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Ágrip 

Frá tímum síðari heimsstyrjaldar hefur þróunaraðstoð verið veitt til þeirra landa sem eru hvað 

verst stödd í heiminum. Frá þeim tíma hefur sú hugmynd verið ríkjandi að einn daginn munu 

hefðbundin samfélög breytast yfir í nútíma ríki með efnahagslegum framförum. Þessi ritgerð 

fjallar um þróunaraðstoð sem veitt er til þróunarlanda og sögulegt samhengi hennar frá seinni 

heimsstyrjöld og fram til dagsins í dag. Hugtakið þróun verður skoðað með tilvísun í efnahags- 

og félagslegar framfarir og hvaða mynd hugtakið hefur tekið á sig síðastliðin 70 ár. Áhrif 

þróunaraðstoðar verða skoðuð, sérstaklega í Afríku sunnan Sahara. Þróunaraðstoð hefur gengið 

í gegnum margar breytingar frá síðari heimsstyrjöldinni og sérstaklega á síðustu áratugum. 

Reynsla af þróunaraðstoð og nýjir straumar innan þróunarrannsókna eru meðal þeirra þátta sem 

hafa haft áhrif á þessar breytingar. Nú er helsta áherslan á sjálfbæra þróun og hvernig á að ná 

henni fram. Vaxandi fjöldi frjálsra félagasamtaka hefur staðið fyrir eða tekið þátt í umræðum 

til að hjálpa til við mótun þessarar nýlegu stefnu í þróunarmálum. Margir fræðimenn eru á 

þeirri skoðun að þróunaraðstoð hafi í raun ekki leitt til árangurs og í Afríku sunnan Sahara 

hefur þróunaraðstoð frekar aukið misrétti og fátækt. Að ná fram sjálfbærri þróun hefur því 

orðið aðal umræðuefni innan alþjóðasamfélagsins. Margvíslegum aðferðum hefur verið beitt 

til þess að ná fram sjálfbærri þróun með áherslu á að líta á það sem ferli ekki bara sem markmið. 

Þetta kallar á langtíma nálgun og krefst stöðugrar vinnu og aðlögunar. Það hefur verið vaxandi 

vitund fyrir nauðsyn þess að verkefni sjálfærrar þróunar innan þriðja heimsins séu í höndum 

þróunarlandanna sjálfra. Helstu þróunarsamvinnu samtök eru sammála um að tæknileg 

samvinna þeirra við staðbundnar stofnanir hafi ekki verið mjög árangursrík við að aðstoða 

þróunarlönd að eigin sjálfbærni. Ástæðan fyrir þessu er aðallega skortur á ábyrgð og 

eignarhaldi og hafa því verið gerðar breytingar í þá átt að færa þróunaraðstoðar verkefni á 

hendur þeirra sem þarfnast aðstoðar. Flestir fræðimenn telja að fjárhagsleg þróunaraðstoð sé 

að mestu leyti árangurslaus og að öðrum aðferðum þurfi að beita til þess að ná fram sjálfbærri 

þróun. 

 

 

[Lykilorð: Þróunaraðstoð, sjálfbær þróun, skilvirkni þróunaraðtoðar, Afríka sunnan Sahara] 
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Abstract 

Since the time of the Second World War development aid has been granted to countries that 

are impoverished or in need of assistance. From that time the dominant idea has been that 

eventually traditional societies would develop into a modern state through economic 

advancement. This thesis focuses on development assistance that has been granted to 

developing countries in historical context from the Second World War until today. The term 

development will be examined with reference to the progress of economic and social 

conditions, as well as its different forms during the last 70 years. The impact of development 

assistance will be examined, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. Development assistance has 

gone through many changes since the Second World War, especially in the last decades. 

Evaluating the impact of development aid and new currents within development studies are 

among the factors that have influenced these changes. Currently a strong focus is placed on 

sustainable development and how to achieve it. A growing number of NGOs have lobbied or 

taken part in discussions to help shape the new and evolving agenda. Many scholars are of 

the opinion that development aid has not resulted in progress and that in sub-Saharan Africa 

development aid has rather increased inequality and poverty. How to achieve sustainable 

development has therefore become the main debate within the international community. 

Many strategies have been proposed for achieving sustainable development with emphasis on 

seeing it as a process rather than just a set of goals. This constitutes a long-term approach to 

development and it requires continuous learning and adapting. There has been a growing 

awareness that sustainable development should be upheld by the developing countries 

themselves. Major development assistance organizations agree that technical cooperation 

with local institution has not been very effective in helping developing countries to create 

their own sustainable capacities. The reason for this is mainly the lack of ownership and 

therefore there have been changes toward bringing development projects into the hands of 

those who need the aid. Most scholars conclude that development aid is mostly ineffective 

and other means are necessary in order to achieve sustainable development.  

 

 

[Keywords: Development assistance, sustainable development, aid effectiveness, sub-

Saharan Africa] 
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Introduction 

Since the Second World War, the concept of development –with reference to improvement in 

economics and social conditions- has undergone a considerable transformation. From then 

underdeveloped became a repeatedly concept and actions of development assistance were 

initiated. Since then ending poverty has become one of the main task for the international 

community and large donations have been made to countries like those in sub-Saharan 

Africa. The situation is still much the same today; Africa is still mostly poor and there is still 

no sign that foreign aid will end poverty. Aid arrives in numerous forms such as humanitarian 

assistance, food and medicines, education programs and military aid. However, although food 

and medicine are important for those in need, this does not work against the problems which 

makes people hungry and sick in the first place. Most developing countries have a common 

characteristic, that is that they suffer from aspects of economic, social and political 

underdevelopment. Developing countries are often defined and measured by their poverty 

and this is done at the national level by showing low per capita gross domestic product 

(GDP) and an inequitable distribution of national income. This poverty limits the 

opportunities for human development for the people of the ‘Third World’. The chances for 

education are low and access to health care and clean drinking water are limited. 

(Handelman, 1996).  

It is estimated that over 3 billion people live on less than $2.50 a day. Asia and Africa 

are the poorest continents and sub- Saharan Africa has the least developed countries (LDCs). 

Global extreme poverty has fallen in the last decades but still in 2013, 767 million people or 

10,7 percent of the world population were estimated to be living below the poverty line of 

$1.90 per day. Sub-Saharan Africa is the region that has the largest number of extremely poor 

people or half of the total number (World Bank Group, 2016). It is a complex task 

understanding all the causes of underdevelopment for about 48 least developed countries. 
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Since the independence of Asian and African countries around the 1950’s social scientist 

began to study the third world politics. The main focus has been on trying to understand the 

underdevelopment of countries in the south and how they can be transformed from traditional 

society to modern society (Handelman, 1996).  

In this thesis, the impact of development assistance over the past 70 years will be 

examined, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa based on historical and theoretical contexts. I 

want to explore what impact development assistance has had in sub-Saharan Africa. This 

thesis aims to answer the following questions: Can sub-Saharan Africa ever be become 

developed when relying on aid? Has development assistance had an impact on ending 

poverty in the region? How can sustainable development be achieved? And if so, what kind 

of ways can be efficient and successful with long-lasting outcomes?  

This thesis is divided into four main chapters. The first chapter introduces the concept of 

development and how it has changed since the Second World War in relation to the 

underdeveloped countries. The purpose of the second chapter is to explain the historical 

context of development assistance in the last 70 years. Sub-Saharan Africa is the region in 

focus with respect to most of the debate on development assistance, therefore, the effect of 

development aid in the region will be discussed and the criticism development aid has 

received over the last decade. The third chapter will explore aid effectiveness in sub-Saharan 

Africa. Sustainability will be defined and there will be a short history of the discourse of 

sustainability as a concept and discussion on the goals that the international community have 

committed themselves to. At the end of the chapter I will examine if aid projects have been 

successful and resulted in long-term development, and also I will provide a discussion on 

whether humanitarian aid has proven itself indispensable. The fourth chapter will discuss the 

future development assistance. The overall aim of this thesis is to discuss the general 

problems developing countries, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, have been struggling in 
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their attempt to become modernized societies on account of international aid and Western 

involvement and interference.   

 

1 Theoretical background of Development 

Development is a concept that an increasing number of scholars from many different fields 

have focused their attention to. Development has a positive meaning and to most of us, it 

refers to some progress to betterment. In brief, development means using the productive 

resources in society to improve the living conditions of people especially the poor. People's 

ideas about development vary but some will mean that development is just an economic 

concept. Development is however more than an economic concept; it also means the 

improvement of natural, social, cultural and political conditions. Development theories are 

premised on various academic disciplines and points of view, including economic, 

sociological, anthropological, historical or geographical perspectives (Peet & Hartwick, 

2009).  

Since the Second World War ideas about development have been used to describe and 

explain differences between societies. In his article "Anthropology and its evil twin", the 

anthropologist James Ferguson traces the history of development in the social sense and how 

it ended up taking the form that it did. According to Ferguson, there are three key principles 

regarding social evolution. First, there is the belief that societies of the world should be seen 

as individuals because each society is making its way through an evolutionary process of its 

own and at its own pace, not relying on other societies. Second, there is certainness that all 

societies will evolve in the same way because the human history is everywhere and always 

the same. Finally, the idea that the differences between societies of the world are caused by 

differences in the development status of social evolution. The study of anthropology in the 

20th century seems to be marked by arranging communities on a certain scale, from the small 
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population or traditional societies who didn’t seem to change to larger and more modern 

societies. Developed, modern “us” and a not-yet developed, primitive “them”.  It was a time 

of change, societies became evermore diverse and there was major geopolitical restructuring 

(Ferguson, 1997).  

According to Arturo Escobar, the concept of development linked portraying 

underdeveloped areas can be traced to the early post-World War II period. The 

transformation after the war led to major change in the relationship between rich and poor 

countries. It was a time of “discovery” of mass poverty in Asia, Africa and Latin America 

and there was the need for restructuring global culture and the political economy. A new 

geographical concept paved its way: The Third World. It was then when development was 

almost exclusively related to economic development of "underdeveloped areas". At the time 

of the war, two-thirds of the world population was living with hunger, experiencing poverty, 

diseases, and misery. This poverty was seen as a problem for the Western world and a war on 

poverty began. The solution seemed to be economic growth and plans for action started to 

take place (Escobar, 1995).  

Theory of modernization was a dominant paradigm in the 1950s and 1960s. The 

theory elaborated differences between societies of the Western world and the ‘Third world’ 

and that eventually traditional societies would shift to a modern state through economic 

advancement. Although economists were the most dominant theorist at this time, the most 

influential and important theory, “theory of economic growth and development”, came from 

American historian W.W. Rostow.  In his book: The Stages of Economic Growth (1960), 

Rostow put forward his “take-off theory”. The theory describes five stages of development 

which communities go through from a primitive agricultural society to a sophisticated large 

consumption community. The take-off theory was very representative of the dominant 

discourse of modernization and had a formative influence on the creation of the world's third 
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term (Peet & Hartwick, 2009). By 1955 a discourse had emerged which was characterized by 

the formation of a vast number of ideas and strategies including the most important one, 

mainly that development was supposed to be all about people. Development was the response 

to poverty that took place in the years of Second World War. It resulted in the establishment 

of development studies which led to the creation of restructuring programs meant to suit the 

needs of ‘Third World’ (Escobar, 1995).  

After decades of following the modernization theory, many developing countries were 

frustrated with no constructive result sought new strategies and solutions. Dependence theory 

started to pave its way with the view that development was based on the external destruction 

by Western societies of those non-Western societies (Peet & Hartwick, 2009). Unlike 

modernization theorists, dependency theorists focused on the relationship of the injustice of 

the world economy towards the developing countries. The author of The Political economy of 

Growth, Paul Baran argued that the First World hindered the Third World’s transformation 

from poverty to prosperity. Based on the Marxist theory of economic development, Baran 

suggested that “third-world bourgeoisies ruled in alliance with traditional landed elites, 

spending their profits on ostentation rather than on the investment that would accelerate 

growth” (Rapley, 2002: 17). Andre Gunder Frank later developed Baran’s ideas and came 

with a theory of the division among societies, “The development of underdevelopment”, 

which outlines how capitalism created inequality between developed countries and those 

underdeveloped. It was impossible for the underdeveloped countries to develop as long as 

they were trapped in the state of the world economy based on capitalism (Peet & Hartwick, 

2009).  

World-systems theory evolved in the 1970s out of the dependency theory on the same 

argument that wealthy countries benefitted from those poorer. Immanuel Wallerstein is 

considered to be the most influential scholar of World-systems theory. According to him, all 
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states form part of a capitalist world economy which is divided into three economics zones: 

core, semi-periphery, and periphery. Core countries are efficient, well organized with a 

productive economic system and are capital intensive. Peripheral countries have the opposite 

characteristics and are exploited by the core countries for their labor and raw materials, while 

semi-periphery countries combine elements of both. With this kind of framework Wallerstein 

argued that “comparative analyses of the whole system and development of its regional parts 

can be made” (Peet & Hartwick, 2009: 175). Earlier theoretical approaches gave way in the 

late 1970s and the early 1980s to the realization that “effective development” would need to 

start with local communities rather with international initiatives. The focus was on ‘basic 

needs’ such as sufficient food, clean water, shelter, healthcare and etc. and from then on 

strategies with basic need approach in forms of aid and research, development and 

cooperation became essential (Haynes, 2008). 

 

2 Development assistance 

To understand the impact development assistance has had on the world it is important to 

know the purpose for which aid is provided. According to Riddle (2007), Development 

assistance or development aid can be defined in a broad sense as a part of foreign aid used to 

contribute to human welfare and development in poor countries. However, the focus has been 

on those giving aid rather than those receiving it and does not take into account why aid is 

given. Development assistance can be in the form of money, loans, products, research etc. 

and can be both official or non-official. OECD has defined Official development assistance 

(ODA) as a flow of aid from government agencies to countries or regions that are on the 

Development Assistance Committee (DAC) list of developing countries and to multilateral 

development institutions. The primary purpose of each transaction must be to promote the 

development and welfare of developing countries and needs to be at least 25% in the form of 
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grant. Its purpose is to increase growth and promote further development in the receiving 

country (OECD, n.d.). 

 

2.1 Historical overview  

As pointed out earlier in chapter one, ideas about development assistance and the ‘Third 

World’ emerged during and as a consequence of World War II. In 1944 over 700 hundred 

delegates from 44 countries meet in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire. The aim of the 

conference was to “rebuild the international financial market, establish a multilateral trading 

system and build a framework for economic cooperation” (Moyo, 2009: 10). The war which 

was about to end had left Europe crumbling and it was clear that some kind of financial 

support was needed to rebuilt it as it was. The meeting led to the creation of the World Bank 

(International Bank for Reconstruction and Development) and the IMF (International 

Monetary Fund) which together formed what is often referred to as Bretton Woods 

institutions (Moyo, 2009). Founding conference of the United Nation in San Francisco in 

1945 was an important milestone in the history of development assistance. Representatives 

from 50 countries signed the UN charter with the purpose of promoting social progress and 

better quality of life and liberty and to take advantage of a global network to enhance the 

economic and social advancement of all people (Escobar, 1995). 

In 1947 George C. Marshall U.S. Secretary of State proposed the idea that the U.S. 

would help Europe to recover from those economic and social disasters which the Second 

World War had left behind. This proposal was in the end named the Marshall plan and 

included financial support from the United States to 16 European countries. The program 

extends to almost five years, and at the time fourteen European countries received aid worth 

about 13 billion. The success of the program was unambiguous and it can be safely stated that 

it was in many ways the start of development assistance (Escobar, 1995). It can be doubted 
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whether the purpose behind the Marshall Plan was just to bring Western Europe back on its 

feet or if it was a way for the U.S. to influence foreign policy and winning allies against the 

Soviets (Moyo, 2009). The years following were characterized by the hope that poverty could 

be eliminated and a new solution for mankind would come. This belief was widespread and 

was expressed in a speech by president Harry S. Truman in 1949 where he came with the 

notion that the U.S. could help the countries in need to have the same quality of life as the 

American people. He outlined how necessary it was for governments to provide aid for the 

development of poor countries and encouraged other nations to make commitments (Elliott, 

1999). By the early 1950’s the notion of the three worlds: free industrialized nations, the 

Communist industrialized nations, and the poor, nonindustrial nations had attached itself or 

as we know it better the First, Second and Third World nations (Escobar, 1995).  

President Truman’s speech did not increase aid immediately to developing countries. 

It was not until the mid-1950s that ODA began to expand and United Stated contributed half 

of all official aid. In 1951 the UN secretary General set up a group of experts to assess 

precisely how developing countries should be assisted. The large transfer of financial aid 

seemed to be the answer and by possibly raising $5bn a year it would get poor countries’ 

economies to rush their per capita growth to some 2 percent per year. However, by the end of 

the 1950s, the World Bank was already emerging as a significant source of development 

finance. Emergency relief aid was initially dominated in the early 1950s by the UN’s Food 

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) which in 1960 launched its first campaign ‘freedom 

from hunger’ among other NGOs (Non-governmental organization). Following that 

campaign establishment of the World Food Programme started and became the main channel 

for emergency food aid. In those years the official aid level rose steadily but so did the rates 

of poor countries’ economies, including those in Sub-Saharan Africa (Riddel, 2007). 

According to Caroline Robb (2004), until 1960 development aid was largely provided 
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without conditions, due mainly to post-colonial guilt and goodwill to newly independent 

countries. However, with the advent of the Cold War, aid was increasingly associated with 

the interests of the United States or the Soviet Union. Many Southern countries started to 

question the deterioration in their international terms of trade and during the late 1960s, there 

was dissatisfaction between countries of north and south. The Non-Aligned Movement 

founded in 1961 and the Group of 77 (G77) founded in 1964 were established to give a voice 

for Southern governments within the UN. Towards the end of the 1960s, there were two 

significant shifts in aid agency behavior: “first, they started lending to poorer countries, and 

second, aid in general became more concessional” (Robb, 2004: 23). This era was further 

marked by Northern governments foreign policy than reducing poverty.  

The oil crisis that took place in the 1970s put its mark on the world economy, as the 

price of oil reached new heights. As oil prices were at its peak, the countries who exported it 

profited. This resulted in developing countries paying more for oil and there was an increase 

in interest rates on loans from industrial countries. Developing countries were forced to take 

up new loans in order to continue paying off older loans (Robb, 2004). This was an 

opportunity for private financial institutions to step in, especially commercial and investment 

banks who were not so concerned with social and political responsibilities but rather 

interested with the interest earned. Developing countries kept on getting loans to pay off 

other loans and in the end, it was impossible to repay their newer loans, major banks 

panicked and refused to lend more (Peet & Hartwick, 2009). In the 1980s aid agencies 

became more aware of the complexity of poverty. ODA fell sharply and major bilateral 

donors cut their aid budgets. It became more clear that economic growth alone was 

insufficient to reduce poverty (Riddel, 2007). World bank and the IMF started new 

necessitated economic aid programs: so-called stabilization and structural adjustment. This 

meant that poor governments of underdeveloped countries received cash in form of budgetary 



 10 

support but in return governments needed to embrace the free marked solution, minimize the 

role of the state, privatizing industries, liberalizing trade and reduce civil service (Moyo, 

2009). These programs were highly criticized by many Southern governments who were 

concerned that they promoted privatization by the North and reduced the role of the Southern 

states. By the late 1980s there was growing realization by aid agencies that the aid system 

was not working and, as a result, the 1980s has sometimes be referred to in terms of 

developments as the ‘lost decade’ (Robb, 2004).  

The end of the Cold War in 1991 marked a new chapter in development policies, as 

the Soviet Union had been a huge source of development aid, now the West had all the 

power. The 1990s were characterized by two themes of aid: First, there was the dominance of 

multilateral agencies, such as World Bank. Second, there was official donor aid, such as 

emergency and humanitarian aid (Moyo, 2009). In the 1990s ODA funds for humanitarian 

assistance had doubled. At this time debate and discussion about the failure of development 

aid arose. Too much aid had led to aid dependency which was only source of finance and not 

sustainable development. A focus was on rediscovering aid to reduce poverty and institution 

such as United Nation and UNICEF started raising attention to the cause. Starting in 1990, 

annual Human Development Reports (HDRs) have been produced which include ranking of 

and changes in development performance. The HDRs have had a in improving aid programs, 

making it more effective as well including more debt relief for the purpose of ending world 

poverty (Riddel, 2007). Since the Cold War, there has been rising investment in the private-

sector in some developing countries together with the increasing role of NGOs (Kingsbury, 

Remenyi, McKay & Hunt, 2004). In the year 2000 member countries of the United Nation at 

that time adopted eight Millennium Development Goals. It was a commitment towards 

ending global poverty and achieving other human development goals by 2015 (Väyrynen, 

2005).   
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Development assistance has gone through many changes since WWII and especially in 

the last decades. Experience from development aid and new currents within developmental 

studies are among the factors that have influenced these changes. Now much of the focus is 

on sustainable development and how to achieve it. A growing number of NGOs have lobbied 

or taken part in discussions to help shape the new and evolving agenda. NGOs have been 

participants in UN aid and development conferences to bring awareness to the global society 

on issues that matters to all of us (Riddel, 2007).  

 

2.2 Sub-Saharan Africa 

People's ideas about Africa are very much shaped by the images that appear in news and 

other media. These images do not give the complete picture of the continent, as they only 

show dilemmas of violence and conflicts. Knowledge of Africa is not sophisticated in the 

mind of many people in the Western World, and it is common for sub-Saharan Africa to be 

thought of as homogeneous entity when it is, in fact, a diverse continent consisting of 48 

countries (Gordon & Gordon, 2013). Most of the people in the region are engaged in some 

kind of agriculture and live on what they produce. The economy is mostly built on products 

harvested from nature such as food crops, forest products and minerals. Environmental issues 

and factors have influence the welfare of hundreds of millions of people, which have been 

affected by drought, flood and plagues among others natural forces (Neff, 2013). The history 

of sub-Saharan Africa has had many cases of violence and cultural challenges generated by 

both internal and external forces (Gordon & Gordon, 2013). 

One of the most famous and maybe the most successful program of development 

assistance was the Marshall Plan. The plan brought Western Europe back to a path of strong 

economic development and built strong alliances between two continents. This aid had 

political stability, restored hope and also benefited the United State itself. Aid had intended 
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results in Europe, so Africa became a prime target for aid from the mid-1950’s (Moyo, 2009). 

The continent was undergoing great changes; many countries of Africa were claiming their 

independence which for most settler colonies was won only through armed struggle. The 

colonialists had ruled for about 70 years and still had great political and economic power over 

Africa. Getting independence did not mean that Africa would eliminate problems that were 

created in the colonial period (O’Toole, 2013). This independence was also not positive 

financially for African countries because they had depended on former colonial masters and 

therefore foreign aid was seen as necessary (Moyo, 2009). Integration into an international 

capitalist marked system began to take place, but this had detrimental results for most African 

countries. This integration came at a cost of foreign imports which was unfavorable to Africa, 

almost leaving all countries in debt and poverty (Gordon & Gordon, 2013).  

By 1965 almost half of the countries in sub-Sahara Africa (SSA) where independent 

and aid had reached at least 950 million US dollars. In the decades following, almost all SSA 

states were in economic decline which led to borrowing more in order to pay off debts. The 

price of oil in Africa rose and with that food price followed. By the end of 1970’s Africa had 

received US$36 billion in foreign assistance. Debts kept on growing and were at least US$1 

trillion in the end of 1980s. In the 1990s failure of aid was a public matter, and the blame for 

Africa’s economic crumble was on the hand of political leadership and weak institution 

(Moyo, 2009). These economic problems had great effect on the people of SSA. They 

affected the social aspect of development, that is, the health, education, and general quality of 

life (DeLancey, 2013). At this point the idea that good governance is needed for sustainable 

economic growth had because widely accepted but this motion was lacking across sub-

Saharan Africa. The Cold had war provided rich countries with political importance by 

giving aid to the most corrupt dictators in Africa. In the year 2000 SSA received much 

attention worldwide and strong sympathy was expressed towards the region in the media 
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(Moyo, 2009). The Human development report from 2013 showed that Africa had shown one 

of the best improvement in the Human development index between 1990 and 2014. In the 

years 2003 to 2008 the income per capita in SSA grew 5% each year. This has been one of 

the most striking achievements in Sub-Saharan Africa. However, the HDI scores in the region 

are still the lowest in the world after more than 60 years of huge inflows of foreign aid 

(UNDP, 2013). 

Moyo (2009) talks about the rise of glamor aid in 2000. According to her, big stars and 

other prominent community members have increasingly been fighting for increasing 

development aid, especially to Africa. British Prime Minister Tony Blair announced in 2005 

a plan for a “big push forward” in Africa to end poverty which was to be financed by an 

increase in foreign aid. This agenda was set as a priority at the G8 Summit in 2005 and lead 

to an agreement to double the foreign aid to Africa or from $25 billion a year to $50 billion in 

the effort of promoting overall economic growth (Easterly, 2009). The Millennium 

Development Goals for the year 2015 focused mostly on Africa where shortfall to the goals 

was the greatest. Cutting poverty in half, achieving gender equality, dramatically increasing 

access to clean water, and other social indicators were among other goals to achieve before 

the end of 2015. Now a new agenda has been established for 2030 with even more ambitious 

goals. There has still been some positive achievement since independence towards hopeful 

future such as improvements in health care and education, and life expectancy has gone up 

and infant mortality has gone down (Gordon & Gordon, 2013). According to Easterly (2009), 

over 700 billion dollars in the form of development aid have been provided to Africa since 

the 1960’s, but despite these enormously high figures, economic growth has remained 

virtually unchanged and The Western effort to “save Africa” with aid has shown little 

evidence. 
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2.3 Criticism on development aid 

Development assistance has received much criticism, especially in recent years. There have 

been doubts about its effectiveness and how its ability to deliver what was promised. 

However, many are not critical of foreign aid per se; instead, they trace problems with 

particular development assistance to the overall aid relationship such as where it comes from 

and who receive it. It is believed that most problems with aid arise from poor decision-

making (Riddel, 2007). The anthropologist Arturo Escobar has been one of the biggest critics 

of development assistance. In his book Encountering Development (1995) he argues that the 

Western World has exploited the ‘Third World’ for its own interest and gain. He looks at it as 

the West is maintaining a significant control over its former colonies and points out that 

development aid fails the developing countries due to its degree of being adjusted to the 

needs and requirements of Western society. He argues that the debate on development and 

development assistance actually creates the subject it deals with.  

Former adviser at the International Monetary Fund Dambisa Moyo has been very 

critical about aid to Africa. In her book Dead Aid, Moyo blames development aid largely for 

Africa's poverty problem. The $2 trillion dollars that Africa has received in the form of 

development aid in the past 50 years have done little or nothing to help strengthening the 

continent's economy. The countries with the greatest support have experienced the slightest 

increase in economic growth and have only shown little noticeable sustainable development. 

She states that short-term interventions in the form of development aid may seem impressive 

at the first glance, but “that aid effectiveness should be measured against its contribution to 

long-term sustainable growth” (Moyo, 2009: 44). According to Riddle (2007), official 

development aid has brought some positive contribution to developing countries but these 

benefits have mostly been a short-term solution. Most development projects and programs 

have not established long-term sustainability and contributed to broader goals. In his book 
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Does aid really work? Riddle tries to answer this question and his honest answer is that we 

still don’t know. He states that it is not because we haven’t tried to answer it, rather it, is 

because of the inherent difficulties of tracing its contribution.  

Boone (1995) also concludes that development aid is mostly ineffective. In his 

research, he finds no significant correlation between aid and economic growth. Foreign aid 

can neither promote economic growth nor human development, because aid finances 

government consumption rather than investment. Moss, Pettersson and van de Walle (2006), 

reviewed evidence regarding the potentially negative effects of aid in sub-Saharan-Africa. 

According to them, it is suggested that aid can reduce incentives for revenue collection and 

negatively affect public governance in Africa. Their analysis also suggests that high levels of 

aid can have a negative effect on local institutions. The aid flowing to Africa is therefore of 

great concern and should be spent on other types of assistance that would have more long-

term development results. In the book Ending Aid Dependence, Tandon (2008) discusses the 

possibility that African countries can experience real progress if they aim to escape from 

being dependent on development aid. He comes with a seven step exit-strategy towards 

independence from development assistance. This is a long process which might take a long 

time but, in his view, it is crucial for developing countries to take control, instead of being 

driven by external forces. 

 

3 Aid effectiveness  

While development assistance can and has been criticized, it has also shown some positive 

signs of its accomplishment, and in most countries there are some opportunities for aid to be 

used effectively. The public's support for aid also remains strong, mostly because people 

really want to believe that it works. This belief of faith is a major condition for the 

confirmation of future aid (Riddel, 2007).  
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3.1 Sustainable Development  

The term 'sustainable development' has gained broad support in last few decades from all 

kinds of international aid agencies and those who work on development issues. By the late 

1990s, the term was widely used in many political arenas and academic fields. There are 

many definitions of sustainable development but it literally refers to maintaining 

development over time (Elliot, 1999).  It can be said that the Stockholm Conference (a United 

Nations Conference on the Human Environment) in 1972 was the first public event regarding 

sustainable development. The conference focused on critical environmental issues, especially 

the issues which developing countries were facing such as lack of clean water and sanitation. 

It was also emphasized underdevelopment and poverty can cause environmental degradation, 

thus there was a need for much thinking and action towards promoting sustainability should 

be initiated (Elliot, 1999).  

 Sustainable development was then properly introduced in 1987 in the United Nations 

report on Environment and Development: "Our common future" or the so called Brundtland 

report. Since then sustainable development has been commonly defined as: "Human activities 

that meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to 

meet their own needs" (WCED, 1987). The report urged leaders of the world and the people 

to rethink their ways of living and to pursue common goals together. The core issues of 

Sustainable development were identified including those of human security and 

environmental protection. Emphasis was placed on the importance of addressing our common 

challenges involving food, species and ecosystems, energy, industry and the urban challenge. 

The foundation of sustainable development became “about reconciling development and the 

environmental resources on which society depends” (Elliott, 1999:12). It is well known that 

in many of the poorest countries the ability of government to provide basic needs for shelter, 

food, water and employment for their citizens is difficult, especially because of fast 
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population growth rates. Inequalities among people with respect to access to resources have 

been a great challenge for sustainable development (WCED, 1987).    

 Sustainable development received bigger platform when introduced in 1992 by the 

United Nations at the Conference on Environment and Development which was also called 

the ‘Earth Summit’ and took place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The central aim of the 

conference was actions towards sustainable development in the future, Agenda 21 and the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDG) were the main tasks introduced. Agenda 21 focused 

on addressing pressing problems of poverty, hunger, sickness and illiteracy and emphasized 

on the building of a global partnership and preparing the world for the challenges of next 

century. The MDGs were set to meet the needs of the poorest people in the world and were 

organized into eight categories: “1) eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; 2) achieve 

universal primary education; 3) promote gender equality and empower women; 4) reduce 

child mortality; 5) improve maternal health; combat HIV / AIDS malaria and other diseases; 

7) ensure environmental sustainability; and 8) develop a global partnership for development” 

(Elliott, 1999). While these goals apply throughout the world, they have specifically involved 

improving living conditions in sub-Saharan Africa, the region which is most depended on 

official flows of aid and has made the MDGs very hard to achieve (Addison, Mavrotas & 

McGilliray, 2005). At the Millennium Summit in 2000 all 189 member states of the United 

Nation adopted these eight Millennium Development Goals. It was a commitment towards 

ending global poverty and achieving other human development goals by 2015. As we now 

know the MDGs were not achieve but significant progress was made such as reducing 

poverty in half (World Bank Group, 2016). 

In 2008 “the three pillars of” sustainable development where introduced in a report 

from OECD. These pillars were: society, the economy, and the environment. The world 

depends on the ecosystem and the services it provides for meeting the basic needs of life such 



 18 

as food. Humanity depends on the environment for existence, and damaging it and 

overexploiting its services will in the end will leave us with consequences we are not 

prepared for. With millions of inhabitants in a limited spaces, the struggle to balance the 

needs of the population is tremendous. Sustainable development therefore includes ambitious 

goals to achieve, and on January first of 2016, the UN submitted the 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG) of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development. These goals 

universally apply to all and should be a task over the next years to make efforts to end all 

forms of poverty, fight inequalities and tackle climate change etc. (OECD, 2016).  

What does this mean for the poorest and most underdeveloped countries? How can 

the goals of the 2030 Agenda be achieved and in what kind of way? Sustainable development 

goals are towards ending poverty, hunger, diseases, free the world of fear and violence, and 

provide the right to education and health care and etc. The 2016 International Institute for 

Sustainable Development (IISD) perspective report on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

development states that each country faces different or specific challenges to achieve 

sustainable development. The most vulnerable countries, particularly African countries, small 

island and those least developed and countries in a situation of conflicts need special 

attention. The peoples of those most vulnerable countries need to be empowered. In the new 

Agenda, means of implementation are discussed. In the past, it was assumed that the poorest 

countries would receive direct assistance from the rich ones. Now in order to improve the 

situation of developing countries, it is needed to improve terms of trade, correct the 

imbalances in investment agreements and much more. The countries that are furthest away 

from achieving sustainable development are those affected by violence such as South Sudan, 

Syria, Congo (D.R) and the Central African Republic and in order to achieve sustainable 

development these countries need to achieve peace and stability. Climate change is also a big 

obstacle though it is not the direct result of violence. Climate change is acting as a “threat 
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multiplier” which intensifies existing challenges such as poverty, weak governance, historical 

grievances, and ethnic differences. In the 2016 IISD report, two overarching sustainable 

development strategies are discussed. As a first step, all countries need to develop strategies 

to implement the SDGs in such a way as to encourage different sectors to work together. 

Second, national and regional priorities need to be taken into account when determining 

which SDGs need to be implemented immediately and which goals can be achieved over the 

next decade (IISD, 2016).   

According to Jeffery Sachs (2012), the MDGs were mainly considered targets for poor 

countries to achieve with assistance from rich countries through finance and technology. 

SDGs should, therefore, be a mission for all countries to achieve together. Sachs’s view is 

that these common goals should be organized into the three categories of economic 

development, environmental sustainability, and social inclusion which depend on the fourth 

condition: good governance. Sachs predicts that ODA will have a continuing role in the 

developing countries during 2015-2030, but the role of aid will decline as the situation 

becomes improves and result in noticeable economic growth. He emphasizes that the overall 

experience with MDGs has been positive, so the SDGs of 2030 Agenda could be seen as a 

continuation in a similar direction including both the successes and the shortfalls. While the 

new Sustainable Development Goals incorporate new ideas there are some that are built on 

the Millennium Development Goals.  

 

3.2 Role of NGOs in developing countries 

The role of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) has expanded greatly over the last 

decades, especially with their increasing involvement on issues of the developing world. The 

activities of non-governmental organizations are many and their aims, means and methods 

are very diverse. “NGOs have undertaken an enormously varied range of activates, including 
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implementing grass-roots or sustainable development, promoting human rights and social 

justice, protesting environmental degradation and pursuing many other objectives that are 

often ignored or left to governmental agencies” (Fisher, 1997: 440). Some NGOs are 

managed by a volunteer group without receiving any support from the state, while others are 

even established or controlled by the state. Many of them are designed to serve those who 

need help on issues either at the local or national level. The most common role of NGOs is to 

promote human rights, protecting the environment and pursuing many other ignored issues 

(Fisher, 1997). One of the most intensely addressed subjects of NGOs has been the North-

South imbalance. NGOs from developed countries seem to have greater influence in the UN 

organization than those from more underdeveloped countries so it can be questioned whether 

the voice of all people is being heard (Murazzani, 2009). 

 The reason for the ‘discovery’ of NGOs was mainly that people were rather 

concerned with and skeptical of official development assistance, which had not proved to be 

effective. There was an opportunistic sense that NGOs participation in development projects 

would lead to increased aid effectiveness.  In the 1950s and the 1960s NGOs and official 

donors tended to pursue different development tasks, the NGO’s attending to work such as 

emergency relief rather than being “serious actors” in large-scale development work. In the 

1970s bilateral donors began to support NGO programs and later, in the 1980s, donors 

recognized that NGOs were able to significantly contribute to official aid objectives. The 

1990s marked a turning point for the development of NGOs when they increased 

significantly numbers and influence throughout the world. Now many NGOs work in close 

cooperation with the United Nations (Lewis, 2005). At the Earth Summit in 1992, it was 

emphasized that there was the need for strengthening the role of major groups such as 

women, local governments and NGOs in order to achieve sustainable development. The 

notion of the “social partnership” started to form and the relationship between NGOs and the 
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UN started to grow. In 1995 the report: “Our Global Neighborhood” was published but it 

emphasized the importance of cooperation between non-state actors and civil society creating 

a “global neighborhood” (Murazzani, 2009).  

There has been a lot of criticism of NGOs, especially on how they have been used as a 

tool towards achieving certain development goals. There are contrasting opinions on the 

impact NGOs can have on political life and change (Fisher, 1997). Many donors from 

underdeveloped countries have played a part in increasing the numbers of NGOs often with 

the only purpose of receiving funds for specific development projects (Lewis, 2005). There is 

no doubt that NGOs can play an important role in development but with their increasing 

number, it is also important to view them and assess their legitimacy critically. There has 

been much discussion about how much of the money being spent actually goes towards 

supporting those in need but this is difficult to assess and predict. According to Riddle 

(2007), there are always some overhead and indirect costs to aid programs or projects such as 

transport, rent, computer purchases, salaries etc. Inaccurate figures can range from about 20 

per cent for larger projects, while for smaller projects these expenses can amount to half or 

more of the total development project cost. Official funding for NGO projects and programs 

can be in several ways but most common is that Northern NGOs put forward projects and 

programs and get funding for specific country in the South. (Lewis, 2005). 

There are many arguments which can be made in support of NGOs over other 

organization. NGOs often pressure governments or big companies for example on developing 

issues and give voice to people that otherwise maybe not be heard. They have played a key 

role in raising public awareness, for example Amnesty international, Greenpeace and the 

World Development Movement (Elliott, 1999). NGOs can have a broad impact on society 

and after their numerical increase in the 1990s, they have been given more power and 

influence than before. According to Lewis (2005), NGOs encourage participation of the poor 
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and have ways of reaching people that have been bypassed by public services because 

government agencies suffer the proper resources and face other social access problems. 

NGOs are also often perceived or proven to be more transparent than governmental agencies 

and are less likely to have any political agenda. Finally, international NGOs in cooperation 

with Southern-based local NGOs are more involved in local culture and are therefore more 

enthusiastic about assessing and meeting local needs. NGOs continue to be frequently 

associated with relief and emergency work.   

  

3.3 Long-term sustainable development  

Academics have studied the effectiveness of aid and some have found some positive results, 

among them are Burnside and Dollar (2004) who released impressive publications where 

they examined the relationship between development aid, policy making, and economic 

growth. They concluded that development aid has had a positive impact on economic growth 

in developing countries that possess strong and well-formed fiscal and trade policies but had 

little or no positive impact in countries lacking clear policies. Countries with a weak 

government are less likely to benefit from development aid for good, and the external 

provider cannot force the recipient to change his habit. Similar findings were published by 

Kosack (2003), who found that aid can be effective at increasing growth and quality of life if 

the political environment is strong.  

Many strategies have been made for achieving sustainable development with 

emphasis on seeing it as a process not just as goals. This constitutes a long-term approach to 

development and it requires continuous learning and adapting. There has been a growing 

awareness that sustainable development should be upheld by the developing countries 

themselves. Major development assistance organizations agree that technical cooperation 

with local institution has not been very effective in helping developing countries to create 
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their own sustainable capacities. The reason for this is mainly the lack of ownership and 

therefore have been changes toward making development aid projects in the hands of those 

who need it (Kühl, 2009). It is believed that local people need to take responsibility and try to 

address on their needs in their own way rather than in the way the donors want (Swidler & 

Watkins, 2008). It is important, especially for those in developing countries such as in sub-

Saharan Africa, to be given the opportunity to create their own solution to the problems they 

face. Local people need to be lead actors in creating sustainable projects and to do so with 

research and experiment. There needs to be a community participation so development 

projects can be most effective and goals have to be clear to everyone involved. 

Communication is also a key to a successful program where everyone needs to work together 

on any problem that might come up and find a solution together (Mog, 2004). 

 Though development projects have become more focused on the local people 

changing things, donors still have great influence on how things should be done and they 

often only seek projects that they believe beneficiaries will be willing to sustain after the 

donor have completed their mission and left. To make projects sustainable donors have 

insisted on providing education and training to locals. In sub-Saharan Africa, the method of 

training local people in development programs has increased. It’s believed that teaching them 

some specific skills will lead them to teach others and finally be able to provide for their own 

needs. Donors also rely on volunteer labor both from local people and external parties to save 

money but it often comes at the same cost as to have paid staff, because of the need for 

constantly training new people. Donors still believe that it is enough relying on volunteers 

because by doing so their projects qualify on paper as sustainable. The main problem with 

these projects is that even if they are sufficiently funded the projects are too brief and often 

under a year. Projects can also be cut off if a required report is not correctly filled out or if 

there are other problems in the process (Swidler & Watkins 2008). Failure of a project can 
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often happen as Kremer and Miguel (2004) experienced when conducting a research on 

projects of deworming in Kenya. The main reason for failure is that development agencies 

often pick their projects based on “sustainable intervention that does not require continued 

external funding”. (Kremer & Miguel, 2004: 40). 

In the “Anti-Politics Machine” James Ferguson (1994) wrote about Lesotho a small 

country surrounded by the Republic of South Africa which had received development 

assistance from 26 different countries and other 72 international agencies and NGOs for two 

decades. The people of Lesotho only saw that development could happen by government 

action and relied on development projects to achieve development goals but they constantly 

failed. In Lesotho only about 10% of the land is arable and the rest is suitable only for 

grazing livestock. About 95% of the population live in rural areas and 70% of them rely on 

income from wage labor in South Africa. From the donors’ perspective, people of Lesotho 

have been seen as “individual farmers” and “decision makers” who just need the right 

education or change of mind for structural changes to happen. When a project is brought to 

these “farmers” who are in fact not farmers, the donors just try to convince them that they are 

mistaken and they only need to be convinced that they really are farmers. This is one example 

of why these developing projects fail because they are not right for the people, they bear so 

little resemblance to reality.  

Other projects also failed because they had not been used in a way to reconstruct 

society, rather projects “became like a bread crumb thrown into an ant’s nest” (Ferguson, 

1994: 178). There have also been attempts to “modernize” the Lesotho livestock sector and in 

one year the Thaba-Tseka project attempted to fence off 15 square kilometers, but the fence 

ended up being cut and knocked down. Although development projects may fail, they often 

leave behind a number of positive things that improve the country's infrastructure. For 

example, though the Thaba-Tseka project failed to transform livestock-keeping, which was 
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the original goal, the project built a road that connected the rural areas to the capital because 

it was required in order to carry out the project. There was also built a new post office, police 

station, a prison, an immigration agency, a health care system, and other infrastructure that 

strengthened the state but was actually not the center or main aim of the project. 

Development projects in Lesotho did not reduce poverty; it strengthened the bureaucratic 

power of the country's poorness as access to a variety of good infrastructure but did nothing 

to alleviate poverty. To quote Michel Foucault, the most important lesson from this may be 

that change comes when “critique has been played out in the real, not when reformers have 

realized their ideas” (Ferguson, 1994: 180; Foucault, 1981). 

 

4 Conclusion: Development and the Future 

Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) is the most impoverished region of the world and many statistics 

could be cited to illustrate different facets of this unfortunate condition. Many have argued 

that one of the most important causes of this SSA tragedy is the form in which the region has 

been incorporated into the global economic and political system (Kingsbury et al, 2004). 

Many reasons have been offered to try to explain why SSA countries are so impoverished and 

underdeveloped. In Dead Aid, Moyo (2009) lists several factors which can be reasons for this 

failure of sustainable long-run growth, such as historical, cultural and institutional influences, 

but she also points out that most African countries have one thing in common, which is that 

they all depend on aid. “For most countries, a direct consequence of the aid-driven 

interventions has been a dramatic descent into poverty” (Moyo, 2009: 47). Debate still 

continues on how the international community should respond to the continuing burden of 

debt in these poor countries, some say they need to be canceled and other say there is no 

point in canceling debts until there is tangible evidence of real reform in SSA (Kingsbury et 

al, 2004). 
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 The debate on whether aid leads to further development or underdevelopment still 

remains a heated topic. According to Riddel (2007), aid work best if given to countries and 

governments with strong commitments and capacities to use it well and more. Development 

aid is provided to countries because of their high levels of poverty and yet poverty is 

manifested not only in low and inadequate incomes but also in those areas most crucial to aid 

effectiveness: weak institutions which have limited abilities to create programs and to 

implement them. In recent years donors have begun to face this problem and focus their 

attention on a group of countries in which the context for providing aid has been particularly 

challenging, low-income countries or ‘fragile states’ which is the preferred nomenclature. 

These states share weaknesses in areas of commitment, capacity, ownership and governance 

and some are even either in conflict, emerging from conflict or vulnerable to conflict. 

Additionally, a common factor that limits the impact of development aid, is the natural 

environment. This has been a challenge for donors who often are confronted with the choice; 

“either to withdraw and provide no aid at all or stay engaged and try to address the problems 

identified as impeding the effectiveness of aid” (Riddel, 2007: 372).  

 There are so many actions that need to be taken in order to achieve the new 

sustainable development goals for 2030. According to Sachs (2012), the world should still 

focus on the MDGs that have not yet been met and also carry on with the tasks initiated at the 

very start of the UN itself; securing basic material needs and human rights for everyone. If 

we can achieve this together, goals of the 2030 Agenda can be achieved in a realistic way. 

Sachs points out some weaknesses that should be recognized to further improve the progress 

toward the SDGs: First, is that new milestone dates within these years need to me established 

because 15 years is a long time. Second, relevant data needs to be more accurate and 

available to everyone. Third, the private sector should be engaged from the very start because 

these goals cannot be achieved without the leadership of private companies. Private 
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companies have advantages such as technologies and massive capacity to reach a large-scale 

solution. Fourth, and finally, Sustainable Development Goals will only be achieved if all 

humanity invests adequately in their success and if a small part of consumption spending is 

turned into investments for long-term survival. The third point is also emphasized in the 

Development Cooperation Report of 2016; “The private sector will be essential in creating 

sustainable, productive and decent employment, economic prosperity, resilient infrastructure 

that underpins sustainable development, and innovations that create green growth and 

opportunities for all, especially the poor” (OECD, 2016: 24). The report also mentions that 

for development to become truly sustainable it is important that the countries themselves 

need to move towards SDGs which will benefit all citizens.  

 Easterly (2015) is not very positive towards the SDGs and has been efficient in 

criticizing them. He points out some problems that indicate that the SDGs are maybe not the 

right way forward. Firstly, the question of “what should we do?” – “we” being the head of 

state and government of all 193 UN members. He doubts that even though all these leaders 

have pledged to common action, it will lead to any actions. The agreement does not even 

bind them to anything, the signatures are committed to “respecting national policies and 

priorities”. Another issue is the deception that development proponents believe that the 

globe’s attention is towards the SDGs. In his opinion, people are not as interested in the 

SDGs as they are with news on the struggle in the developing countries such as Burkina Faso. 

Despite these vague commitments, there is no sign of things becoming any different. The 

SDGs will still demonstrate action plans that don’t necessarily make us act but it gives public 

intellectuals and politicians something to do. 

 In the 2016 African Human Development Report focus is set on gender equality and 

women’s empowerment for development progress. Though significant progress has been 

made it is still far from satisfactory and there is still a huge gap between men’s and women’s 
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opportunities. Giving more attention to gender equality will push for faster and more 

inclusive human development and economic growth for Africa. It is important that there will 

be good regional and South-South cooperation on gender-focused policies and initiatives. 

 It is difficult to predict the future of development assistance. The 21 century has 

shown some progress in changing development strategies but the North-South development 

assistance has proved to be not so efficient. Even so, ODA is still flowing to sub-Saharan 

Africa and this will probably continue in next decades. Academics have proved that 

development assistance has been flawed, but still, countries are engaged in contributing to 

global development with foreign aid to the South. In this context, the future of development 

aid is the subject of heated debate, which relates to questions such as who should receive aid 

and from whom etc. A long and complex history of relations between the Western world and 

sub-Saharan Africa, from colonialization to development cooperation, has done little but 

promoting the continued struggle and making the region more dependent on development aid. 

 Rising levels of aid from relatively new entrants such as China, which has become a 

major development aid provider and investor in Africa, has given both hope and concern 

among those involved in development aid (Lewis and Kanji, 2009). There has been an 

increase in NGOs working on development issues that states give limited attention to and it 

seems that they will play an important role in the future. There are also forms of assistance 

evolving that make individual donors capable of donating money or give loans to other 

individuals in developing countries. This type of assistance seems to be increasing their 

popularity.  

 It has been 30 years since the Brundtland report came out and 25 yeas since the Earth 

Summit in Rio and still we are struggling to achieve sustainable development. It is a question 

how and when comprehensive sustainable development will be achieved on a global scale, 

but many scholars seem to agree that many changes must to be made. One crucial 



 29 

observation is that the empowerment of local communities is necessary for sustainable 

development. The past has shown us that “development processes have in fact served to 

undermine local control over the resources on which they depend” (Elliott, 1999: 44). An 

evolving South-South relationship can play a very positive role, however, its future is still 

largely uncertain (Tandon, 2008). 

 

 

Final Discussion 

The purpose of this thesis has been to review the concept of development assistance in 

historical and theoretical context. Development assistance in the form as we know it today 

embodies 70 years of history. In these 70 years, the inequality of the world has increased 

enormously. Therefore, it is possible to say that there is a great need to be critical considering 

the world's wealthier countries providing aid to those that are very poor and low-incomed. 

Now almost two years later after the agreement of United Nation’s Sustainable Development 

Goals of 2030 Agenda, 30 million people are experiencing severe acute food insecurity and 

famine has been declared in South Sudan and Yemen. Of course, humanitarian aid is not 

going to stop any time soon but actions need to be taken to reduce inequality in the world, 

resources need to be more equally divided. Governments need to take the sustainable 

development goals seriously and dedicate themselves in achieving them.  

 We cannot doubt that development assistance has achieved some positive result in the 

world such as treatments against diseases and access to education, water and more but most 

development assistance has gone in consumption rather than investment and therefore 

maintained the problems rather than getting to their source and solving them. Sustainable 

development has been the world most important goal to achieve but it requires that everyone 

work together. It is a process which takes time, and before we see significant improvements, 

the people who are facing these development challenges needs to be given the opportunity to 
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create their own solution. 

 This thesis has sought to show an overall picture of development assistance and its 

historical context and to account for the situation as it stands today. It is clear that there will 

always will be different views on development assistance. Therefore, it is important to have 

scholars such as Escobar, Moyo, Easterly and others who make us to think why there is 

inequality in the world and how development aid has and will possibly continue to contribute 

to increasing these inequalities despite good intentions. There is also a need for scholars such 

as Sachs and Riddel who have pointed out the injustices that are happening in the world and 

demonstrate how we can solve the world's poverty problems if the will exists.  

 Governments, intergovernmental organizations, NGOs and various institutions have 

played an important role in informing the world about the critical situations in the least 

developed countries. There seems to be a global awareness that new and different approaches 

are needed in order to achieve sustainable development. Now with United Nation’s 

sustainable development goals agenda for 2030, all countries need to increase awareness of 

the situation and take steps towards achieving these goals. Underdeveloped countries need to 

take responsible control of the aid they receive and to put in the necessary effort to make 

plans for sustainable development.  
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