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Introduction 

The Harry Potter adventure has not been any less fantastical in our reality than in the 

literary world during the last twenty some years. In the very first book the readers are 

introduced to Harry Potter and are told by Professor McGonagall that there will not be a 

child in our world that does not know his name. For this statement to become the gospel 

truth of our own reality is something most writers only dream of (Rowling 15).  

The generation that grew up with these books have a special love for the series 

and often it has helped shape how they think of the world. Even to such lengths that 

they are more likely to ask new friends what their Hogwarts House is, rather than their 

zodiac signs. Rowling’s beloved books have taught a whole generation to look at the 

world with a critical eye – ready to point out when we see something wrong. The 

mindset ingrained into us that merely because something is done and has been done for 

a long time does not make it right. The series taught us to listen to and try to understand 

those who are underrepresented or persecuted in society, for something as simple as 

who they are, whom they love or what they look like.  

It will not be taken from J.K. Rowling that she created a deep and intricate world 

that seems to keep on giving, but being human she is bound to make mistakes or fall 

into some traps with stereotypes in her works. This along with too frequent use of 

alliteration names, especially in her earliest books, some obvious flaws in the Hogwarts 

curriculum, the lax requirements teachers need to meet in order to teach at Hogwarts, 

and the fact that there seem to be no decent Slytherin students the reader gets to know – 

at all.  

I will be analysing the success and failures of the Harry Potter world and its 

influence on our reality. In my essay I am going to give a sustained analysis on 

the Harry Potter series and what J.K. Rowling got right, exposing a young audience to 

the unfairness of society regarding minority groups, and where she went wrong – falling 

into the stereotypes we are so used to, especially concerning what has become known 

about her view on some sensitive matters recently.   

 

Racism throughout the series 

Within the wizard kind, which is considered by most to be superior to other magical 

creatures, and especially Muggles, there is the obsession about “clean blood” among 
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them – at least by a part of the wizarding population, particularly those who follow the 

dark side. Though race is not the source of problems in the Harry Potter world as it is in 

our real one, there is the similar aspect that one species is above another, such as house-

elves are beneath goblins, but goblins beneath wizards or witches. It is underlying in the 

first few books, apart for the second one who introduces the offending slur Mudblood in 

Ron’s explanation of Draco’s name-calling; “It’s about the most insulting thing he 

could think of,” gasped Ron, coming back up. “Mudblood’s a really foul name for 

someone who was Muggle-born – you know, non-magic parents. There are some 

wizards – like the Malfoy family – who think they’re better than everyone else because 

they’re what people call pure-blood.” (Rowling 127).  

Another representation of this is when Harry goes with Mr. Weasley to his 

disciplinary hearing in the Ministry of Magic in the beginning of the fifth book and the 

water fountain there catches his eye: 

“He looked up into the handsome wizard’s face, but close-to Harry thought he 

looked rather weak and foolish. The witch was wearing a vapid smile like a 

beauty contestant, and from what Harry knew of goblins and centaurs, they 

Were most unlikely to be caught staring so soppily at humans of   

any description. Only the house-elf’s attitude of creepy servility looked 

convincing.” (Rowling 142).  

Harry takes note of this and how wrong this representation is, except for perhaps 

the house-elf whose species have been brain washed for centuries to think wizards are 

better and superior to them (Rowling 142). This golden statue is extremely telling on 

how many wizards think of themselves among other creatures that inhabit the magical 

world with them, bearing in mind that this is the heart of the British magical community 

– its Ministry. 

 On the matter of the Muggle-born people like Hermione, who was born to 

parents who did not have any magic in their blood, there is a steady rise of racism 

against them throughout the series. The climax reached in the final book when all of 

them were called in to the Ministry of Magic, which had by then fallen to Lord 

Voldemort’s followers. The Muggle-borns had to answer accusations of stealing magic 

from other wizards, something Umbridge particularly enjoyed doing (Rowling 212). 

The imprisonment in Azkaban which followed if unsatisfactory answers were given is 

something that feels outrageous to the reader. Only to remember that this sort of horror 

and injustice is something that has happened in our own world, up until this day.  
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 In World War II this was exactly what was done to the persecuted Jews who 

were slandered and locked up in extermination camps, thought to sully the honest and 

good society the Nazis were trying to build. The obsession the leaders had for the 

master race; in our world it was the Aryan race but Pure Bloods in the Harry Potter 

series. It becomes even more strange since neither Adolf Hitler nor Lord Voldemort 

belonged to these groups which they thought had genetic superiority (Fuerst).  

 The way we see the injustice of racism in our own world, especially when 

coming of age and realising that this sort of unfairness is not just happening in a 

fictional world printed on the pages of the books we love – but this is a real problem 

and a horrible part of the society we currently live in.  

 In the magical world of Harry Potter, it has only been touched upon the matter 

of pure and mixed blood people of wizard kind. The matter of racism and class 

distinction gets steadily worse when we travel outside the spectre of humans, and in 

particular the magical creatures who share this hidden world the wizards rule with great 

belief of their own superiority.  

 

Unplanned stereotypes 

While most of the racism is planned in the Harry Potter books there are some instances 

of it where one wonders if that is simply a product of the author’s own upbringing, 

thoughts and culture. As previously mentioned, the addressed racism laid plainly before 

the eyes of the reader is mostly in the form of how different species are treated within 

the wizarding community.  

However, when the Triwizard Tournament brings other wizard nationalities to 

Hogwarts in the fourth book, there is a rather stereotypical portrayal of the characters 

who coincide with the Brits’ view on those countries and the people who hail from 

there. Starting with the French Fleur Delacour, a devastatingly beautiful part-Veela who 

stoutly believes in her own superiority and thinks she is more refined than her British 

brethren, and unceremoniously racks down most of what comes before her eyes at 

Hogwarts. Clever, yes – but French stereotypical arrogance and passion in the flesh, 

which is probably a part of the reason she did not do all that well in the Tournament – 

like she had to be taken down a few pegs (Rowling 439). Her being a Veela girl and 

thus the first character in the series where their sexuality so flamboyantly expressed. 

Fleur is shoved into the same compartment many other French women are in, as highly 
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sexual temptresses. This is something the actress Clémence Poésy who portrayed Fleur 

Delacour, spoke about in an interview on the #MeToo movement, about how French 

women are still perceived like that and how it is a serious problem in their society (W). 

Her name is made to sound pompous as well, and her character gets even more 

of a downgrade in the sixth book when staying at The Burrow with the Weasley family, 

as she is there as Bill’s fiancée and a pure annoyance to Hermione and Ginny (Rowling 

93). Though she does somewhat redeem herself by the end of Half-Blood Prince and in 

Deathly Hallows. Her exaggerated and perhaps unintended arrogance during Half-Blood 

Prince only helped underline Hemione and Ginny’s superior characters and was useful 

in getting the readers to like Ginny even more than they did Fleur by contrast. 

With Cho Chang, who is a Hogwarts student and a British or Irish national, I 

thought the name is the only truly racist thing about her as it sounds like a lousy attempt 

at Mandarin from an uneducated Westerner. I realised I was wrong when starting to 

read between the lines and looking online to see that I was not the only one of the 

opinion this was highly culturally insensitive, which was discussed in an article written 

by Tanja Saric at ET Canada, where she shows some tweets which went viral regarding 

the matter (Saric). In addition Cho Chang falls under the typical stereotype of Asians is 

that they are clever and polite – she is in Ravenclaw house, which is known for 

choosing people of high intelligence and wit (Adelia). 

Furthermore, everything I have come to know regarding Asian culture points to 

the fact that when people living outside of their homeland or country of origin, they will 

often have a name which is more accommodating for that particular society, partly so it 

will be easier for their friends and acquaintances to pronounce and help them fit in. I 

have personal experience in these matters as not to suffer through hearing a garbled 

version of my extremely Icelandic name while living abroad. Though the name Cho is 

not unpronounceable by someone who has English for their native tongue, it is a miss 

considering this detail and a quick dismissal of the efforts immigrating families put 

themselves through to belong in their chosen country. 

The Bulgarian Viktor Krum comes with the mysterious and sinister reputation of 

Durmstrang on his back and garners a lot of attention because of his brilliance as a 

seeker in Quidditch (Rowling 103). The two Bulgarian characters the reader sees most 

in the fourth book have also fallen to Rowling’s interesting way of naming the “other” 

characters. Igor Karkaroff’s first name is a direct hint to Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein and 

Viktor Krum – krum being a British slang for something crummy, bad, or even rotten. 
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To have the Slavic Eastern European school be the one with the dark tendencies is 

another hint of racism that may have passed us by in youth but causes furrowed brows 

now. It is a prejudice and a stereotype left over from the Cold War where the extreme 

panic of the American people towards all things relating to Slavic and communist 

societies. Even to this day Hollywood’s portrayal of Slavic and especially Russian 

people as the villains has become the norm (Brook). From the vicious undercover KBG 

agents, Bond villains trying to take over the world and even in a film series as recent 

and popular as Stranger Things 3. This is spurned on by the ever-threatening President 

Putin who keeps everyone around Russia on their toes. 

Durmstrang was merely so unlucky to have an ex-Death Eater as their 

headmaster, Igor Karkaroff, who ran the school with an unethical and a corrupt mind. 

This led to many parents taking their children home as they did not want their kids to be 

taught at a school under the control of someone like Karkaroff. Krum was one of the 

students to upheave the reputation of his school with his internationally famous 

Quidditch abilities and it was a testament to his good heart that he held his own and was 

not tempted by Karkaroff, despite the extra attention he paid Krum (Durmstrang 

Institute | Wizarding World). 

Given how immensely popular the series are and the Harry Potter franchise as a 

whole, it was interesting to be able to read more about the wider wizarding world 

Rowling published online on the Pottermore website, which tell a greater history on a 

number of things in the Harry Potter world, like other schools in different nations and 

then especially North American history and their school Ilvermorny (Ilvermorny School 

of Witchcraft and Wizardry | Wizarding World). Other schools include the Brazilian 

Castelobruxo, their students tend to be quite adapted in Herbology and Magizoology 

(Castelobruxo | Wizarding World) and the African school Uagadou where particular 

attention is given to Astronomy, Alchemy and Self-transfiguration. They often practise 

magic without a wand and their deep connection with the animal kingdom makes their 

magic more raw than in other parts of the world (Uagadou | Wizarding World) 

 The Japanese school Mahoutokoru follows the harsh overachieving stereotypical 

learning environment so often connected to the Japanese and Asian culture. It’s a school 

which focuses on the success of its pupils, their achievements and aptitude showing by 

the colouring of their robes – as well as their mistakes, with gold the best you can reach, 

and white is for a wizard who has turned to the dark side (Mahoutokoro | Wizarding 

World). 
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Centuries of slavery 

For anyone reading the Harry Potter books it is hard to gloss over the involuntary 

servitude which has been normalized in the society of wizards – particularly regarding 

the house-elves, a magical creature of human intelligence. The reader is first introduced 

to the plight of house-elves in the second book, The Chamber of Secrets, when Dobby 

comes forth at the time where he is still in the servitude of the Malfoys. While at first 

Dobby is made to feel like a bit of an irritation, the reader cannot help but feel sorry for 

his situation in life, knowing how the Malfoys behave towards everyone – not to 

mention those they think are beneath them (Rowling 20).  

 In the fourth book the trio witnesses Barty Crouch’s harsh and unfair dismissal 

of his sickly devoted house-elf Winky and Hermione realises how lowly they are 

regarded by most wizards; “You know, house-elves get a very raw deal!” said Hermione 

indignantly. “It’s slavery that’s what it is! That Mr Crouch made her go up to the top of 

the stadium, and she was terrified, and he’s got her bewitched so she can’t even run 

when they start trampling tents! Why doesn’t anyone do something about it?” (Rowling 

112). 

Deciding to take action and be the change she wants to see in the world, 

Hermione decides to form S.P.E.W. – Society for the Promotion of Elfish Welfare. The 

reactions she gets when starting this group are mostly unenthusiastic and her wizard 

raised friends keep insisting that the elves are happy to be enslaved – even the Weasley 

brothers who are part of one of the kindest family in the whole series. This belief that 

house-elves exist to serve wizard kind seems to be ingrained so deep into their society 

that when Hermione starts poking around, she is seen as an irritating outsider who does 

not understand the way it has always been (Rowling 112).  

To read through these reactions again as an adult with honed critical thinking 

skills and a more critical eye it becomes more frightful, the apathy of characters we 

know to be brave, kind and righteous – who seem to take this as a fact of life. It is true 

that they have been raised in a world where this is the status quo, which is the way it is 

presented to the reader, but it reinforces the idea for many of us how broken the system 

is when even Hagrid – who loves and protects all magical creatures says “It’s in their 

nature ter look after humans, that’s what they like, see? Ye’d be makin’ ‘em unhappy 

ter take away their work, an’ insultin’ ‘em if ye tried ter pay ‘em.” (Rowling 233). 
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 Moving back to our own world, when people first started reading the series in 

the late 90s to the 2000s, there is the unfortunate and cruel history of slavery which 

reaches far back. The most known to modern society was the slave trade during 

Colonial times. Legal slavery was abolished in most of the western world in the 19th 

century (Hart-Davis). It was harder for some than others, given the fact most of the 

wealth of the southern states of the USA was built on slave labor, only resolved with the 

Civil War which raged from 1861 – 1865 where the Northerners, and their ideals won 

(Hart-Davis). But even today there are corners of the world along with the seedy 

underbellies of cities where slavery, especially human trafficking is still operating, 

illegal as they might be. Modern slavery might be in the form of domestic servitude, 

bonded labour, sexual exploitation and forced marriage to name a few (‘Modern 

Slavery’).  

The picture Rowling paints of slavery in the Harry Potter world becomes even more 

interesting when taken into consideration that they are all British. Today Great Britain is 

a mixture of different cultures which make up a large portion of the nation, but like 

everyone who has studied human history know the great British Empire got much of its 

wealth from colonizing what they thought to be underdeveloped countries. Their belief 

in their own superiority was limitless, much like many wizards think of themselves in 

the books, lacking humility and the open mind to think that anything different from 

what they are familiar with could be just as right. The British justified themselves by 

saying that they were bringing enlightenment and culture to the savages, as if the 

western way was the only right one (‘Colonialism Facts and Information’). 

The way the books and the other characters treat Hermione’s views on house-elves 

and their slavery to wizard kind brought up in my thoughts the way the beloved Disney 

movie Mary Poppins(Stevenson) painted Winnifred Banks – the mother of the 

household. She is made out to be so fatuous, a bored but cheerful housewife with airy 

aspirations and her head in the clouds as she follows like-minded women as they march 

for women’s right to vote. It is painted as a ridiculous notion in the movie by making 

Mrs. Banks seem vapid and vain, having no time for her children because she’s busy 

fighting for something so trivial, taking her away from away from the kitchen where, as 

a woman, she must always belong to. The song Sisters Suffragette, she sings early in the 

movie with the lyrics “...our daughter’s daughters will adore us...” and she was 

completely right – where would women’s rights be today if not for the bravery and 
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outspoken demands of those women who fought for our rights when they were most 

needed?  

 The ideas and mantras Hermione is trying to get her fellow wizards to consider 

was treated quite similarly I thought, a young woman sticking her nose somewhere it 

did not belong and trying to make changes. Hermione’s attempts at making a difference 

in the house-elves’ lives is unusually uninformed considering her exceptional thirst for 

knowledge and research especially. Upon hearing there are house-elves in Hogwarts in 

the fourth book, her first instinct is to go on a hunger strike which was made sound 

ridiculous and treated more like a toddler’s tantrum by her friends. In the fifth book 

when she is still undeterred by lack of people’s interests, she starts to knit socks and 

hats for the house-elves to pick up to try to free them. It ends up only insulting them and 

being wholly ineffective since Hermione is not by any means their master, thus her 

efforts are in vain – something someone as smart as her should have figured out or at 

least looked up. Her attempts for any sort of change are made to be cringy and overly 

enthusiastic so the reader is tempted to roll their eyes along with Harry and Ron every 

time S.P.E.W. is mentioned.  

Being raised in a Muggle society she perhaps feels more strongly towards what 

she saw as blatant slavery and completely abhorred it, though Harry who is raised by 

Muggles as well does not react as strongly. This is interesting considering the fact his 

own semi-slavery at the Dursley’s during his childhood years. Both of their first 

encounters with house-elves made it evident they are being abused by people they are 

enslaved to, for Harry it is Dobby telling him of his overly punishment prone family 

(Rowling 20) and for Hermione it is when Winky is wrongly accused by Amos Diggory 

of conjuring the dark mark after the Quidditch World Final and her unfair sacking 

(Rowling 120).  

 However, when researching more about what the readers thought about 

S.P.E.W. and Hermione’s actions toward elf welfare, it was surprising to find how 

many were against her actions and thought S.P.E.W. had done more damage than good. 

It cannot be denied that these were the actions of a fourteen or fifteen year old teenager, 

but as mentioned by Isla Neilson in her article on Mugglenet, that instead of trying to 

free the house-elves and making them hats and socks to which they took offense, 

because truly they enjoy working for kind masters, it would have been more apt to try to 

stop house-elf abuse by their masters (MuggleNet). 
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It makes for a difficult moral dilemma for the reader, whose views on slavery 

have mostly been cemented in stone during their own upbringing – ethically speaking. 

Then realising that the reason we like Dobby and later Kreacher for example, is due to 

their unflinching loyalty to their masters of sorts; Harry in Dobby’s case and the dead 

Regulus A. Black for Kreacher before he recognises Harry as his master in the last 

book. This doting and caring for humans, or wizard kind, make them more loveable to 

us than for example the way goblins are viewed in the series. House-elves are actually 

more powerful in magic than even wizards, often proved through the books when they 

can Disapparate from places that have been especially enchanted for that to be 

impossible, proves their superior power even without a wand (Why House-Elves Are 

Totally Better than Wizards | Wizarding World). Still their only role in that world is to 

serve wizards. 

 How we interpret the books on our own as individual readers is tremendously 

important, so Hermione trying to fight for house-elf liberation should not be seen as a 

ridiculous activity, given a great number of children are reading these books and their 

minds are being shaped as they do. Putting ideas in their head that any form of slavery 

can be tolerated is something that should be greatly cautioned. 

 

Politics 

Considering the series was categorized as children’s books they do a phenomenal job of 

showing how the grown-up world works – real or the magical one, it does not really 

matter, for both have similar problems. In the first books for Harry especially, he is seen 

looking at the wizarding world through rose coloured glasses, seeing all the wonder and 

fascination of something that is new, exciting and most of all, can get him away from 

the Dursleys and explain everything about his life which led to this. There is the 

dynamic struggle between the good and the bad where most things bad can be traced 

back to Lord Voldemort – the supreme evil of the entire series.  

 This vision is slowly lifted as Harry aged and grew up, along with the Millennial 

generation itself. Both look around to see a world which is far more complicated than 

they ever really noticed. The world is certainly not as simple as it seemed, as Sirius 

Black so brilliantly said once: “...the world isn’t split into good people and Death 

Eaters.” (Rowling 271). This fact becomes abundantly clear in the fifth book, The Order 

of the Phoenix, when the most loathed character of the entire series is introduced. She is 



Auður Björk Gísladóttir 

Háskóli Íslands 

 12 

put in a place of power and ready to ruin life at Hogwarts as they know it – Dolores 

Umbridge. It takes a special kind of awful when most people’s most fiercely hated 

character is not the Dark Lord who has murdered countless people and ruined the life of 

our hero – but a small, toadlike woman who likes to wear pink and decorates everything 

with kittens. It is duplicity at its best and it again gives truth to the old saying; do not 

judge a book by its cover (Carlo). 

 She and the Minister for Magic, Cornelius Fudge, make it their mission during 

Harry’s fifth year at Hogwarts to abuse their power to obsessively control the students’ 

lives. Under the pretence that it is for their own good, the educational decrees are put in 

place by the power crazy Umbridge, which basically stops them having a normal life 

within Hogwarts. Something Hermione realises quickly after Umbridge’s speech: “I’ll 

tell you what it means,” said Hermione through gritted teeth. “It means the Ministry’s 

interfering at Hogwarts.” (Rowling 193). This elaborate plan is of course set in motion 

by the Ministry to control the students and smother any possibility that the students will 

listen to Harry’s claims that the Dark Lord is back, which he witnessed happen at the 

end of book four (Rowling 558).  

This is a fact Fudge refuses point blank to believe, partly because of Rita 

Skeeter’s heinous articles on Harry from the year before, saying he is nothing more than 

an attention seeking has-been. The Ministry’s inability to believe in what Harry and 

Dumbledore are saying on those matters and Fudge’s conviction that first, he’ll be 

laughed out of office if he were to suggest the Dark Lord is back, and second that he 

proceeds to convince himself that Dumbledore is really after his job – prove to be the 

foundation of the considerable grief Dumbledore and Harry are put through that year, 

both in public, the media and then their own separate social circles.  

 We see a different world completely at the start of the sixth book, which is 

undeniably darker than the previous ones due largely to the fact that Lord Voldemort 

has “come out” or so to speak, having been seen in the Ministry of Magic by Fudge 

himself. The new regime the Ministry has adopted in Half-Blood Prince is barely any 

better, even with the previously Head of the Auror Office as newly appointed Minister 

for Magic, Scrimgeour. Though they acknowledged Lord Voldemort was back and the 

whole wizarding community is aflutter with the rumours going around saying Harry is 

the Chosen One, resulting in him being treated like a celebrity of sorts. A complete 

opposite of what was going on the year before, where he was leaning more towards a 

social pariah because of the Daily Prophet’s articles about him and Dumbledore. It 



Auður Björk Gísladóttir 

Háskóli Íslands 

 13 

paints an interesting picture of the way media can influence whole communities and 

why tawdry journalism and how mob mentality can be extremely dangerous. Something 

which is quite often seen in the tabloid culture in Britain.  

 With the Ministry’s need to appear like they are handling things now after the 

embarrassing determination Fudge had towards the problems that were arising, 

Scrimgeour finds a flimsy excuse when Harry is at the Burrow to try and wrangle him 

into being a mascot for the Ministry, assuring the public they are doing good work and 

lift the morale of the wizard family. Understandably Harry is not about to adhere to his 

request, telling Scrimgeour he does not want to be used, especially by the very people 

who dragged his name through the mud the year before. Additionally he did not like the 

fact they were throwing the wrong people into Azkaban, just to look like they were 

doing something right – not grasping at straws which was the reality of it (Rowling 

325).  

 

The Power of Education  

One of the first things Cornelius Fudge does in the fifth book is to try and squash any 

sort of rebellion from the Hogwarts students. He takes away their education in the form 

of Dolores Umbridge, who is to become his lackey and spy at Hogwarts. They thought 

Dumbledore had done things his way for long enough and honestly, the reader gets the 

idea Fudge is merely afraid to face the facts and scared of losing his job due to what a 

complete coward he had been (Carlo). This overly neurotic behaviour is something 

Sirius explaines to the trio while contacting them via floo powder when answering 

Harry’s letter in book five: 

 “So we’re being prevented from learning Defence Against the Dark Arts 

because Fudge is scared we’ll use spells against the Ministry?” said Hermione, 

looking furious. 

“Yep.” said Sirius. “Fudge thinks Dumbledore will stop at nothing to seize 

power. It's a matter of time before he has Dumbledore arrested on some 

trumped-up charge.” (Rowling 272). 

For the trio this was particularly horrifying, getting a teacher who will not teach 

them a whole subject for an entire year when they are scheduled to take the O.W.L. 

exams at the end of said year. But bigger than the exams, is the fact the school is not 

doing its job under Fudge’s shackles and the kids are not trained to defend themselves, 
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an important part of the curriculum at the best of times – now necessary for their very 

survival (Rowling 5).    

I think examples of this can be seen in our own world, though perhaps not in 

such drastic matters. Just in our own society here on this small island there are examples 

of parts of the school curriculum which are mostly useless. The method of teaching in 

itself has barely changed during the last hundred years, even if our society, knowledge 

and technology have gone through such astounding changes (educationrickshaw).  

There are many parts of today’s education kids and teenagers work so hard to 

learn – never to use again outside of the classroom. They go out into society as young 

adults after having studied for more than 10 years, having no idea how to handle money 

or do their taxes – which is highly necessary to be able to function in a modern society. 

This is something the Japanese have shown aptitude for, teaching manners and 

cleanliness to their children in school, before the actual studying begins so it becomes a 

natural rhythm of life. For twelve years the kids clean up their own classrooms and even 

surrounding toilets with teamwork which teaches them to respect their surroundings. 

This as much a part of their day as studying math or going out to recess (Why Is the 

Japanese Education System the Envy of the World? | Lichfield Cathedral School).  

 So, if we turn back to the fictional world, to suit the Ministry’s ideals the school 

was changed and became a shadow of what it once was, with endless new regulations to 

limit the students’ freedom and the threat of punishment ever present with the new High 

Inquisitor Dolores Umbridge. As mentioned before, they nullified an enormously 

important part of their education, the Defence Against the Dark Arts class – insisting 

learning the theory was good enough to pass the O.W.L.s (Rowling 218). All of that 

preparation and growth that the students were supposed to get from their teacher was 

flushed down the toilet because of an insecure man in charge, who was afraid he would 

lose his powerful position.   

The Harry Potter series often show heightened versions of very real-life 

problems and the more I thought about it, the more obvious it became. A few years ago, 

my junior college, Menntaskólinn á Akureyri got instructions from the Ministry of 

Education, Science and Culture to shorten their curriculum down to three years as to fit 

the normal pattern of schools where people studying for matriculation examination. But 

in the way this was executed, trying to squash 4 years’ worth of studies into three 

without losing any credits has only led to one thing – an unacceptable loss for the 

students.  
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When turning back to Order of the Phoenix, that book shows how easily a 

corrupt government with their own agenda can think their view on matters is the only 

right one, and how far people will go to keep others blindsided on a path they think is 

best.  

This is where the Hogwarts students feel the importance of their education, both 

for the upcoming exams and for later use in life, when Umbridge refuses to teach them 

anything. And as so often before, in times of great repression people unite and rise up to 

the power keeping them tethered and downtrodden. The situation bears some 

resemblance to the French Resistance during World War II when the Germans had 

occupied France and were forcing their presence and ideals upon them (‘France - The 

Resistance’). Dumbledore’s Army is at its core a resistance movement established by 

the students to defy the Ministry’s oppressing authority, playing on the Minister’s 

insecurities. The group becomes a paramilitary organisation of sorts – becoming exactly 

what the Ministry fears from them and in the end the students have made their 

generation’s own version of the Order of the Phoenix (Definition of PARAMILITARY). 

That is exactly what the rebels Harry, Ron and Hermione do – they unify against 

a common enemy with kids from three other houses – Gryffindor, Hufflepuff and 

Ravenclaw, and do precisely what Fudge was so afraid of – train for battle (and their 

exams). The unity of the houses working together against them is something 

marvellous, because throughout the series it has been well established that the houses of 

Hogwarts are highly competitive with each other, helped along with the interhouse 

house cup and the Quidditch Cup as well, which breeds unnecessary animosity between 

all four houses. Within the Dumbledore’s Army they cast aside their house differences 

and band together with the trio at the head. They know the second war is about to start 

up anytime soon and they want to do as much as they can to be prepared (Rowling 303).  

It says something about Harry’s character as well when he is ready to teach 

every person who comes to him who wants to learn, despite the considerable grief from 

many of the people previously during different stages throughout his education at 

Hogwarts. The kids from Hufflepuff and Ravenclaw were both unpleasant to deal with 

during the Heir of Slytherin fiasco in Harry’s second year when they believed him to be 

attacking his fellow students (Rowling 221). After getting chosen by the Goblet of Fire 

during their fourth year – though people seemed to get more compassionate after seeing 

what he was competing against during those tasks (Rowling 315).  
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This unity between houses during that trying time – except for the Slytherins, is 

exactly what The Sorting Hat talked about at the beginning of the year. He foretold that 

only united they could defeat Lord Voldemort and even though technically the 

Dumbledore’s Army was formed more to stick it to the Ministry of Magic, their goal 

was to be ready as individuals when it would all eventually fall to Lord Voldemort and 

his Death Eaters and the second war would commence (Rowling 187).  

 

The Sorcerer’s Apprentice 

The criticism of Karkaroff’s favouritism towards Viktor Krum because of his skill is 

something interesting to examine when thinking about Harry and Dumbledore’s 

relationship in contrast. We as readers saw little wrong with the special attention 

Dumbledore gives Harry throughout the series and to give credit where credit is due, it 

has to be said Harry is an exceptional person. But Dumbledore does pay him special 

attention as well. True as it might be that Harry was a crucial player in Dumbledore’s 

grand plan to defeat Lord Voldemort, he always showed Harry more attention than the 

rest. To mind comes when he gave out some last few points at the end of the first book, 

just enough to win them the House Cup (Rowling 221). To be fair the trio had more 

than earned them, what with keeping the Philosopher’s Stone away from Lord 

Voldemort, but when Karkaroff shows a similar tendency towards Viktor Krum during 

the Triwizard Tournament in the fourth book where he is one of the judges, the reader 

feels the unfairness because it is not in favour of our hero – but his competitor (Rowling 

315). 

 Maybe it is because Dumbledore is an inherently good person, despite his using 

Harry for his own means like Karkaroff wanted to use Krum –the main difference must 

be that Dumbledore genuinely loved Harry, despite trying not to (Rowling 295). This 

becomes evident when Dumbledore is talking to Harry after the latter loses his temper 

after seeing his godfather Sirius die in the Ministry of Magic: “You may, perhaps, have 

wondered why I never chose you as a prefect? I must confess... that I rather thought... 

you had enough responsibility to be going on with.” (Rowling 744).  

 In the sixth book we see their relationship between Dumbledore and Harry taken 

to a different level, when Dumbledore decides to take more of a decisive part in 

preparing Harry for his inevitable battle against Lord Voldemort. Up until then Harry 

had been kept on a strictly need to know level of information despite having proven 
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himself more than capable of handling much more than a mere sixteen-year-old ever 

should have to. The explanation for this was that apparently, he had to find out the last 

bits of information himself, for better understanding of its necessity and importance 

(Rowling 411).   

 The sorcerer and his apprentice is a term which is quite apt in their situation as 

Dumbledore was teaching Harry about the mystery that was Lord Voldemort, giving 

him the gift of knowledge like a figurative sword in his hand to understand and in the 

end defeat his formidable adversary, not to mention the very real sword of Gryffindor 

he leaves Harry in his will (Rowling 109). But in many ways their relationship 

surpasses that of sorcerer and apprentice because of who they inherently are as 

characters, and what they mean to each other.  

 As mentioned before, Harry was someone Dumbledore had to use and in the end 

sacrifice for the greater good to defeat the great evil Lord Voldemort was, he so admired 

Harry for his unflinching and unceasing ability to love, despite all he had been through, 

a power Dumbledore regarded above all else in him (Rowling 476). As many of 

Rowling’s characters, Dumbledore was both great and flawed as a person and leader, 

something readily pointed out by his own brother Aberforth (Rowling 452), who 

believes his brother only loves people or cares about them to the extent they are 

valuable to them (Guanio-Uluru 298). This is exploited drastically in Rita Skeeter’s 

autobiography The Life and Lies of Albus Dumbledore, which tells enough truth woven 

with lies to torture Harry enormously in his quest to find the Horcruxes. 

 For Harry, someone who has always been on his own until he came to 

Hogwarts. Who throughout the series wants to find what every orphan searches for at 

some point- a place to belong. This is something Hogwarts has brought him, along with 

the feeling of connection to parents he did not know. Early on Harry constructed an 

ideal figure of his father based on what people around him had told him and it becomes 

clear Harry is trying to live up to it - he put James on a pedestal. In the third book he 

sees James battle heroically with Voldemort to try and save his wife and son, as Harry 

hears from the dementors. He didn't know his father at all, so he is left with only what 

people tell him. James certainly was bright, brave, kind and loyal but he also went 

through a typical “idiot phase” where all of his successes went to his head, and he 

thought his superior disposition gave him the right to bully people for his own and his 

friends’ entertainment (Rowling 570).  
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 Up to a point Dumbledore has become a father figure of sorts to Harry, 

especially in the later books but both Sirius Black and Remus Lupin came to fill that 

role though they might not have been as present in Harry’s life as Dumbledore was. 

With Remus and Sirius, they had the predisposition to love and care for Harry because 

of their childhood friendship with James and then later with Lily as well (Rowling 591). 

Despite Harry and Dumbledore’s vast age differences, the Headmaster does fit the role 

of the father figure archetypal figure for Harry, a mentor for the story’s hero. He is 

portrayed as the strong male leader, which is by far most present in his life, though he 

gets more involved as Harry ages – giving him more information and preparing him for 

the ultimate fight. Like with many other works of literature that have this father figure 

teaching the hero, and especially in a bildungsroman, Dumbledore dies suddenly in the 

end of the sixth book before being able to complete giving Harry the knowledge he 

needed. This makes him lose his feet at first and then grow through the loss of someone 

so close to him (Rowling 387). 

The Betrayal of Rowling 

It is not possible to write an in-depth analysis on the Harry Potter world at this day and 

age without addressing the elephant in the room – Rowling’s tweeted opinions on trans 

people in tweets from June 2020 and people’s reaction to them. I admit I was reluctant 

to believe what people were saying about her solely because it was J.K. Rowling – one 

of my role models in life and creator of the Harry Potter Wizarding World I love so 

dearly. When I started to dive into this, I thought it might be part overreaction, since I 

had trouble believing Rowling of all people would send something like this into the 

world with the platform she has, as one of the most influential women in the world and 

an immense online following on social media. After looking at both sides of the matter I 

was as drastically disappointed in my idol as most of my fellow Harry Potter fans.  

 The books do hold up well since the first book came out more than twenty years 

ago, but there is one gaping difference in Rowling’s work compared to Young Adult 

fiction today, which is the complete absence of any romantic relationships between the 

students that do not fall into the heteronormative category. It is true that acceptance of 

the LGBTQ+ community has thankfully been on the rise during the last few years, and 

has been normalized in our society, pop culture and modern literature. Considering the 

amount of fan fiction on the internet pairing up some of the same sex character it is safe 

to say the modern reader finds this lack of any homosexual relationships highly unusual. 
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A study was performed in Sweden on the interest young people had for these 

same sex fanfiction – more commonly known as slash fiction. The results of the 

questionnaire showed the reason for the slash fiction’s popularity was for one, a lack of 

books about queer teenagers whose relationships are viewed as normal and the chance 

to explore your sexual preference is a part of the attraction towards slash fiction 

(Wikström and Olin-Scheller 92). 

The readers have taken it upon themselves to read between the lines and create 

fictional work on their own, with the most popular pairings being Remus Lupin and 

Sirius Black, Scorpius Malfoy and Albus Potter and finally Harry Potter and Draco 

Malfoy(‘Harry Potter’). The fact there are merely heterosexual relationships in the 

entire series while a good percentage of the fan fiction leans more towards non-binary 

and more variety in the characters sexual preference. It is something people have started 

noticing – particularly after her tweets and statements on trans people.  

 Up to a certain point I realise she is coming from a traumatic past which 

involved domestic abuse and sexual assault (‘JK Rowling Reveals She Is Survivor of 

Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault’), though I could never properly put myself in her 

shoes as I am lucky enough not to have suffered so in my life. But her essay and tweets 

are affecting people in a more drastic way than perhaps she could have imagined. For 

many of us her books were a guiding light and a moral compass, filled with characters 

we respected, loved, admired and strived to be more like in our lives. YouTuber and 

writer Jackson Bird who came out as trans and credited some of his courage to do so to 

the Harry Potter fandom, was disheartened by Rowling’s words and said in an interview 

with Variety; “For many, the anti-trans tweets she posted were a heartbreaking 

repudiation of the lessons steeped in the “Harry Potter” novels of empathy, 

egalitarianism and the power of love.” (Vary and Vary).  

Owen Jones who is a columnist for the Guardian responded to Rowling’s tweets, 

saying that for this explosion to happen in June. The month has become known as Pride 

Month which is dedicated to LGBTQ+ people all over the world in their struggle for 

equality, using one’s enormous platform to spread these ideas and opinions is horrible 

for people who are already harassed and an oppressed community (JK Rowling’s Tweets 

‘Biggest Slap in the Face’ Says Birmingham Trans Woman). 

 Being the author of a world-renowned series which for many people taught how 

important it was to be brave, true to yourself and to accept people from minority groups, 

this use of Rowling’s platform is terrible to witness, even with no personal stakes in the 
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matter. It tarnishes the good name of this amazing world she has created and all of the 

people it has helped and brought together. As Melissa Anelli, founder and CEO of 

Mischief Management who runs Harry Potter fan conventions, LeakyCon, said in an 

interview with Variety “You can’t really love something unless you can critique it. But 

if we can create a world where the Harry Potter community rises above and beyond the 

intolerant views of its author, then I think we can feel really proud of that.” (Vary and 

Vary) 

 The stars of the Wizarding World of Harry Potter like Daniel Radcliffe, Eddie 

Redmayne and Emma Watson made statements that they did not support Rowling’s 

views on transwomen, that people have the right to be who they are. Those people did 

not need yet another invalidation of their gender identities and hopefully this would not 

affect their experience of the books because it means something different to each and 

every reader, which is something that should be untouchable (‘Daniel Radcliffe 

Responds to J.K. Rowling’s Tweets on Gender Identity’). 

 I found Radcliffe’s words to be a comfort, because Melissa Anelli was right – 

this whole world and everything that has come from it no longer just Rowling’s (Vary 

and Vary). Everything around this fictional world that Rowling created has taken on a 

life of its own which is because of the readers, the fans who made Rowling’s words 

from the very first book come true; “There won’t be a child in this world who doesn’t 

know his name.” (Rowling 15). 

 

When All is Said and Done 
 
Given the fact that I read the Harry Potter series quite often and have yet to be beaten in 

Harry Potter trivia, the writing of this thesis has made me look at those books in a 

completely new light. Tearing off the rose-coloured glasses of my youth, considering its 

shortcomings, but additionally making me appreciate what is truly great about the books 

I still love so much. We only need to look around in our current society to see some of 

the influence the books have had, particularly on the generation categorized as 

Millennials. We are the ones who grew up with those books on our nightstands, eagerly 

reading in the pool of night light, long after our parents had thought we had fallen 

asleep and crying non-stop through the last chapters of Deathly Hallows. 
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The whole world of Harry Potter has taken on a life of its own within our world 

and helped shape a generation of individuals who are not afraid to speak up and protest 

to the status quo – if it need be changed or challenged. To trust in your own abilities, 

having the guts to be true to yourself and show bravery in the face of adversity along 

with the belief that love is one of the strongest forces in the world. The great influence 

the series has had on both this generation and our society is not unprecedented, as John 

D. Lindberg mentions in his chapter on literature and politics in his book The Bulletin of 

the Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association: “Conversely, important works of 

literature or whole literary movements have had profound effects on society by setting 

up or destroying taboos, conventions, and social prejudices, thus contributing to 

changes which in turn have brought about a social and political change.” (Lindberg 

163). 

Many of the world’s greatest writers of our time agree that the influence and 

fame of the series is here to stay. As Stephen King put so eloquently in his 2009 article 

for Entertainment Weekly, “My best guess is that he will indeed stand time’s test and 

wind up on a shelf where only the best are kept; I think Harry will take his place with 

Alice, Huck, Frodo, and Dorothy, and this is one series not just for the decade, but for 

the ages.” (‘Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix’) 

 I am more than certain that King is right with his prediction. I for one am 

grateful I got to experience the magic of that world and am happy about how it made me 

look at my own, which is why I believe the fandom will overcome the shortcomings of 

its author and carry on.  

 He is after all, the boy who lived.  
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