, which forms the public interest theory.
On its basis it is wrong to distinguish between newsgathering and news reporting.
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