
 241 

Contributors 
Amy Ackerberg-Hastings teaches history for the distance education branch 

of the University System of Maryland in the United States. She is interested in the 
teaching and learning of mathematics, particularly geometry, in Great Britain and 
North America from 1750 to 1850. With Peggy A. Kidwell and David Lindsay 
Roberts, she published Tools of American Mathematics Teaching, 1800-2000 (The Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 2008). She has also written on several aspects of John 
Playfair's career, and she is currently editing Playfair's correspondence and writing 
his biography. 

aackerbe@verizon.net 
 
Kristín Bjarnadóttir is associate professor of Mathematics Education at the 

University of Iceland - School of Education. She obtained her PhD in the field of 
history of mathematics education at Roskilde University Center in Denmark. Her 
research interests cover the history of mathematics education and the history of 
mathematics, the history of mathematical concepts in particular. 

She studied mathematics and physics at the University of Iceland and 
mathematics at the University of Oregon. She has taught mathematics and physics 
at secondary level and has been a member of groups of mathematics textbooks 
writers for secondary level, as well as chaired working groups revising national 
curricula in mathematics. 

krisbj@hi.is 
 
Fulvia Furinghetti is full professor of Mathematics Education in the 

Department of Mathematics (University of Genoa). Her research concerns 
mathematics education and history of mathematics education. 

In 2000-2004 she chaired the International Study Group on the relations 
between History and Pedagogy of Mathematics affiliated to ICMI (HPM). She is 
member of CIIM (Italian Commission for Mathematics Teaching). 

furinghe@dima.unige.it 
 
Livia Giacardi is full professor of Elementary Mathematics from an Advanced 

Standpoint at the Department of Mathematics (University of Torino).  Her field of 
research is the history of mathematics and of mathematics education and she is the 
author of numerous essays, critical editions of unpublished documents, and books  
for both specialists and for a more general public. She is a member of the Scientific 
Committee for the collected works of Roger Joseph Boscovich, and she is among 
the editors of the series Convergenze (Italian Mathematical Union - Italian 
Commission for Mathematics Teaching), aimed at teacher training. 

She has been the Secretary of the Italian Society for the History of Mathematics 
from its founding in 2000 to 2008; she is currently a member of the Council. For 
the three-year period 2003-2006 she was a member of the Scientific Commission 



Contributors 

 242 

of the Italian Mathematical Union, and she has been re-elected for 2009. Since 
2003 she has been a member of the Italian Commission for Mathematics Teaching.  

livia.giacardi@unito.it 

 
Hans Christian Hansen (1947) is associate professor in mathematics 

education at UCC in Copenhagen. He graduated in mathematics from Aarhus 
University and while working at Askov People’s College he wrote his Doctoral 
thesis in the field of history of science and science education. 

His main field has been mathematics education in primary school, but he has 
been in charge of some major development projects relating to other levels: 
updating mathematics and science at Brigades Development Centre in Botswana 
1988-90 and ten years later developing university teaching at Centre for 
Educational Development of University Science in Denmark. In 2008 he and his 
coauthors published a history of mathematics education in Denmark in the 1900s. 

Hans.Christian.Hansen@skolekom.dk 
 
Bernard R. Hodgson is since 1975 Professeur titulaire in the Department of 

Mathematics and Statistics at Université Laval, Québec, Canada.  His research and 
teaching interests include mathematical logic and theoretical computer science, 
mathematical education, and the history of mathematics.  His work in education 
concerns particularly the mathematical education of teachers of both primary and 
secondary schools, as well as the role of technology and history of mathematics in 
teaching and learning.  He was an invited speaker at two editions of the 
International Congress of Mathematicians (Kyoto, 1990 and Berlin, 1998) as well 
as at the 7th International Congress on Mathematical Education (ICME-7, 1992).  
He has received many awards for his contributions to mathematical education and 
played key roles in a number of organizations, including as Vice-President of the 
Canadian Mathematical Society, President of the Canadian Mathematics Education 
Study Group, and Chair of a Committee in charge of the assessment of the quality 
of all new university programs in the province of Québec.  He is since 1999 the 
Secretary-General of the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction 
(ICMI).   

 
Iason Kastanis completed his PhD at UCL Computer Science in July 2007. 

He wrote his undergraduate thesis on the mathematical history of computer 
science under the supervision of Ivor Grattan-Guinness at Middlesex University. 
The title was The origins and the development of two of the first high level programming 
languages. From September 2006 until April 2008 he worked for Dexela Ltd. in 
London. In April 2008 he joined the EVENT lab, currently based in Universitat de 
Barcelona Facultat de Psicologia 

i.kastanis@ub.edu 
 



Contributors 

 243 

Nikos Kastanis is a lecturer in mathematics at the Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki (Greece), where he teaches history of mathematical cultures, didactics 
of mathematics and mathematics. His doctorate was in the history of Greek 
mathematical culture after the Byzantine time. During the period 2004-2008, he 
was co-editor of the Newsletter of the International Study Group on the Relation 
between the History and Pedagogy of Mathematics. 

nioka@math.auth.gr 
 
Jeremy Kilpatrick is Regents Professor of Mathematics Education at the 

University of Georgia. He has taught at European and Latin American universities, 
receiving four Fulbright awards. He holds an honorary doctorate from the 
University of Gothenburg, is a National Associate of the National Academy of 
Sciences and a Fellow of the American Educational Research Association, and has 
a Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics and the 2007 Felix Klein Medal from the International Commission 
on Mathematical Instruction. His research interests include proficiency in 
mathematics teaching, curriculum change and its history, assessment, and the 
history of research in mathematics education. 

jkilpat@uga.edu 
 
José Manuel Matos works at the Department of Mathematics of the Faculty 

of Sciences and Technology of NOVA, the New University of Lisbon. He teaches 
courses for the education of teachers of mathematics and in the Doctorate in 
Education. His research interests include the history of mathematics education, 
curriculum and learning mathematics. 

jmm@fct.unl.pt 
 
Marta Menghini is associate professor in the Department of Mathematics of 

the Sapienza University of Rome and teaches Mathematics in the Faculty of 
Pharmacy. Her main research field is mathematical education and history of 
mathematics teaching, particularly of geometry teaching. She is the author of 
numerous published works regarding themes on high school didactics of 
mathematics and on the history of mathematics teaching, analysing the link 
between the developments in mathematics and mathematics curricula. 

Other works concerned the foundations of geometry from the theoretic and 
the didactical point of view; the introduction to definitions in geometry in line with 
van Hiele’s theory; problem solving in the field of algebra and of calculus; the 
history of Italian algebraic geometry; finite and non-Euclidean geometries. 

Marta.Menghini@uniroma1.it 
 
Johan Prytz received his PhD degree in 2007. The dissertation treats geometry 

instruction in Sweden during the period 1905-1962. Johan is working as lecturer at 
the Department of Curriculum studies at Uppsala University. His research interest 



Contributors 

 244 

is in the history of mathematics education and the history of mathematics, but also 
in topics regarding language and mathematics instruction. 

johan.prytz@did.uu.se  
 
Pauline Romera-Lebret is hosted researcher at the Centre François Viète of 

the Université de Nantes. Her studies concern epistemology and history of 
mathematics. 

pauline.lebret@gmail.com 
 
Gert Schubring is a visiting professor at the Universidade Federal do Rio de 

Janeiro, in Rio de Janeiro. Besides the history of mathematics education, his 
research interests focus on the history of mathematics and the sciences in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and on their systemic interaction with socio-
cultural systems. He has published several books among which are Die Entstehung 
des Mathematiklehrerberufs im 19. Jahrhundert (1983/1991), the lecture notes Análise 
histórica de livros de Matemática (Campinas, 2003), and Conflicts between Generalization, 
Rigor and Intuition. Number Concepts Underlying the Development of Analysis in 17th-19th 
Century France and Germany (New York, 2005). He is Chief Editor of The International 
Journal for the History of Mathematics Education. 

gert.schubring@uni-bielefeld.de 
 
Man Keung SIU obtained a B.Sc. as a double major in mathematics and 

physics from the University of Hong Kong. He went on to earn a PhD in 
mathematics from Columbia University, writing a dissertation on algebraic K-
theory under the supervision of Hyman Bass. Like the Oxford cleric in Chaucer’s 
The Canterbury tales, “and gladly would he learn, and gladly teach”. He had been 
doing that for more than three decades until he retired in 2005, and is still enjoying 
himself in doing that after retirement. He has published some research papers in 
algebra, combinatorial designs, and computer science, some more papers of a 
general nature in history of mathematics and mathematics education, and several 
books in popularizing mathematics. In particular he is most interested in 
integrating history of mathematics with the learning and teaching of mathematics, 
and has been participating actively in an international community of History and 
Pedagogy of Mathematics since the mid 1980s. 

mathsiu@hkucc.hku.hk 
 
Harm Jan Smid (1945) obtained his bachelors and masters degree in 

mathematics from the Leiden University. He was math teacher and teacher trainer, 
and worked for more than 25 year at the Delft University of Technology. In 1997 
he obtained there his PhD with a thesis on the history of mathematics education in 
the nineteenth century in The Netherlands. After his retirement he works as a 
guest researcher at the Library of the Leiden University. 

h.j.smid@ipact.nl 



Contributors 

 245 

 
Wagner Rodrigues Valente (1954) is PhD in Education (University of Sao 
Paulo). He coordinates the GHEMAT - Grupo de Pesquisa de História da 

Educação Matemática (History of Mathematics Education Research Group) 
(www.unifesp.br/centros/ghemat) and works at Sao Paulo State University 
(Unifesp). He has published Uma história da matemática escolar no Brasil, 1730-1930 (A 
history of school mathematics in Brazil, 1730-1930) and is the editor of books 
such as O nascimento da matemática do ginásio (The birth of mathematics in high 
school), Euclides Roxo e a modernização da matemática escolar no Brasil (Euclides Roxo 
and the modernization of school mathematics in Brazil), Ubiratan D´Ambrosio, 
among many articles concerning history of mathematics in specialized magazines. 

wagner.valente@pq.cnpq.br 
 
Thorsteinn Vilhjálmsson was born in Reykjavík, Iceland, in 1940. In 1967 he 

finished cand. scient. in theoretical physics from Niels Bohr Institute, University of 
Copenhagen. In 1967-1969 was Research fellow at Nordita, Copenhagen. Since 
1969 he has been research fellow in physics and later professor in physics and 
history of science at the University of Iceland, Reykjavík. He has spent research 
terms at University of Michigan, UCLA, Göteborg, Copenhagen and other places. 

He is author of books and articles on physics and history of science, both 
scholarly and for the general public. From the beginning of the Icelandic web of science 
he has been its chief editor. 

tv@hi.ish 



 

 246 

 


