Utdrattur

Verkefni petta er unnid sem lokaverkefni til B.Ed.-profs vid kennaradeild Haskolans
4 Akureyri vorid 2007. I eftirfarandi verkefni er brugdid upp mynd af
fslendingasdgum sem eru mikilvagur menningararfur islensku pjoédarinnar. Skodud
eru helstu rok um ritunartima, arfsagnir og rithefd {slendingasagna asamt pvi hverjir
satu vid skriftir. Gerd eru skil 4 premur kenningum sem komid hafa fram um tilurd
fslendingasagna en par eru:sagnfestu-, bokfestu og nyja sagnfestukenningin.
Skodud er stada Islendingasagna i grunnskélum i dag samkvemt syn Ornolfs
Thorssonar og litid til peirra hugmynda sem hann hefur sett fram um kennslu peirra.
Fjallad er um nokkur markmid sem tengjast kennslu bdkmennta og sogu i
grunnskolum sem fram koma i Adalndmskra grunnskola og horft & pau ut fréa
kennslu {slendingasagna. Endurségn Islendingasagna hefur verid ad vinna sér sess
medal pjodarinnar og er litid til peirra skodana sem settar hafa verid fram um pad.
Aukin dhersla hefur verid 10gd 4 tengingu skola vid heimabyggd med gerd
skélanamskraa. { vidleitni vid ad tengja kennslu svadistengdra {slendingasagna vid
grenndarvitund nemenda er hugmyndafredin & bak vid grenndarkennslu skodud.
Einnig eru hugmyndir menntafromudanna Gudmundar Finnbogasonar, John
Deweys og Howard Gardners, sem segja ma ad tengist henni settar fram. A9 lokum
er unnid ur vidtali sem tekid var vid grunnskolakennara sem hefur mikla reynslu i
kennslu fslendingasagna og hefur nytt sér til kennslu Islendingasdgur sem tengjast
pvi héradi sem hann hefur starfad i.

Nidurstada verkefnisins er ad alykta ma ad med kennslu svedistengdra
fslendingasagna i grunnskolum sé moguleiki 4 ad fara pad ndmsefni ner
heimabyggd nemenda en pad fellur vel ad hugmyndafradi grenndarkennslunnar.



Abstract

This thesis is a final dissertation for the degree of B.Ed. at the Faculty of Education
at the University of Akureyri in spring 2007. The dissertation presents a perspective
of the Icelandic sagas, which are an important cultural heritage of the Icelandic
nation. There is coverage of the main arguments relating to the period of writing,
folklore and literary tradition of the Icelanders as well as who and where the writers
were, a subject of considerable conjecture.
Three theories are outlined relating to the creation of the Icelandic sagas; those are:
a) the theory of narrative oral tradition of real events, b) the theory of written
tradition of legends and c) the new theory of narrative oral tradition. The current
position of the Icelandic sagas in the primary school is discussed, as perceived by
Ornolfur Thorsson, and his ideas with regard to their teaching are outlined. Some
objectives are dealt with regarding the teaching of literature and history in the
primary school as indicated in the General Primary School Curriculum and those
are related to the teaching of the Icelandic sagas. The retelling of the Icelandic sagas
has been gaining increasing popularity in Icelandic society and some opinions on
the subject are considered. There has been increased emphasis on connecting
schools to their local surroundings through the creation of school curricula. The
attempt to connect the teaching of locally related Icelandic sagas to pupils’ local
awareness is based on the ideology of locally focused teaching. In this context, the
theories of the educational pioneers Gudmundur Finnbogason, John Deweys and
Howard Gardner are briefly outlined in so far as they relate to local emphasis in
primary teaching. Finally, an outline and analysis is presented of an interview with a
primary teacher who has significant experience in the teaching of the Icelandic
sagas and has used them as part of the syllabus relating to the region where he
works

The conclusion is that by teaching locally related Icelandic sagas in the
primary school it may be possible to bring this learning material closer to the pupils’
home districts which fits in well with the ideology of locally focused teaching.



