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Abstract 

The reason for why I choose to participate in the Arctic Social Indicator project is simple, my 
teacher and also the project’s leader was offering student involvement. A project like the Arctic 
Social Indicator (ASI) project is a ground breaking venture which could really make a difference 
in the lives of those that inhabit the Arctic.  

In most nations, communities and societies there are indicators being used in order to 
monitor how societies are doing from year to year, decade to decade. These indicators are very 
important because they give us the status of numerous activities that affects our daily life, and 
they provide information that policy makers and community leaders use to determine what needs 
to be improved. Without such information it is hard to determine society’s pros and cons. As of 
yet there are no indicators that are applicable to the Arctic, e.g. that can monitor human 
development accurately. It is therefore the aim of the ASI working group to construct a limited 
set of indicators that can be used by various stakeholders, including northern governments and 
the Arctic Council to help monitor and track human development in their communities, with 
these indicators being robust and accurate.  
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Útdráttur 

Ástæðan fyrir því að ég valdi að taka þátt í “Arctic Social Indicator (ASI)” verkefninu er einföld, 
kennari minn sem er einnig stjórnandi verkefnisins bauð upp á þáttöku nemenda. Verkefni eins 
og ASI er fumkvöðla starfsemi sem gæti haft mikil áhrif á líf þeirra sem búa á norður 
heimskautinu.  

Flestar þjóðir, samfélög og þjóðfélög nota mælitæki til að mæla hvernig samfélög þeirra 
þróast frá ári til árs eða frá áratugi til áratugar. Þessi mælitæki eru mjög mikilvæg þar sem þau 
lýsa fyrir okkur ástandi á fjölmörgum þáttum sem hafa áhrif á okkar daglega líf. Upplýsingar sem 
stjórnmálamenn og bæjarstjórnir nota til að ákveða hvað megi betur fara, án slíkra upplýsinga 
getur verið erfitt að finna hvað sé gert vel og hvað megi betur fara. Eins og er eru ekki til 
mælikvarðar sem hægt er að yfirfæra á norður heimskautið, það er mælikvarðar sem geta mælt 
mannlega þróun nákvæmlega. Það er því markmið ASI verkefni hópsins að búa til mælitæki sem 
ríkisstjórnir geta notað til að mæla mannlega þróun í þeirra samfélögum, mælikvarða sem munu 
standast tímans törn og eru nákvæmir.  
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Preface 
 

I have always been an admirer of nature, mountains and especially snow. Having such 

admirations I often do outdoor activities, and in the year 2004 one hiking trip led me to 

Greenland where I spent a week becoming familiar with a small part of the country and its 

people. After the trip I wanted to learn more about the Arctic and its people, and now I am 

becoming more and more fascinated.  I have spent the last three years at the University of 

Akureyri studying Social and Economic Development. So far my academic career has lead me to 

Nicaragua where I participated in a project regarding energy use in rural areas, as well as I spent 

a semester in Canada where I focused on the natives of the Arctic.  

When one of my teachers at my University, Dr. Joan Nymand Larsen,  informed me she was 

leading a project called the Arctic Social Indicator project, which was about constructing 

indicators to monitor human development within the Arctic, and that she was offering students to 

participate I jumped at the chance. To have the opportunity to participate in a project of this 

magnitude is a great experience. While working on this I have read a number of enlightening 

papers about the Arctic, as well as I got the chance to travel to Norway and attend the meetings of 

the Arctic Council - the meeting of the Sustainable Development Working Group as well as the 

meeting of the Senior Arctic Officials, - where I conducted interviews with numerous indigenous 

and non indigenous people about their views on the dimensions, consultation process and 

indigenous participation in the Arctic Social Indicator project. 
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Introduction  

This thesis is about the current development in a project that is about creating a set of indicators 

to monitor human development within the Arctic, the Arctic Social Indicator Project (ASI).  The 

goal of the ASI is to provide a limited set of indicators to help facilitate the monitoring and 

tracking of human well-being and the quality of life of the people of the Arctic and Sub-Arctic. 

The current status is the process of discovering/selecting possible indicators as well as the 

evaluation of them. Currently the ASI working groups are in the process of doing this and the 

outcome will be revealed in the upcoming workshop that is to be held in Denmark in the summer 

of 2007.     

 The project faces numerous challenges which are in the process of being solved. Many of 

the existing indicators are not able to effectively gauge the Arctic communities or the lifestyle 

that the people live. 

In the first chapter of this thesis there is a description of the Arctic Social Indicator project 

and why it is necessary that a special set of indicators is constructed for the people of the Arctic. 

Following this is a brief description about the Arctic, its geography and population and then a 

description of the Arctic Council, its purpose, its member states and permanent participants. In 

Chapter two I will discuss the need for indicators and then explain the procedure for constructing 

them. This will be followed by a description of the dimensions Fate Control and Material Well-

being and what the possible indicators for these two dimensions are currently. I will further 

explain Gross Domestic Product, the subsistence economy and the difficulty of using the GDP 

indicator to measure the size of the Arctic economy. Chapter three will address the need for a 

participatory process in the quest for constructing the indicators, and what role the people in the 

community play, and also interviews with indigenous people and experts about the ASI that were 
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conducted at the Arctic Council meeting in Tromsö, Norway. Finally, in chapter four I will 

discuss the current state of the ASI project and future developments on that front. 
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Chapter 1 

1.1 The Arctic Social Indicator Project 

Arctic Social Indicators (ASI) is a follow up on the Arctic Human Development Report (AHDR) 

which was a priority project of the Icelandic Chairmanship of the Arctic Council from 2002-2004 

and was designed to provide an overview of human development in the Arctic. As such the 

AHDR presented a “comprehensive knowledge base” for the Arctic Council’s Sustainable 

Development Programme. The AHDR report provides vast information about the many diverse 

cultures that inhabit the Arctic and is the first comprehensive appraisal of human well-being that 

covers the entire Arctic (AHDR, 2004). 

 The Arctic Social Indicator project is to provide indicators to help facilitate the tracking 

and monitoring of human development within the Arctic. There are numerous reasons for why it 

is necessary to construct specific social indicators for the Arctic; the inhabitants of the Arctic are 

mostly remnants of hunter-gatherers cultures, one could say contemporary hunters like my 

professor Peter Kulchyski at the University of Manitoba liked to call those who inhabit the 

Canadian Arctic and sub Arctic. Though there are almost no people in the world who live solely 

as hunter-gatherers, those who see themselves as hunter-gatherers, and are seen as such by their 

neighbours, may also be part-time labourers, do some farming, have domestic animals or rely on 

welfare payments and state pensions (Brody, 2000). A significant portion of the world economy 

is not included in the national accounts, for the harvest of plants and animals goes into direct 

consumption and therefore does not become part of the community’s money economy (Andersen, 

Lyster, Poppel, 2000). Therefore it is important to have the means to measure not merely the 

economic features that are so often used in order to measure the quality of life, but also to be able 

to measure all that is not obtainable through economic success.   
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1.2 The Arctic 

The Arctic can not easily be defined for it is made up by many countries in different continents 

and also it is different climatically and geopolitically. The Arctic is defined differently also with 

respect to demography, economics and politics. This thesis will make use of the definition of the 

Arctic that was created by the Arctic Human 

Development Report (AHDR).   

The AHDR definition is that the Arctic 

encompasses all of Alaska, Canada North of 

60°N with Labrador and Northern Quebec, 

Greenland, the Faroe Island, Iceland and the 

northernmost counties of Norway, Sweden 

and Finland. Russia being the largest country 

on earth is a bit tougher to define; demography 

plays a big role in the AHDR definition. The 

Arctic Russia is as follows: Murmansk, Oblast, 

the nenets, Yamalo Nenets, Taimyr, and 

Chukotka autonomus okrugs, Vorkuta City in the Komi Republic, Norilsk and Igsrka in 

Krasnoyarsky Kray, and the northernmost parts of Sakha Republic (AHDR, 2004).  

 The AHDR Arctic thus encompasses an area of over 40 million square kilometers which 

is about 8% of earth’s surface. This enormous landmass is inhabited by only four million 

individuals which of about half is located within the Russian federation (Ibid).  

Figure 1 Source: W.K. Daltman, Norwegian Polar 
Institute 
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The population of the Arctic is displayed in Figure 2. It is noteworthy that Arctic Canada and 

Greenland has population density of 3 people per 100 square kilometers. Arctic Russia amounts 

to about half of the Arctic population with very low population density.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 2  Source: AHDR 
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1.3 Arctic Council 

As mentioned earlier the Arctic Social Indicator (ASI) project is a follow up on the Arctic Human 

Development Report (AHDR) which was endorsed by the Arctic Council and as the AHDR the 

ASI is also endorsed by the Arctic Council. The Arctic Council plays an important role for many 

projects and tasks that are taking place in the Arctic, it is an important portal for politicians, 

researchers and indigenous people to communicate and discuss many important issues. 

There are numerous countries, organizations and non-governmental organizations that 

make up the Arctic Council. The member-states are Canada, Denmark (Greenland/Faroe Islands), 

Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russian Federation, Sweden and the United States of America (USA), 

and along with these countries are six transnational northern organizations that are permanent 

participants representing indigenous peoples of the Arctic (Arctic Council, 2007).  

The Arctic Council was established in 1996; 

however the Council has roots from institutions and 

organizations that were founded in the late 1980’s 

after the cold war.  

The reason for the creation of these institutions and 

organizations was to seek a new path in international 

relations as well as in geopolitics. This new approach 

seeks to focus on achieving social and environmental sustainable order through coordination and 

teamwork instead of the use of power and force. These institutions and organizations, and now 

the Arctic Council, deal specifically with northern issues and in the 1980’s these northern issues 

were grouped into three categories, intergovernmental circumpolar-wide cooperation, sub-

regional cooperation, and academic cooperation (AHDR, 2004).  

Figure 3 Arctic Council Photo: Joan Nymand 
Larsen 
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 In 1989 intergovernmental Arctic cooperation officially started with the first ministerial 

meeting of the eight Arctic states together with three northern indigenous peoples organizations 

(which are six today) was held in Rovaniemi, Finland. Two years later or in June 1991 the Arctic 

Environmental Protection Strategy (AEPS), this pact was initially assigned in order to protect the 

environment but did gradually expand to related fields particularly sustainable development. It 

was apparent that the Arctic was facing numerous problems and that much more 

intergovernmental cooperation was needed and in 1996 the Arctic Council was founded and 

replaced the AEPS. Today the Arctic Council has seven programs who all deal with sustainable 

development and each program has numerous ongoing projects in diverse fields (Ibid).  

1.4 Permanent Participants  

As mentioned earlier there are eight member states and six permanent participants, these 

permanent participants are non-governmental organizations that represent various indigenous 

peoples of the Arctic. Let us discuss these indigenous organizations.  

 

 

1.4.1 Aleut International Association (AIA): The Aleut people inhabit the Aleutian Islands that 

lay South of Western Alaska. The Aleut people are believed to have occupied the Islands for over 

8,000 years. Today the Aleut people also inhabit Komandorsky/Commander Islands as they were 

forced to migrate by Russian fur traders who needed people to harvest sea mammals for the 

Russian American Fur Company in the 1800s. 

 In 1998 the Aleut International Association (AIA) was formed. The establishment of this 

organization is the first of its kind for the Aleut people in over 178 years for it brings together 

people who have been apart for over 200 years. The intention of this establishment is to bring 
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light on the issues that face the Aleut people and their homelands and to protect their natural 

resources, issues such as pollution, climate change and their fishing grounds, which are 

endangered by commercial fishing fleets of quite a few nations (Arctic Council, 2007).  

  

1.4.2 Arctic Athabaskan Council (AAC): In the year 2000 the Arctic Athabaskan Council 

(AAC) was formed, the Council represents an international treaty created in order to denote the 

interests of the Athabaskan peoples in both the USA and Canada.  

The Council is made up by four Alaskan Athabaskan communities: three Athabaskan 

representative bodies from Canada Yukon First nations which represent eleven Yukon First 

Nations; the Dene Nation which represents 30 First Nations in the Northwest Territories; and 

Northern Manitoba and finally Métis Nation-Northwest Territories, representing 13 communities 

in the Northwest Territories. In total the Arctic Athabaskan Council represents approximately 

32,000 indigenous peoples of Athabaskan descent from the Arctic and the sub-Arctic North 

America.  

 The purpose of the Council is to be an international representative for northern peoples of 

Athabaskan descent. To promote the Athabaskan people and what they have in common and 

represent their interests at the Arctic Council and wider (Arctic Athabaskan Council, 2007).  

 

1.4.3 Gwich’in Council International (GCI): The Council was established in 1999 as a non-

profit organization by the Gwich’in Tribal Council in Inuvik in the Northwest Territories Canada. 

The GCI was founded by six Alaskan Gwich’in communities, two Gwich’in representative 

bodies in Canada and the Gwich’in Tribal Council that represents four communities in the 

Beaufort Delta region in the Northwest Territories Canada.  
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 The Gwich’in Council was created to ensure that all regions that are inhabited by people 

of the Gwich’in Nation are given a voice at the Arctic Council, and are able to play a role in the 

development of policies that affect the Circumpolar Arctic. The Council represents some 9,000 

indigenous peoples of Gwich’in descent (Gwich’in Council International, 2007).  

 

1.4.4 Inuit Circumpolar Conference: The non-profit organization Inuit Circumpolar 

Conference (ICC) was founded by the late Eben Hopson of Barrow Alaska. Today the ICC is a 

major international organization that represents approximately 150,000 Inuit from all over the 

Arctic, Alaska, Canada, Greenland and 

Chukotka (Russia).  

 In modern times in order to thrive in 

their homeland the Inuit realized that they must 

come together as one because that will make 

their voice stronger in affairs that affect them 

internationally. Today the ICC holds a 

Consultative Status II at the United Nations.  

 The aims of the ICC is first to strengthen unity among Inuit of the circumpolar region, 

second to promote Inuit rights and interests at the international level, third to develop and 

advocate long-term policies that will safeguard the Arctic environment, and last but not least, to 

encourage full and effective partnership in the social, political and economic development of 

circumpolar regions (Inuit Circumpolar Council, 2007).  

 

Figure 4 Arctic Council Photo: Joan Nymand Larsen 
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1.4.5 Saami Council: In 1956 the Saami Council was established. It is a non-governmental 

organization and it holds a status at the United Nations as such. The council represents Saami 

peoples from Norway, Sweden, Finland and the Russian Federation.  

 The purpose of the Council is to safeguard and campaign for economic, social, cultural 

political, and educational interests of the Saami. Also the council’s function is to support and 

strengthen unity and a common understanding among the Saami, and to provide information 

about Saami people and their political aims (Arctic Council, 2007).  

 

1.4.6 Russian Association of Indigenous peoples of the North, Siberia and Far East 

(RAIPON): RAIPON is the Association of Indigenous Minorities of the North, Siberia and the 

Far East. It is like all the  

others a non-governmental organization that represents cultural, economic, environmental, 

political and social interests of all the 31 indigenous nations of the Russian North, which is 

estimated to be over 200,000. The Association was founded in 1990 and in 1994 it was 

incorporated as a public organization with the Russian Ministry of Justice.  

 The main objectives of the organization is first to promote the unification of Aboriginal 

peoples of the North, second to defend their rights and interests, and third to resolve problems 

relating to the socio-cultural and economic development of these peoples. The Association also 

deals with issues such as self-government, the safeguarding of rights, the preservation of identity 

and the environment (RAIPON, 2007). 

  

The Arctic Social Indicator project seeks to include members from all the permanent participant 

groups, the represents from these groups are all familiar with their communities and what 

changes the communities and the people have gone through. They are representing their nation 
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because they are experienced individuals in dealing with all sorts of affairs. Including them 

would therefore be a good addition to the working group for they can bring a different 

perspective. Later in the thesis are interviews I conducted with indigenous and non-indigenous 

individuals at the last Arctic Council meeting in Tromsö, Norway in April, 2007. The main 

reason why the interviews where conducted was to get an indigenous perspective on the domains 

and how to include indigenous peoples in the project. 
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Chapter 2 

2.1 Indicators 

 
Why are indicators important to analysts, policymakers and last but not least the people who 

make up the communities on earth?  There are numerous indicators that we use in our daily lives 

to measure for example our health, the weather, education, the economy and the time, to name a 

few. Our heartbeat tells us how strong our heart is, the thermometer indicates the temperature, 

GDP indicates our economic development and a smile can indicate friendliness (Bossel, 1999). 

Indicators make it easier for us to understand the world, they summarize the vast and complex 

amount of information the world possesses and aids us in understanding a complex world, and in 

doing so guide us when we make our decisions and direct our actions. If we learn how to read the 

applicable indicator that we use to gauge the specific problem, then we can understand our 

environment and systems, if we however do not understand our gauges we might follow the 

wrong signals and advice or take action that lead to a catastrophic event (Bossel, 1999). 

 Those indicators that we use to measure our health, economies and our societies are 

essential to our existence. They are not easy or obvious to understand and often require many 

years of learning to comprehend their entire scope. Essential indicators have often been through 

trial and error; they have been in development for a long period of time and are therefore not to 

be taken lightly (Bossel, 1999). 

 Our societies are based on many systems, such as education, welfare and economic 

systems to name a few, it is crucial that these systems co exist and co evolve.  

Indicators provide use with the current state of our societies and also how a system contributes to 

the performance of other systems that depend on them. Therefore it is important to use many 
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different indicators when measuring for example the development of an economy. The Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) indicator has been used by economists in order to measure the strength 

and the development of many economies of different nations all over the world.  Though the 

GDP indicator can give us an image of how the economy is doing it is only one aspect of the 

economy and does not give us any information about the social aspects of communities. It can 

not tell us how the development is within the education system or if the crime rate in a given 

country is increasing or decreasing nor can it tell us weather or not if people are genuinely 

satisfied with their lives (Bossel, 1999). The reason for why GDP, life expectancy, birth/death 

rate are appealing to use is because they are quantitative, they are statistical and have been proven 

to give useful information about the state of a country. Changing the gauge procedures of these 

indicators now would have serious effects of longitudinal assessment of economic development 

(Project description, 2005). 

As discussed earlier, traditional social and economic indicators deal mostly with life 

expectancy, birth/death rate, income, education level, healthcare, resources, 

employment/unemployment, per capita GDP and etc.  These indicators are sufficient when 

measuring most western societies; however they simply do not suffice when dealing with people 

who partially sustain themselves from direct contact with their environment. A study conducted 

by SLICA in Greenland in 1994 showed that when using traditional social indicators the people 

of Greenland scored low in most of the survey. This indicated that most people in Greenland 

were suffering from poor living conditions when in fact they were not (Andersen, Lyster, Poppel, 

2000). 

In order to be able to devise indicators that will give a proper perspective on the well 

being of the people of the Arctic, we need to understand the various traditions and cultures that 

have over  thousand of years come into being. We live in an era of globalization, the world is 
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getting smaller and many cultures, languages are fading quietly away (Brody, 2000).  

Nonetheless many families, individuals and societies for whom their way of raising children, 

using land and speaking of their culture, is rooted in hunter-gatherer heritage (Ibid).  Therefore 

their customs have to be included when measuring the quality of life of the people who inhabit 

the Arctic, for it is the customs and traditions that make up their communities. The indigenous 

people of the Arctic have been very successful in resisting the force of globalization. Most of 

them still hold highly to the way of life of their ancestors, these ethos’s are what make their 

communities so resilient (Kulchyski, 2006). When examining a western culture, the people do not 

depend heavily on one another; in fact individualism is what is most favoured. Among hunters 

and gatherers the individual is not strong; the collectiveness, the cohesion of the people is what 

makes them survive in one of the harshest environment on earth.  This cohesiveness is deeply 

rooted in the culture, a person that does not fit in or does not sense this cohesiveness is in fact in a 

state of anomie and therefore does not feel a sense of belonging. This element of cohesiveness is 

not an easy feature to monitor, but is nevertheless an important one. Cohesiveness could be one 

of the reasons for why many Arctic communities insist upon preserving their way of life and their 

traditions. For most of the hunter and gathering cultures the change from traditional lifestyle to a 

more modern lifestyle has not been an easy or a successful change. Current indicators have been 

known to misrepresent their communities and often even provide wrong information which is 

quite harmful for communities because those that implement regulations can do more harm then 

good. (Andersen, Lyster, Poppel, 2000). The ASI is in this respect very important because it is 

necessary to create indicators that can give correct information about the status of the indigenous 

communities and what needs to be adjusted by implementing appropriate regulations.  
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2.2 Defining indicator sets: Procedure 

In this section we will briefly touch upon the procedure for defining the indicator set. There are 

several distinct aspects that need to be considered.  

First there needs to be a good understanding of what constitutes human development. The set of 

indicators can not be achieved without good realistic understanding of the systems and 

subsystems. The creators of the indicators need to know what to look for. Secondly, in 

identifying representative indicators from the vast pool of potential indicators for the ASI it is 

necessary to seek a few indicators that are robust and are not too costly for monitoring. Thirdly, it 

is necessary to determine what kind of indicators will be most suitable, for comparison of 

regional development. Fourthly, employing a participative process is essential; the three steps 

described above require a broad sphere of individuals with a wide range of knowledge and 

experience., i.e. the involvement of individuals that know everything about the communities that 

these indicators will be applied in (Bossel, 1999).  

 The people with the wide range of knowledge are those involved already in the project i.e. 

professors and experts in many different fields. However the individuals that live in the 

communities that the project is seeking to create indicators for are also very knowledgeable and it 

is thus of the utmost importance that their consultation is sought. The trip to Norway was 

therefore important for it gave important feedback from an indigenous person perspective.  
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2.3 The dimension Fate Control 

The ASI working group has chosen six domains; the first three were selected at the workshop that 

was held in Akureyri in 2006 and the later three make up the Human Development Index. Here 

follows a brief description of the domains.  

• Fate Control and or the ability to guide one’s own destiny 

• Cultural Integrity or belonging to a  viable local culture 

• Contact with Nature or interacting closely with the natural world 

• Education 

• Demography/Health 

• Material Well-being 

 

This thesis will highlight the domains of Fate Control and Material Well-being. Let us begin with 

the dimension of Fate Control. As the name indicates this dimension is how one can affect ones 

fate. However many would believe that fate is not an appropriate term because fate is something 

that in most cases people cannot control. Nevertheless we have much control over our daily 

actions and what we decide to devote our time and efforts to.  

 The Arctic Human Development Report point out that one of the key elements of human 

well-being is the ability to control one’s own destiny (AHDR, 2004), this has also been 

emphasized in the interviews I conducted in Tromsö. The interviewers were given a list of all the 

six domains and almost all of them began discussing the Fate Control dimension and many of 

them said that in their view Fate Control was the equivalent of self-determination or sovereignty. 

The indigenous peoples often feel that they lack political power, lack ownership over resources, 
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are financially depended on the state and this makes them feel that they lack control over their 

fate.  

Here follows a short description of the possible indicators that were discussed in the 

workshop held in Akureyri 2006 within the Fate Control dimension, these are some of the 

suggested possible indicators.  

 

1. Political Participation: This indicator fits well into the fate control group because being able 

to participate in elections and vote for a candidate that a person believes will be beneficial for 

his/hers life in the community is one of the cornerstones of fate control.  

Measuring political participation is easy and data should not be hard to obtain in any community 

within the Arctic. Comparison between regions can be made and it is also easily monitored over 

time. 

2. Devolution of authority: The transfer of political authority from central to local or communal 

government is certainly a good indicator of whether people are able to make decision regarding 

their closest environment, their laws and regulation on community level. Increase in local control 

or decrease in state control, devolution is not necessary a positive component.  

Information could be obtained from local government, i.e. what authorities and decisions can the 

national or local authorities decide upon.  

3. Rights to land/sea resources: To be able to own land or harvest the resources in ones country 

is crucial for anyone seeking to make a living in the Arctic. Without land or more importantly 

having rights to fishing or hunting grounds people could have a hard time making ends meet 

especially in places were such subsistence activities are and have been a common practice.  

This indictor would not be too hard to measure as such information should be obtainable through 

governments.  
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4. Proportion of local personnel employed: In countries such as Greenland, where the Danish 

population is about 10% of the entire population, the need for local people to have significant role 

for example in government and other occupations is very important. Even though Greenland has 

achieved Home rule the share of Danish administrators is very high, this could be influencing 

decision making within the government which would diminish the fate control.   

5. Local control over institution resources: Very important that the resources that belong to the 

nation are managed by the local people and not entirely by the government or by international 

corporations. A very high proportion of resource extraction in the Arctic does not yield high 

revenues for the Arctic communities. Most of the Arctic communities are experiencing that 

resources extracted are taken south where those resources are processed and a high share of the 

revenue goes into the urban areas and not the Arctic communities (ECONOR, 2006).  

6. Percent of self-generated income: To be able to see what are the raw self-generated income 

generated by the indigenous people, the GDP without central government transfers or annual 

block grants as in the case of Nunavut and Greenland. As in the case of Greenland, the annual 

block grant from the Danish state makes up about 45% of annual government revenue, it is 

apparent that Greenland is highly dependent on Denmark.  

Data for this should not be too hard to obtain.  

7. Local control over key industries: This would be a good indicator for it could tell how the 

ownership is over industries that contribute largely to the Gross Domestic Product or employ a 

substantial number of individuals in a community. Industries owned by people who reside in the 

country or have personnel stakes/commitments to the nation are more likely to be supportive of 

local communities. Industries/Corporations that are owned by foreigners could end up relocating 

if opportunities for more expecting profits arise, or if local authorities are reluctant to comply 

with the companies needs. Therefore having local control over the key resources gives the 
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community more control over what takes place with resources as well as the profits are more 

likely to be invested back in the community.  

Information/data should not be hard to access.  

8. Knowledge/Info about politics, role of media: The role of the media, such as radio, 

newspapers, TV or internet is very important in every democratic country. The media’s role is to 

channel information to the citizens. In democratic countries elected officials are employed by the 

people who give them authority to govern their countries so that people can go about their 

everyday life without having to deal with governmental business on a everyday basis. It is the 

role of the media to report on the activities of the officials as well as what goes on in the 

everyday life of the nation.  

News coverage and peoples access to all sorts of media could be obtainable through 

companies and government. However, whether or not this is an indicator that will give a good 

measure or whether or not people are developing remains to be seen.  

9. Resource management systems: The fact that many of the resources in the Arctic are publicly 

owned makes it more important that these resources are governed carefully. There are currently 

four trends affecting Arctic resource governance. First, there is a growing importance of property 

rights. The second is incorporation of traditional or local ecological knowledge with western 

science in decision making. Third is devolution of power to local policy makers and co-

management and the fourth trend is the more evident involvement of Arctic peoples in ownership 

and development of resources and land (AHDR, 2004). As we can see, there are many trends 

occurring at the same time, it is however still very important that people of the north have a say 

in what is taking place in their communities and surroundings. Management of resources or co-

management is very important.  
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10. Human Rights (Protection of minorities): The indigenous peoples of the Arctic are all 

minority groups in their countries, if minority groups are to sustain their culture it is imperative 

that they are given a certain status in their nations, status that enables them to pertain their culture 

and heritage.  

 Information about the status of human rights or protection of minorities should be 

accessible in laws, journals etc.  

11. Control over place names: This possible indicator is very significant; the right for people to 

name places, mountains and lakes in their traditional language helps them strengthen their 

culture. If places would be named after the dominant culture it would become easier for the 

dominant language to be up held.  

12. Access to information: This indicator relates to peoples access to information all sorts of 

information especially information about governmental contracts. Transparency is essential in 

every country if corruption and un-rightful contracts are being made.  

 

The Fate Control working group has listed those above as some of the possible indicators for the 

Fate Control dimension; the working group is looking into indicators such as these and will be 

testing each of them in order to see which fit the criteria for selection.  
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2.4 Material well-being (Economy) 

One of the fundamental dimensions in human development is material well-being. The 

fundamental need for all human beings is the pursuit to fulfill our basic needs, the need for food 

and shelter.  In most cases these needs are being met within all the Arctic states and most of 

peoples lives do not revolve around these affairs anymore. Today it is material well-being i.e. the 

need to fulfill one’s desires and dreams that most people pursue.   

The ASI has proposed Material Well-being as one of the six domains. The United Nations 

have used Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in its Human Development Index with positive results. 

However the GDP indicator needs to be altered in order for it to be applicable to the Arctic for 

the indicator can not measure the subsistence economy which is so prevailing within the Arctic 

societies.  

 Economic activities create, and in the process are supposed to distribute, wealth that 

individuals, households and communities can use to reach different social and material goals 

(AHDR, 2004). In a study conducted in 2006 The Economy of the North by Statistics Norway, 

the role of the economy of the Arctic i.e. the northern parts of the Arctic states was examined. 

The study revealed that the global impact of the Arctic economy was 0.44% of the global Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP). The total population of the Arctic communities is estimated to be 

around 10 million people; this contribution of 0.44% of the global GDP of so few individuals is 

enormous. This number could even be higher for a number of the Arctic inhabitants’ subsistence 

activities are important, apart of their daily life.  
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2.5 The indicator Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

The function of the Gross Domestic Product indicator is that it indicates the market value of all 

final goods and services produced within a country in a given period of time. This is why GDP is 

so popular among economists for it gives a number that can be compared with other countries as 

well as compared with the year before, it can indicate if a country is growing in economic activity 

or decreasing which could indicate a recession.  

Gross Domestic Product does not only have the shortcoming of only measuring the 

money value of goods and services produced in a given year, some point to that it is a measure of 

how fast the natural resources, both renewable and non-renewable resources are squandered and 

converted in cash flows, irrespective of their effect on society and nature (Bossel, 1999). 

 The obvious pros of the GDP are that it can benefit those who are interested in measuring 

human development for it measures the growth rate of economies. Many developing countries 

have a very slow growth, which indicates that they are more of less stagnant. Economies with 

about 5% annual increase are often pictured in an ideal state, nations with an increase in GDP are 

depicted as doing well and those decreasing are said to be in a recession. Economic success is 

very often said to be a prerequisite for development and therefore GDP is used by the United 

Nations as one of the three indicators that make up the Human Development Index (HDI). The 

other indicators in the Human Development Index are health i.e. life expectancy and education 

i.e. literacy. The dimensions of the HDI have all been adopted into the ASI project, however the 

GDP indicator will have to be modified so it includes the subsistence activities carried out by the 

Arctic people.  
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2.6 The subsistence economy 

Subsistence is a much disputed theoretical concept within both the social sciences and 

humanities. Subsistence in the sense for the Arctic people is combining modern economy with 

traditional way of life, i.e. wage labor with fishing, hunting, gathering and herding. Some 

individuals choose to pursue wage labor, some choose traditional activities, but most people 

choose to combine wage labor with traditional way of life. For many indigenous people the 

subsistence activities practiced are not merely for providing food for the survival of one’s family 

but the survival of one’s culture. Subsistence has been described by some indigenous individuals 

as a very complex concept that includes vital economic, cultural, social and spiritual dimensions. 

Subsistence enriches and sustains indigenous communities, promotes cohesiveness pride and 

sharing. It also helps indigenous people to keep the important link between themselves and nature 

which the indigenous people are an integral part (ECONOR, 2006).  

 The subsistence economy of the Arctic is neither governmentally monitored nor taxed, it 

is however substantial as data from Survey of Living Conditions indicate.  

of Figure 5 displays the 

significance of subsistence 

activities among Inuit adult in 

three different regions in the 

Arctic. Almost all Inuit adults 

consider hunting, fishing, 

gathering and traditional food 

preserving important for their 

Inuit identity (ECONOR, 2006).  
Figure 5. Source: ECONOR  
Importance of subsistence activities: hunting/fishing, gathering, 
preserving traditional food. Regional survey 2001-2006  
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The data gathered by SLICA only covers the Inuit in the Arctic countries; it does not cover other 

numerous indigenous communities. It is evident that the subsistence economy practiced in the 

Arctic is of great magnitude and serves many purposes.  

 

2.7 How to measure the subsistence economy? 

The economy of the north is a mixture of cash and subsistence activities, the integration of 

market and subsistence. One of the leading experts in measuring the quality of life in the Arctic, 

Birger Poppel has written substantially about the role of subsistence and what can be done to 

measure these activities, and his ideas will be used to discuss ideas for measurement.  

 In order to measure the significance of subsistence the following aspects need to be considered. 

First: Economic aspects: income, production and consumption, including the value of the harvest 

and the production, e.g. hunting equipment. There has to be given a certain value for lets say a 

pound of meat, be it fish, reindeer, seal, whale or a pound of berries or herbs gathered.   

Second: The integration of market and subsistence. Examine how each activity affects the other, 

how much do those that practice subsistence spend on equipment for their trips. E.g. what is the 

size of goods and services that come about because of subsistence?  

Third: Nutrition, the nutritional value of the diet and as of lately the environmental toxins in 

food. The nutrition value that locally harvested food provides as well as what the changes in the 

environment has on marine life which is used for human consumption. E.g. individuals that live 

on fish that has been contaminated in the ocean by pollution and waste dumping, this food ends 

up in human beings where it creates all sorts of diseases.   

Fourth: Social role, expressing the social order and kinship.  

Fifth: Cultural aspects, e.g. sharing of food.  
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Six: Identity, going on the land, language food, hunting skills and tradition. Subsistence plays an 

important role in traditional education.  

The model described above urges the need to capture both the monetary and non-

monetary production and consumption within each household. It is of course very difficult to put 

a price on all the benefits that subsistence brings, however it is possible to put a price on each 

subsistence meal that is consumed by each household. Every household could then give a 

proximate figure of how many meals are provided with subsistence in a given year, this would 

provide some details about how large the subsistence economy is. This is a so called substitute 

price, a fixed price would be determined and that value would act as a substitute. The value 

would have to mirror the price that the households would have received if the catch would have 

been sold in markets and not consumed by the household, this would exclude animal 

consumption e.g. sled dogs, reindeers  (Andersen, Lyster, Poppel, 2000). With a substitute price 

it is thus possible to determine the GDP of the nation as well as possible to see the magnitude of 

the subsistence economy.  

The subsistence economy is most likely the biggest challenge that the Material Well-

being working group faces. It is of the utmost importance that these aspects of the Arctic 

economy are taken into consideration for the designing of the Material Well-being indicators.   
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Chapter 3 

3.1 Participatory process 

In the quest for finding a set of indicators the role of the people who the indicators will affect is 

significant. The people of the Arctic must be given a voice but more importantly, a role in 

designing the set of indicators. Those that live in the communities that the set of indicators is 

designed to monitor can provide a thorough and a complete picture of their communities and their 

systems, thus it is imperative that participatory process is applied when creating a set of 

indicators. In a report published by the International institute for sustainable development in 

1999, Indicators for sustainable development: Theory, Method, Applications the participatory 

process is discussed and an example is given from the city of Seattle, USA. Even though the city 

of Seattle is different in many ways than the communities of the Arctic, the process itself can be 

applied in any given community.  

 The report discusses ten steps that are used to make the participatory process as 

constructive as it can be. 

Step 1: Assemble a team/working group of people with a broad range of views and experience. 

This has been done in the Arctic Social Indicator project. About 25-30 experienced people with 

various backgrounds and experts in number of fields have been convened. As of yet there are 

about three indigenous participants. The upcoming workshop that will be held in Denmark will 

have most likely have more indigenous participation. This working group must represent the full 

range of knowledge and of the community for which the indicator set is sought.  
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 Many of the people interviewed in Tromsö asked whether they would be invited to the 

workshop in Denmark for they found the project interesting and wanted to be apart of it. The ASI 

is aiming to invite a number of indigenous individuals to the workshop because it is very 

important that the project receives their views and contributions.  

Step 2:  Describe the aim/purpose of this project. The international working group team met in 

Akureyri, Iceland in 2006, where the dimensions where decided and teams were formed, each 

team working with a dimension deciding on possible indicators.  

Step 3: Outline the values and vision of the team. The group must try to identify the common 

values and visions that all of the participants can agree upon. If this fails there could be endless 

ideological discussions regarding decided indicators. At the workshop in Akureyri all of the 

participants discussed each dimensions and what the possible threats they could face, everyone 

had an opportunity to represent his/her views. This is a very important step for if the group fails 

to achieve solidarity about each dimension or indicator; the project could face problems later on 

when the indicators are being put to the test, problems that could have been avoided. The ASI has 

already chosen six domains i.e. Fate Control, Cultural Integrity, Contact with Nature, Education, 

Demography/Health and Material Well-being, the project participants expect these domains to 

represent the full spectrum of views and opinions.  

Step 4: Review of existing data. The project has already gathered numerous data from all over, 

information on how current indicators where constructed as well as indicators for sustainable 

development. Currently there are number of known scientists in dealing with matters of the 

Arctic and the challenges it and its inhabits are facing are involved in the working group, 

however the project should not limit itself to construct indicators on current available data but 

choose indicators that information could be gathered or created. The ASI will use existing data 

and the newly released SLICA results will be very useful to test our indicators. At the Arctic 
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Council meeting the representatives from SLICA made a reference to the ASI project and that 

their data can fit the ASI categories well.  

Step 5: Design preliminary set of indicators. The available data has been gathered and viewed by 

the project participants and now there are indicators being discussed and examined by groups that 

where created in the workshop held in Akureyri last year.  

For example have some of the indicators chosen been discussed in this paper under the chapter 

Fate Control.  

 Currently the groups are using virtual meetings to discuss their work as well as email, and 

this is also a beneficial way for everyone to be able to get involved, because often in workshops 

there are many vocal participants who often determine what is decided. Using online chat rooms 

and email ensures that all views are heard.  

Step 6: The involvement of community participation for critiquing and improving the 

preliminary indictors. This process is important, once the group has finished choosing the set of 

indicators that fully covers the spectrum of knowledge and values it must be submitted before the 

communities for critical revision. This should put the set of indicator under its first test, hopefully 

constructive criticism can be obtained and improvements made. The ASI working group will 

provide a draft version to the Arctic Council and its working groups which include indigenous 

representatives, transparency is very important to the ASI project representatives.  

 This is the next process for the ASI working group, this summer the participants that met 

in the workshop in Akureyri, Iceland in 2006 will come together along with numerous indigenous 

representatives that have been invited to the workshop on behalf of the ASI project, the project 

will cover their travel expenses.   

Step 7: This step involves expert participation in technical revision of the set of indicators. The 

ASI has already gathered a team of experts; in fact most participants in the project are experts in 
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their respective fields. The aim of ASI is to try and involve both experts and representatives from 

the societies that these indicators are being created for.  

Step 8: Research for required indicator data. As discussed earlier the project should make as 

much use of available data as possible. However not all of the data required will be available and 

some never even been collected, this should not be a hinder when adopting indictors that are vital 

when measuring human development.  

 SLICA or Survey of Living Conditions in the Arctic has already adopted the dimensions 

of the ASI and have already gathered information on subsistence activities and more within the 

Inuit communities in the Arctic. The ASI will make use of existing data and look into creating the 

data that is needed.  

Step 9: Publish and promote the indicator set: Once the set of indicators has been finalized and 

the means of quantifying the indicators has been discovered, the indicators need to be presented 

to the societies that the indicators where created for. The Arctic Council will most likely be the 

most convenient venue for this kind of promotion.  

Step 10: Review and update of the set of indicators set in a transparent, formal process. This 

process will hopefully not be necessary, if the indicators are robust enough they will withstand 

the track of time (Bossel, 1999). 

 

3.2 Interviews 

Interviews were conducted at the Arctic Council meeting in Tromsö 10-13 April 2007, by me and 

a colleague of mine Olga Sif Guðmundsdóttir, we are both students in Social and Economic 

development at the University of Akureyri.   
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These interviews were conducted in order to obtain feedback on the indigenous peoples’ 

views on how in their opinion the participatory process or indigenous involvement should be 

carried out with respect to the ASI project. As well as to get a perspective of an indigenous 

person about the dimensions that where chosen in the workshop held in Akureyri late in 2006. 

The dimensions fate control, cultural integrity, contact with nature, education, demography and 

material well-being.  

   

3.2.1 Gunn-Britt Retter, Head of the Arctic and Environmental Unit of the Saami Council. 

In Gunn-Britt’s view the name of one of the dimensions i.e. fate control is the same as the right to 

self-determination. Without self-determination there is not much fate-control in ones life.  

It is evident that current indicators i.e. those of the United Nations and the Gross Domestic 

Product do not suffice  when it comes to measure the quality of life of the citizens of the Arctic. 

The current indicators do not cover all the aspects of people’s lives; however current 

indicators are useful for comparison. Demography is very important for if a high number of 

people do not reach a certain age they are not able to share their knowledge with the younger 

generations.  

Protesting is a very good way of indicating if democracy is working as it should, if people are 

not capable of friendly protesting without the interference of the governments their fundamental 

rights as people are being broken.   

Having a participatory process or indigenous involvement is very much necessary in this kind 

of project. Among the Saami there is a high number of women that have PhD degrees, men are 

more involved in the traditional way of live. The Saami have good people who could and would 

like to be involved. There are many projects taking place that affect the lives of Indigenous 
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people and there need to be more open invitations to workshop were various projects can be 

presented for Indigenous people. The ASI project has had indigenous involvement from the 

beginning of the project and seeks to increase indigenous involvement in the upcoming workshop 

in Denmark.  

 

3.2.2 A representative from RAIPON  

The RAIPON representative argued that Indigenous people in Russia have lost their cultural 

foundation; many of the people have lost their understanding of their ancestry. We have lost our 

understanding that hunting is vital for our way of life in every aspect, not merely for food but for 

their culture and livelihood.  

 When the missionaries came to Russia they brought food with them, they gave the 

Indigenous people all kind of food. This made the people forget their way of life as they stopped 

hunting and lived on the missionaries’ food. One of the religious missionaries the Baptists even 

banned meat consumption, which forced the Indigenous people to abandon their way of life 

almost completely.  

 The person being interviewed argued that the first two domains, i.e. fate control and 

cultural integrity are crucial in order for the use of other domains; one can say that they are the 

foundation for the understanding of the other domains.  

 

3.2.3 Carl Chr. Olsen, Executive Council member, Greenland. Inuit Circumpolar Council 

(I.C.C) 

When Carl look at the dimensions and especially the fate control dimension the concept 

devolution of power came first to mind as a good indicator. The transfer of power from the 
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central government to the local government, the indigenous peoples are constantly fighting for 

devolution of power. The wishes for change, self-determination, self-government is negotiable 

but self-determination is not. Carl Olsen is Greenlandic which has for a long time sought self-

determination and his country achieved the status of home rule from the government of Denmark 

in 1979.  

 Another good indicator would be private and collective ownership, often inherit right to 

use resources, it should not be so. Land or resources such as access to hunting grounds should be 

available for all not in private ownership. For example in Alaska there people were forced to take 

up private ownership of land, collective ownership had been since time immemorial. Private 

ownership does not benefit people as a whole but collective does. 

 The Indigenous Peoples Secretariat is necessary to communicate with the Arctic Council, 

to express their concerns and to be heard. The Nordic countries are more willing to allow 

indigenous peoples participation in the Council.  

 The participation of indigenous peoples is very important to the Arctic council as well as 

to the Arctic Social Indicator project, indigenous people and the secretariat can provide access to 

information as well as assistance.  

The ASI project is of much importance because monitoring the life of the citizens of the 

Arctic is essential. The indicators chosen need to reflect/mirror the life of the people as other 

indicators do for the rest of the world.  

 On a different note, academic work that is to be published needs to be done in a manner 

so that everyone can view the work. Many books, papers, articles and research are in language 

that the younger generation can not easily read and are therefore not enjoyable for them.  
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3.2.4 Reindeer herder 

He felt that indigenous people’s voice is unfortunately not often heard unless they have research 

to backup their argument, very important in order to affect those that make policies.  

For indigenous people education and research is absolutely necessary especially if they can 

conduct their own research on matters that go unattended.  

To be able to educate and conduct researches is vital for fate control, enables the 

indigenous voice to echo which is important to culture, and indigenous education facilities will 

strengthen indigenous culture.  

 

3.2.5 Mary Ann Ross, Chairperson. Gwich'in Council International (GCI)  

This is an interesting project, the domains sound interesting. For example in Mary’s territory, the 

Northwest Territories in Canada religion is important. Even though religion has brought many 

though ordeals for the people it is still a big part of the indigenous way of life.  

 In their communities culture is disappearing, the drums are becoming silent. There are 

many characteristics in their culture that the elders mention that are now forgotten, the youth say 

that these things have never even existed. The people are even still today ashamed of their 

ancestry, ashamed of whom they are. The “white” people and their culture have taught us that we 

are inferior; this is still affecting the people.  

 Contact to Nature is an interesting dimension, both the elders and the youth in the 

communities say they care about nature and the contact their ancestors had with nature, however 

they do not show it in any way. For indigenous people education is essential and they need to be 

aided in pursuing it.  
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3.2.6 Gary Harrison, International Chairperson. Arctic Athabaskan Countil (AAC). 

Chief Gary started discussing Fate Control, mentioned that dimenstion for he knew it very well. 

Fate Control is something Chief Gary has worked on for quite some time, for him Fate Control is 

similar to sovereignty and soveriegnty is a very important issue for the indigenous people. The 

countries that encompass their traditional territory are still today decreasing their rights “fate 

control”, the US especially. Fate Control also connected to the control of resources, direct 

control.  

 These domains are something that people have to think about, people have to be 

consulted. Given time to digest these domains and think about pros and cons, even themselves 

given time to come up with an indicator. In respect to consultation process it would be more 

convenient for the project if it seeks to be realistic that the project participants come to their 

communities, cheaper and more convenient than to ask many indigenous people to travel in order 

to give their view. Important to ask the leaders of the community, they can provide necessary 

information and help when approaching the people. The leader know the communities and who 

will be beneficial to the project, who will give the most accurate information needed. The elders 

important, they can give the best detailed description about how the communities have changed, 

the elders what has changed.   

 First the project needs to be well presented for the people and then it can be followed up 

by phone or other ways of communication.  
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3.2.7 Patricia Cochran. Chair of the Intuit Circumpolar Council and also the Chair of 

Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat (IP’s).   

First Patricia wanted to note that indigenous participation is very important for this kind of 

project, using traditional language and surveyors is important if the project is to be a successful 

one. The Indigenous People’s Secretariat could provide assistance to find appropriate individuals; 

there are trained researchers within the secretariat who would be a great asset to this project, 

people who are trained and skilled interviewers.  

 Indigenous people need to be onboard to shape projects from the start, they can help 

shape questions, and open ended questions have proven most successful. Indigenous people 

provide native and traditional worldview and the appropriate protocol guidelines when 

approaching communities.  

The Indigenous Peoples Secretariat is very interested and would like to be consulted and 

would like to be a participant in shaping this project.  

 

3.2.8 Birger Poppel, International project director of SLICA (Survey of Living Conditions 

in the Arctic) 

The idea of constructing specific indicators for the Arctic communities is not a new phenomena. 

The dimensions that ASI has decided are more important for the people of the Arctic than for 

people who travel to the Arctic and live there for a short period of time. However for those for 

whom the Arctic is a permanent home; Fate Control is important, as is Cultural Integrity, 

Closeness to Nature. Certain domains are more important to some than to other, for example 

material well-being might be more important to non-indigenous people who live in the Arctic. 



  Arctic Social Indicators   37 

 

Alone the dimensions will not suffice but all six i.e. those mentioned above along with Education 

and Demography/Health might work well together.  

It might be a mistake to use the same methods as the Human Development Index uses, 

that is to use each indicator to collect data and then add them up and come up with a number 

where one can compare nations, societies or communities with one another. Some societies are 

doing great in some aspects of human development but are doing very poorly in others.  

When SLICA was founded there was no talk of the ASI project, it had not come about, 

there are many similarities in SLICA and ASI. Today there are roughly 100 tables that could fit 

into the ASI domains.  

 Ultimately it does not really matter what happens, there is always the fundemental 

question to be asked i.e. “are you satisfied with your life?”.  

 

After conducting these interviews it is quite apparent that indigenous people look at the 

dimension Fate Control as very important, maybe even the most important of the six domains. 

Almost all of the people interviewed said that in their opinion Fate Control is the equivalent of 

self-determination and that fighting for self-determination is something that almost all of the 

indigenous peoples in the Arctic have in common. One of the person interviewed mentioned that 

the first three dimensions i.e. Fate Control, Cultural Integrity and Contact with Nature are crucial 

for the other three dimensions; they open up the possibility to use the other three dimensions.  

 It is apparent that the ASI project is on the right track with the dimensions as well as that 

the indigenous peoples representatives believe indigenous people can contribute greatly to the 

project and wish to be a part of the whole process. Those consulted believe that the project is 

important for measuring human development in the Arctic.  
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Chapter 4 

Summary 

The Arctic Social Indicators is a task long overdue as well a task that is a complex one. The 

Arctic encompasses many different cultures in many different countries, thus creating a limited 

set of indicators that are easy to apply and aren’t very expensive in not an easy task 

There has never been an indicator created that is meant to gauge the dimensions that the ASI 

project has proposed i.e. Fate Control, Cultural Integrity and Contact with Nature. The three 

dimensions Education, Material-well-being and Demography/Health have all been used before as 

stated; however some of them for example Material Well-being (GDP) must be adjusted so they 

will be applicable to the Arctic.  

 The trip to the Arctic Council that was held in Norway was an enlightening one; I got to 

see how things are done and how communication is between both member states and permanent 

participants. The permanent participants use the Arctic Council as a horn for them to let their 

concerns and issues echo. The permanent participants are glad that they have the status they have, 

and that they are able to sit at the same table as the countries they are now a minority in. I felt that 

they took the Arctic Council very seriously sometimes even more so than the representatives 

from the member states. The Arctic Council is an important venue for all participants for it is 

there where countries come together and discuss the challenges that the Arctic faces, challenges 

that are of utmost concern like the environment, climate change, ocean management, pollution, 

economics, social and health issues. The Arctic Council is also important for the Arctic Social 

Indicator project because when the indicators will be ready they need to be introduced before all 

the countries and communities that will be using them. So instead of having to go to all of them 
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individually the ASI project can use the Arctic Council to present them for the member states and 

the permanent participant. 

 Involvement of indigenous is essential as chapter three indicated, it will be interesting to 

follow up after the workshop this summer in Denmark and see what direction the project has 

taken, what did the indigenous people think about the current indicator selection and what ideas 

where discussed. Further it will be interesting to see what has been decided about the subsistence 

economy and in what way GDP will be altered. It will also be fascinating to see what indicators 

have been selected in order to determine the best way to gauge the Fate Control dimension.  

  The duration of the ASI project is estimated to be about two and a half years. 

The next step is the workshop and in the fall a consultation in and with Arctic communities. In 

the winter of 2007 the a peer review consultation and then finally the presentation of the 

indicators at the Sixth international Congress of Arctic Social Sciences (ICASS IV) in Nuuk, 

Greenland in May 2008 which is also the International Polar Year (IPY). 

 The ASI is seeking a limited set of indicators that are robust and affordable; currently 

there is a lot of work to be done so that the goals may be achieved. The ASI is truly a ground 

breaking project and if the goals set out to be accomplished will be reached it will be a 

remarkable achievement of many dedicated individuals and will hopefully help improve the lives 

of the people of the Arctic.   
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