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Abstract
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There are two main objectives in this project. The first object was to find out how modern
Icelandic seine nets are rigged and used. The second objective was to estimate the bottom
area swept by the average seine in the average tow. The results where then used to estimate
the total area swept by seine nets on the Icelandic fishing grounds in 2004 using data from
official records of the fleet operation (vessel log books). The methodology used in this
project was in a form of a survey where seine captains where asked questions and their
answers where used to evaluate these factors. The seine fleet count were 95 vessels and the

sample was 40 vessels. 68% of the sample answered which is around 28% of the total fleet.

The results from the first part of this project show that more than 50% of the captains do
use seines with two panels, although four panel seines are in majority of the coast of
Vestfirdir. About 56% of the captains who participated do use rockhopper-footrope, and it
is most frequently used in the Breidafjordur and Vestfirdir area or 80%. Exactly 50% of the
vessels have total rope length of 1200-1500 fathoms on each side. The most common
reason for how much rope is used in each tow is the size of the area that the tow is
performed on. About 92% of participants have ropes that are over 28 mm in diameter.
Around 83% of the captains who answered switches seine in the same fishing trip. The
reason for switching is the type of ground being fished and the targeted species. The use of
a square mesh codend is most common of the coast of Sudurland and in total 77% of the

captains uses square mesh codend and then usually with 135 mm mesh size.

The impact zone of an average seine was estimated to be 2,25 km* which corresponds to
0,66 nm” based on the captains answers. The total swept area by the Icelandic fleet in 2004
was there for estimated 101.475 km® (29.553 nm?). The distribution of tows shows that on
the most heavily fished areas each squaremile is covered over 12 times in 2004. If the total
rope length from the sample vessels log books is used, the averages impact zone would be
1,91 km® per tow. Using data from the total fleet log books the area becomes 1,75 km” per

tow.
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Utdrattur
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Markmio pessa verkefnis er tvipaett. Annars vegar ad finna at hvernig nitima dragnét er
utbuin og hvernig henni er beitt. Hins vegar ad reyna ad meta hversu mikid botnflatarmal
medaldragnét hefur ahrif 4 1 kasti og ut fra pvi ad skoda hvernig sa pattur, metinn sem
veididlag, dreifist 4 midin umhverfis landid arid 2004. Su rannsdknaradferd sem beitt var
vid vinnslu verkefnisins var i formi konnunar sem skipstjorar dragndtabata voru bednir ad
taka patt i og sidan ut frd henni voru pessir paettir metnir. Pydid taldi 95 skip og trtakid 40
skip. Svarhlutfall kénnunar var 68% midad vid urtak sem gefur 28% svarhlutfall af pyoi.

Nidurstoour fyrri hlutans voru par ad meira en helmingur peirra skipstjéra sem toku patt
notar tveggja byrda dragnetur eda um 63% peirra sem svorudu. Fjogra byrda vod er pod
algengari en tveggja byrda uti fyrir Vestfjoroum. Um 56% eru med svokalladan
grjothoppara undir dragndtinni, algengastur er slikur bunadur i Breidafirdi og uti fyrir
Vestfjordum eda um 80%. Helmingur peirra sem svorudu eru med heildartoglengd 4 bilinu
1200-1500 fadma 4 hvort bord. Astzdur pess hversu mikid tog notad er i kasti er i nar
Ollum tilfellum sterd svadis dsmat pvi sem dypi hafoi mikid ad segja. Um 92% flotans er
med sverleika toga yfir 28mm. Meirihluti skipstjora notar leggglugga fyrir framan poka eda
56%. Algengastur er slikur bunadur uti fyrir Sudurlandi enda er hann bundin i 16g a4 pvi
svedi. Um 83% peirra sem svorudu & pad til ad skipta um dragnét i midri veidiferd.
Astaedur pess ad skipt er um veidarferi eru helstar, hvada svadi 4 ad veida 4 og hvada
fisktegund 4 ad veida i pad skiptid. Notkun leggpoka er algengust uti fyrir Sudurlandi og

reyndar nota langflestir eda 77% leggpoka og pa flestir med 135mm mdskva.

Ahrifasveedi medaldragnotartogs var metid 2,25 km® sem jafngildir 0,66 nm’

Heildarahrifasvadi var metid 101.475 km? (29.553 nm?) 4rid 2004. Morg tog eru p6 hvert
ofan 1 annad og pvi var alag meira 4 sumum svedum en 6drum. En ef st toglengd sem
skrad er i afladagbekur hja peim sem toku patt i konnuninni er notud til ad finna 1t
ahrifasvadi medaldragnotar yrdi ahrifasvaedid 1,91 km” 4 hvert tog. Ef hins vegar skrad
toglengd hja pydinu yrdi notud pa yrdi ahrifasvaedi medaldragnétar 1,75 km?” 4 hvert tog.
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