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Abstract  

This thesis attempts to analyze three characters from Harry Potter as they were adapted from 

novel to film. After the novels success they were subsequently adapted into films. There are 

noticeable differences both in the narrative as well as in the characters themselves as the 

medium of the story was changed. The story became more visual in the films and there was a 

time limit which means some elements in the story have to be cut or changed to fit this new 

format. That changes the way some characters were portrayed and their core elements were 

altered due to the story now becoming more visual. Ron Weasley, Hermione Granger and 

Ginny Weasley are all notable characters that were altered for the adaptation. There are a 

multitude of reasons as to why they were changed and how they were portrayed. There was 

favoritism involved and other people were now involved with the story, it was not just one 

author anymore. This all combined with the fact that the films were a Hollywood production 

means that the characters change to confirm to that format. From the distant love interest, the 

perfect know-it-all and the goofy, stupid best friend, these characters were not as they read in 

the novels.  
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1   Introduction 

The world of Harry Potter was created by author J.K.Rowling when her first novel Harry 

Potter and the Philosophers Stone, was published in 1997. By the 2000’s everyone knew of 

young Harry Potter and his story. It is then no surprise that the rights to make a movie were 

sold to Warner Brothers in 2000 and the first film came out in 2001 under director Chris 

Columbus and writer Steve Kloves. Kloves then went on to write the screenplay for most of 

the films. As with many adaptations there are things that have to be changed for it to come 

across right on screen as the medium of the work is changing. The films stay relatively true to 

the plot of the novels, there are however some major changes that make certain characters act 

differently than how they are portrayed in the novels. Those characters being Ron, Hermione 

and Ginny to name a few. The adaptation of them from novel to film are considered fairly 

inaccurate and do not do justice to how they were written in the novel. In an interview 

between Steve Kloves and J.K. Rowling it is discussed how Rowling was concerned that 

Kloves would be more preferential towards Ron as most people were at the time. He 

,however, expressed that his favorite was Hermione. Rowling was highly pleased with that 

she adores the character of Hermione because of her being so like herself (“Conversation 

Between JK Rowling and Steve Kloves (2011),” 2:00-2:50).  

         This is one example of how favoritism might have affected character development of 

Ron, for example. Many factors can be said to have affected the development and portrayal 

of these characters in the adaptations. By giving someone else the power of adapting a 

character that is already beloved and has set characteristics sounds like a daunting task. Some 

characters were completely removed in the adaptations, for example. In this thesis I will 

attempt to analyze the characters of Ron, Hermione and Ginny and what resulted in their 

adaptation. By looking from a feministic lens as well as adaptation theories I hope to be able 

to answer the question of why these characters became what they are in the films. There is a 

difference between films and novels and adapting a story in written form onto the big screen 

could be very difficult. There is this sense of fidelity that has to be followed. The story of 

Harry Potter already had a huge following before the film adaptations were made. Of the 

characters in the novels, the three that changed the most in the adaptation were Ron, 

Hermione and Ginny because of the favoritism of the author and screen writers as well as a 

feministic aspect that affected the two female characters.  
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2  Adapting in Theory 

Adapting a series of novels that are already a success and have a huge fanbase is a big task to 

undertake. The first four Harry Potter novels were already published before the first film was 

released. Being faithful to the plot might then be a priority like it was for the director of the 

first two films, Chris Columbus. There is ,however, the question of if being overly faithful is 

good or not. The notion that a film must have fidelity can be problematic as the question 

arises if a film can even be strictly faithful to its source material. The story is changing 

medium and is therefore automatically different (Stam 55). The fact remains that the more 

beloved the novel is the more likely it will face criticisms if it is not faithful enough. Chris 

Columbus acknowledged that as the director of the first two films. His want for the films to 

be faithful hampered them as trying to stay faithful to the novels would be impossible to do in 

this format. The directors of the films, after the first two, realized that staying completely true 

to the novels would be impossible (Heilman 276). Columbus’ determination to be faithful to 

the novels ,however, shows in the characters as there is not much difference in them in the 

first two films. There is still some favoritism shown in terms of some characters and the 

beginning of change to them is evident but not as obvious.  

 When adapting a novel into another format ,such as a film, there is a lot of 

condensing that needs to take place in order for a few hundred-page story to fit into two 

hours’ worth of watch time. When condensing the story there are often things that have to be 

left out. Characters are left out or combined with others, dialogue is switched and some 

subplots might be cut (Seger 2-3). The combining of characters or switching of dialogue is 

very evident in the Harry Potter films. Examples of this is the elimination of the character 

Peeves the poltergeist from the films and giving some of his lines and actions to the Weasley 

twins who are the pranksters in the story. Another example would be Hermione receiving 

some dialogue from other characters to make her seem more intelligent as is common in most 

of the films (Martínez & Mateu 134). As mentioned before the screen writer for most of the 

films, Steven Kloves, as well as the author herself, J.K.Rowling, were very fond of Hermione 

Granger. In the process of adapting the novels into films some characters ,like Hermione, 

take what is typical of them and are that to the extreme. For Hermione, for example, that 

would be intelligence. This affects other characters in the films as their narrative and dialogue 

is then changed to be someone else’s (Martínez & Mateu 142).  

 There are many factors that can affect the outcome of an adaptation. There is the fact 

that the story is changing form as it is no longer on the pages but on the screen. The longer 
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novels have to be condensed into a shorter format because no-one would sit through overly 

long children’s films if it were their first introduction into the world of Harry Potter. These 

limitations as well as the opinion of the people involved with the making of these film 

adaptations is what causes the characters to be portrayed differently from the novels. They 

have to be changed somewhat but at what cost? Some characters might be perceived 

completely different if a person were to read them from the novels or watch them in the 

films. A great example of that would be Ron Weasley. He was one of the most beloved 

characters when the novels were being released. He had his flaws of course and often treated 

his closest friend horribly but his attitudes mature as his character does. In an interview 

between Kloves and Rowling she was worried that he was going to say Ron was his favorite 

character because in her words “Ron is so easy to love.” Kloves however responded that his 

favorite was Hermione (“Conversation Between JK Rowling and Steve Kloves (2011),” 2:00-

2:50). It seems as if this love of Hermione affected the growth of other characters such as 

Ron and Ginny. Kloves was responsible for the screenwriting of most of the films so it was 

his influence that marked all the characters. There are many things that resulted in the change 

of the three characters being analyzed in this thesis and will be discussed further in separate 

chapters. 

3  Ron Weasley 

One of the main characters from the Harry Potter universe is Ron Weasley. He is the first 

student at Hogwarts that Harry befriends and is his best friend throughout the novels along 

with Hermione Granger. Ron is described as being very loyal to his friends but also very 

jealous. He is the youngest of six sons and is often cast into the shadows of their 

achievements. Even though he is the youngest son he is not the youngest Weasley. His sister 

Ginny is the only girl in the family and therefor gets a bit more attention than he would. That 

in turn is another reason his jealousy and self-esteem issues grow as he gets older. He then 

befriends one of the most famous young wizards of their time, Harry Potter, and is further 

cast into the shadows of his achievements as well. Despite his jealousy and low self-esteem, 

Ron remains loyal to his friends with some hiccups along the way. His actions throughout the 

novels show that his character is kind and that he would die for his friends as shown on many 

occasion like when he sacrifices himself in a giant chess match so that his friends can go on 

and stop Snape (as they thought at the time) from stealing the philosophers stone (Rowling, 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 205-6). He is one of the members of the “golden 

trio” as it is named in the novels. Ron, Harry and Hermione compose this friendship group 
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that stays strong throughout the novels. His characteristic loyalty and love for his friends is 

shown throughout them as well. His trek into the forbidden forest in the second novel with 

Harry to find Aragog even though he is terrified of spiders (Rowling, Chamber of Secrets 

201-8) and his statement that Sirius Black would have to kill him too if he wanted to get to 

Harry in the third novel (Rowling, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban 249). All these 

instances show how extremely loyal and dedicated Ron is to his friends and to his family 

even though he sometimes does not show it.  

 Even though one of Ron Weasley’s characteristics is his loyalty and love towards his 

friends, he is not without fault. He displays bouts of jealousy due to his inferiority complex as 

he is the youngest boy in a big family even though he is not the youngest member, has little 

to no money and is best friends with a very clever witch and a very famous wizard. Examples 

of this characteristic can be seen in the fourth novel. Ron becomes very jealous of Harry 

becoming the second Hogwarts champion and he stops talking to him (Rowling, Harry Potter 

and the Goblet of Fire 251-2). He does see the error of his way and lets go of his grudge 

eventually but this shows the complexity of his character and the inner demons he struggles 

with. All his characteristics are shown in depth in the novels as he grows and matures through 

them. In J.K. Rowling’s own words “Ron is so easy to love.”(“Conversation Between JK 

Rowling and Steve Kloves (2011),” 2:00-2:50) Ron was a very popular character before the 

movies came out and for good reason. He is the introduction into the wizarding world, not 

only for Harry Potter but also for the readers. His knowledge of the wizarding world is 

integral to the narrative of the novels as it gives the reader insight into how it works. Ron 

Weasley, as a character in the novels, is extremely loveable and easy to relate to. His 

dedication to his friends is great even though he has his faults. The question then is, how 

different is he in the film adaptation compared to the novel and why? What is it that made it 

so that the popularity of this character changed so drastically when the films came out? In the 

next chapter, Ron Weasley’s adaptation will be dissected and a discussion will be had on how 

his differences affect the narrative of the story and how readers know him to be. There will 

also be a discussion on how Hermione and Ron are given different dialogue that change how 

they can be viewed compared to the novels.  
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3.1  The Comedic Relief 

By analyzing the characteristics of Ron Weasley in the novels and in the films there is quite a 

bit of difference that can be seen. While his purpose in the novels is to be the loyal best friend 

to Harry and Hermione that serves as an insight to the wizarding world, the film version of 

him seems to be used as a form of comedic relief. Comedic relief is a plot devise in which a 

character or scene lightens the mood and offers some humor after a particularly dramatic or 

hard moment in the film. It is there to provide the audience with a bit of a break from the 

more dramatic content and make the film more lighthearted (Masterclass “Guide to Comic 

Relief: 9 Examples of Comic Relief Characters”). On that note, there are scenes added that do 

not occur in the novels that are used for that reason, to lighten the mood of the film and 

possibly make it more family friendly. Take for example the scene with the devils snare in 

the first novel and subsequently the first film. In the novel, Ron keeps his head on and is the 

one to remind Hermione of the fact that she is a witch or as he puts it:  

“Devil’s Snare, Devil’s Snare . . . what did Professor Sprout say? — it likes the dark 

and the damp —' 

'So light a fire!' Harry choked. 

'Yes — of course — but there’s no wood!' Hermoine cried, wringing her hands. 

'HAVE YOU GONE MAD?' Ron bellowed. 'ARE YOU A WITCH OR NOT?’ 

(Rowling, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 202) 

This is not how the scene goes in the film. In the film it is Hermione who realizes instantly 

what to do and tells the boys that they have to stay still in order to get out of the Devils Snare. 

Both Harry and Hermione manage it but Ron continues to wriggle and becomes more 

intertwined with the plant. In the end it is Hermione who rescues him with a spell aimed at it. 

All Ron has to say after this ordeal is “Lucky we didn’t panic.” (Columbus, Harry Potter and 

the Philosophers Stone) In this scene the viewer can see how brilliant and clever Hermione is 

while Ron acts like a blundering idiot but that is the comedic relief of him. His actions in this 

scene are comedic and silly unlike the outburst of helpful advice he gives Hermione in the 

novel.  

 As the films progress there seems to be more of a change in the character of Ron 

Weasley and his attitudes towards his friends as well as his personality. A great example of 

this is the fight scene between Harry and Ron in Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. 

Emotions are high because of the situation they are in, they have been sleeping in a tent for a 

while and have had little to no food. There is also the fact that they now have a horcrux that is 
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affecting their mood and behavior. In the novel, the trio have just overheard a conversation 

between a group of people outside their tent. That conversation leads Harry and Hermione to 

realize how to destroy the horcruxes. The only thing Ron took from that conversation 

however is that his sister Ginny had to serve detention in the forbidden forest. “Didn’t you 

hear what they said about my sister? But you don’t give a rat’s fart, do you, it’s only the 

Forbidden Forest, Harry-I’ve-Faced-Worse Potter doesn’t care what happens to her in here – 

well, I do, all right, giant spiders and mental stuff.”(Rowling, Harry Potter and the Deathly 

Hallows 253) This conversation goes differently in the films and is more dramatic. It sheds a 

very bad light on Ron as a character. For starters, the trio does not overhear any conversation 

but Hermione finds a way to destroy horcruxes from a book and she and Harry discuss that. 

The fight starts because Ron is not thrilled to have to find another thing now. The quote that 

drives them, Ron and Harry, to physically fight is “you’re parents are dead, you have no 

family.” (Yates, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows-Part 1) This blatantly contradicts his 

feelings towards Harry as being a part of his family. It makes the fight more dramatic but at 

the cost of Ron as a character. There are many more examples of the differences between 

book Ron and film Ron but these two show the development of his character from book to 

film and the great changes that were made to his characteristics. There also seems to be this 

divide between Ron and Hermione from book to film. There are some lines that Hermione 

gets in the films that were Ron’s in the novel to possibly make her seem stronger and more 

devoted. Ron’s attitude towards Hermione is also different as he seems meaner to her in the 

films compared to the books and their relationship’s development has changed. These topics 

will be analyzed in the next chapter.  

 

3.2  Ron vs. Hermione 

Ron and Hermione are Harry Potters best friends and are mostly there through thick and thin. 

There is however a clear preference towards the character of Hermione in the films than there 

is in the novels. As stated previously, the screen writer for most of the films Steve Kloves 

was very fond of Hermione and that shows. There cannot ,however, be a discussion on book 

Ron vs. film Ron without mentioning Hermione Granger. There are many scenes in the films 

that serve to make Hermione seem intelligent and strong while making Ron out to be less 

than what he is in the novels. A scene that perfectly describes this happens in the third novel 

and subsequent film adaptation. In the novel, Ron, Hermione and Harry have just discovered 

Sirius Black in the Shrieking Shack and they think he wants to kill Harry.  
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“Without knowing what he was doing, he started forward, but there was a sudden 

movement on either side of him and two pairs of hands grabbed him and held him 

back. ‘No, Harry!’ Hermione gasped in a petrified whisper; Ron, however, spoke to 

Black. 

‘If you want to kill Harry, you'll have to kill us too!’ he said fiercely, though the effort 

of standing upright was draining him of still more color, and he swayed slightly as he 

spoke. Something flickered in Black’s shadowed eyes 

‘Lie down,’ he said quietly to Ron. ‘You will damage that leg even more.’ 

‘Did you hear me?’ Ron said weakly, though he was clinging painfully to Harry to 

stay upright. ‘You'll have to kill all three of us!’”(Rowling, Harry Potter and the 

Prisoner of Azkaban 249) 

This scene shows the steadfastness Ron has to his friends. He is willing to defend them even 

though he is in pain and might damage his leg. He is portrayed completely different in the 

films. In the film version of this scene, Ron can be seen whimpering in the background as 

Hermione takes a stand between them and Sirius and says the line given to Ron in the novel 

(Cuarón, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban). The change of this scene from novel to 

film shows how the producers and screen writer wanted these characters to come across as. 

Hermione as the strong leading female character that stands up to the villain and defeats evil 

and Ron as the funny guy in the background.  

 In the novel, Ron is supposed to be the insight into the Wizarding world for both 

Harry and Hermione as well as the reader. Harry and Hermione both grow up with muggles 

(non-magical people) and therefor know very little about the culture and prejudice that is a 

part of the Wizarding world. In the films, however, there are some scenes where Ron should 

be the one explaining the why and how of the Wizarding world but it being given to 

Hermione instead. An example of this can be seen in the second film, Harry Potter and the 

Chamber of Secrets. It is the instance when the word mudblood is first used by Draco Malfoy 

as he spits it at Hermione. In both the novel and the film there is an uproar at this much to 

Harry’s surprise because he does not know the meaning behind it. In the novel it is Ron who 

explains to both Harry and Hermione, because she does not know the meaning of it either, 

what it means. "Mudblood's a really foul name for someone who is Muggle-born — you 

know, non-magic parents. There are some wizards — like Malfoy's family — who think 

they're better than everyone else because they're what people call pure-blood."(Rowling, 89) 

In the films it is Hermione who explains the term to Harry as Ron sits in the background, 

throwing up slugs and moaning (Columbus, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets). It is 
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strange that Hermione would know what the word “mudblood” means as she did not grow up 

in the Wizarding world and therefor does not know the culture of it. It seems that the film 

makers were trying to make Hermione seem more clever and stronger than she actually is 

which again is being taken away from Ron.  The narrative of Ron and Hermione clashing as 

friend also seems to be amplified in the films compared to the novels. They have a very fiery 

relationship in the novels but it is portrayed differently in the films. There is a moment in the 

novel when Severus Snape, the potions master of Hogwarts, insults Hermione by calling her 

“an insufferable know-it-all.” The whole class but more importantly Ron react accordingly. 

“It was a mark of how much the class loathed Snape that they were all glaring at him, 

because every one of them had called Hermione a know-it-all at least once, and Ron, who 

told Hermione she was a know-it-all at least twice a week, said loudly, “You asked us a 

question and she knows the answer! Why ask if you don’t want to be told?”” (Rowling, 

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban 129) The same thing happens in the films, where 

Snape calls Hermione an insufferable know-it-all but there Ron reacts by saying “He’s got a 

point, you know.”(Cuarón, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban) Their fiery, although 

sometimes problematic, relationship is not the same in the films like it is in the novels. Their 

characteristics have been changed and it shows in the films. In the next chapters, Hermione 

Granger will be discussed in depth and her adaptation will be analyzed. 

 

4  Hermione Granger 

Hermione Granger is described as a bushy haired know-it-all with a big heart and she is the 

third part of the Golden Trio. She is muggle born and therefor does not grow up in the 

wizarding world like Ron. This in turn makes her unaware of many societal prejudices and 

customs present in this world but that does not stop her from trying to read all about it. She is 

extremely clever and talented and has little problems when it comes to learning new things. 

In the novels, her flaws are more prominent than in the films. She is extremely stubborn and 

strong willed which shows itself often in her arguments with Ron and in some cases, Harry. 

She is however, like most Gryffindors, very loyal to the people she loves and fights for the 

rights of those she deems less fortunate and weaker than most. The more prominent of those 

fights is her fight for elvish welfare in which she is fighting for more benefits for house elves. 

Her being a muggle born shows in this fight because she does not know how house elves 

work. It is true that many of them are poorly treated but in turn, most of them want to serve 

witches and wizards and enjoy it immensely. She even goes as far as to leave knitted hats and 
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socks for the house elves of Hogwarts hidden so that they would pick them up accidentally. 

Her heart is in the right place but she stubbornly refuses to accept that what she is doing is 

inherently wrong.  

 In the novels, Hermione Granger has flaws that the reader can see throughout 

reading. She is stubborn and does not like breaking rules set by people or institutions she 

admires. There is also the fact that even though she and the boys (Harry and Ron) are very 

close, when it comes down to things Harry and Ron are closer than she will ever be to them. 

She is the brains of the trio and her whit and knowledge are what save them on multiple 

occasions. Even though her knowledge is immense and her power is great she is still human 

and in the novels that shows. She has flaws and she often has a falling out with the boys 

simply because of her stubborn nature and unwillingness to break the rules if it is not 

necessary. These characteristics do not seem to come through in the adaptation of her 

character for the films. Many fans and critics seem to find her too perfect. As stated 

previously, in an interview between the screen writer of most of the films, Steve Kloves, and 

J.K. Rowling the author of the novels, Hermione is a favorite of Kloves as well as Rowling 

herself (“Conversation Between JK Rowling and Steve Kloves (2011),” 2:00-2:50). Because 

of this, Hermione often comes across as being too perfect and her knowledge is often greater 

than it should be. The term “Mary Sue” could be put hand in hand with the adapted version of 

Hermione Granger. According to the dictionary a “Mary Sue” is “(originally in fan fiction) a 

type of female character who is depicted as unrealistically lacking in flaws or weaknesses.” 

(“Mary Sue”).  Rowling has often stated that she sees Hermione as her younger self and 

therefor it is no surprise that she is favored in the film adaptation in which Rowling had a 

hand in. In the next chapters, the adaptation of Hermione Granger will be discussed. 

Feminism in terms of her adaptation will be looked into and a discussion on weather her 

character can be seen as a feministic icon or not will be had.  

  

4.1  A Feminist Icon? 

When analyzing both the versions of Hermione portrayed in the novels and the films, there 

comes up a discussion on feminism and if Hermione as a character could be considered 

feministic or not. The novel is written mainly from the perspective of a male character as 

Harry Potter is the protagonist. Rowling has, however, stated that her feminist conscience 

goes into Hermione as she is partly modelled after herself (Alexander 16). There are many 

seemingly strong female characters at first glance of the novel, but how do they translate on-
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screen when the male gaze is present. By changing how the characters in the novels are seen 

or from novel to film, they had to have some changes and be condensed to fit the time frame. 

Thus, these characters, such as Hermione Granger, lose depth and certain features they have 

in the novels. When discussing these changes and the fact that when Hermione was changed 

to fit the films time frame as it is a different medium to the novel, there needs to be a 

discussion regarding feminism and how female characters are often portrayed due to the male 

gaze. The male gaze is the concept that, because the film industry is so inherently male, all 

images in cinema are through male perception (Alexander 18). Hermione Granger was 

written by a woman and is therefore written from a woman's perspective. For the films, 

however, the producers were male, and the screenwriter was male. Even though they might 

not intend on it, they are writing her from a man's perspective and might then have some 

ingrained misogynistic ideas even though they might not realize it. One of Hermione's critical 

differences when analyzing her character in both novel and film is who wrote her and through 

what lenses the audience sees her. 

             Compared to the novel, where the reader has to imagine what they are reading, films 

are more visual, and the way the characters look is important. When Emma Watson was cast 

as the role for Hermione, there was some controversy about whether she fit the role many 

knew and loved. Because this film series was anticipated to do well in the box office, more 

effort was put into having the films fit studio standards. In other words, aestheticism and 

visual presentation were more important than sticking to the script, so to speak (Alexander 

18-19). In the novels, Hermione is described as a bushy-haired know-it-all with large front 

teeth and brown eyes. This is not how she is seen in the films. The actress who plays her, 

Emma Watson, is conventionally beautiful, unlike Hermione in the novels. This is because 

the films are way more visual than the novels are and therefore having attractive looking 

people would be preferable. This takes away from Hermione's character as she could have 

been seen as more relatable in the novels compared to the films. One fan wrote in a blog post 

that she was disappointed that Emma Watson was cast as Hermione as Emma is this adorable 

girl that looks nothing like the "dowdy geek" she is seen as in the novels. She says that it sent 

a negative message to all the "real dorks" as to how they could live up to this image of being 

a geek if this adorable girl was seen as one in the films (Alexander 18). She is a very clever 

girl both in novel and film, but her cleverness seems to have been amplified in the films. 

Some examples have already been shown, like when she is the only one who knows what the 

devils snare is and saves both Harry and Ron or when she knows what "mudblood" means 

even though she is muggle-born and should not know. These instances amplify her status as 
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the knowledgeable one while also making Ron Weasley out to be a fool, as stated in the 

chapter on this subject. Then, why did her character change so much and become more 

knowledgeable than in the novels? These are entirely different portrayals and should 

therefore be analyzed. First, to find out the reason behind this change and then explain how it 

could have come to be. Hermione Granger is a strong and powerful witch that has her flaws 

and is often too stubborn to accept them in the novels. In the films, she is the perfect woman 

who knows almost too much and is often the main character, above Harry Potter. The reasons 

for this will be analyzed in the next chapter. 

 

4.2  Mary Sue 

In an interview about the women of Harry Potter, J.K. Rowling says that Hermione is an 

exaggeration of her. She is her most beloved character (“JK Rowling on the perfect Hermione 

in Emma Watson,” 0:10-0:15). It is no surprise then that she seems so perfect in the films. 

The definition of a Mary Sue is that in fanfiction, she is most often the idealized version of 

the author (“Mary Sue”). If the films are looked at as fanfiction, it may seem obvious why 

Hermione seems so unflawed and perfect besides the fact that the screenwriter Steve Kloves 

adored the character. Rowling saw so much of herself in Hermione's character that she may 

have glanced over the fact that she seems to be too perfect in the films and is almost the main 

character in both the third and the seventh films. In an interview with the Sunday Times, 

Rowling exclaims 

"I know that Hermione is incredibly recognizable to a lot of readers and yet you don't 

see a lot of Hermiones in film or on TV except to be laughed at. I mean that the 

intense, clever, in some ways not terribly self-aware, girl is rarely the heroine and I 

really wanted her to be the heroine. She is part of me, although she is not wholly me. I 

think that is how I might have appeared to people when I was younger, but that is not 

really how I was inside." (West) 

This might be one reason why all the "flaws" Hermione has in the novels that serve to deepen 

her character are not present in the films. Her ignorance regarding house-elves and her want 

to set them free when they do not want to. She even went so far as to hide clothes in the 

Gryffindor common room though Ron made sure they were visible (Rowling, Harry Potter 

and the Order of the Phoenix 230-231). This aspect that later plays a role in the relationship 

between Ron and Hermione is nowhere to be found in the films.  
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             The relationship between Harry and Hermione also seems stronger in the films than 

in the novels. This is because J.K. Rowling did not like the relationship between Ron and 

Hermione after writing the novels. She says, "I wrote the Hermione/Ron relationship as a 

form of wish fulfilment. That's how it was conceived, really (West)." She continues by 

adding, "In some ways Hermione and Harry are a better fit (West)". This can be seen in the 

films as Harry and Hermione are closer than they are in the novels. The scene in which 

Hermione goes off crying after Ron and Lavender kiss in the common room. Harry finds her 

in an abandoned classroom in the novels and finds the whole thing incredibly awkward. "He 

had no idea what to say to her. He was just wondering whether there was any chance that she 

had not noticed Ron, that she had merely left the room because the party was a little too 

rowdy, when she said, in an unnaturally high-pitched voice, 'Ron seems to be enjoying the 

celebrations.' (Rowling, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, 282)". In the novels, Harry 

has previously stated that he and Hermione are not as close as he and Ron are, which this 

scene shows off perfectly. This moment is more intimate in the films as Hermione asks Harry 

about Ginny and how he feels when he sees her with Dean (Yates, Harry Potter and the Half-

Blood Prince). Their chemistry is more intense and believable in the films compared to the 

relationship of Hermione and Ron. They seemingly end up together in the films solely 

because it is what happens in the novels. There are many reasons why Hermione's character 

is so different from novel to film, and these are only some of them. However, the main one is 

that both Rowling and Kloves adored her, and she, therefore, got some preferential treatment 

and became almost too clever and too perfect. There are many instances where her cleverness 

exceeds what it is in the novels. Some things she should not know and does not in the novels 

she then knows in the films. This often affects the other characters around her as she gets 

some of their lines in the films, such as with Ron. Hermione and Ron are both one of the 

main characters of the novels and films; however, one minor character goes through much 

change when she is translated from novel to film, and that is Ginny Weasley. 

5  Ginny Weasley  

Ginny Weasley is the youngest of the Weasley children and the only girl of the siblings. In 

the novels, she starts as Ron's younger sister, who has a massive crush on Harry and is 

overall shy and reserved. Her character does not develop much until book five. There she has 

become more outgoing and popular. She is incredibly headstrong and does not like to be told 

what to do as she has become so independent. She is not only there to become Harry's love 

interest because her character has depth and grows throughout the novels. She is one of the 
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many strong female characters in the novels as a woman wrote her. She is described as 

having a knack for hexing people that anger her, and she is incredibly talented on the 

Quidditch pitch. These characteristics are very apparent in the novels as they go on and as her 

character becomes more important. She is often a rock to Harry, and their chemistry is very 

noticeable as the novels go on, and he stops seeing her as only being Ron's little sister and as 

more of an individual. She sometimes seems to know him better than he knows himself. She 

is, for example, the one who helps him realize that he was not being possessed by Voldemort 

as she had once been (Rowling, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 441). In the films, 

Harry turn to Sirius for advice instead of Ginny (Yates, Harry Potter and the Order of the 

Phoenix). It is such a vulnerable scene in the novels as Ginny opens up about how it was to 

be possessed by Voldemort. It takes away from her character, not having it in the films, and 

the depth she has in the novels is diminished by it. She is also an integral part of 

Dumbledore's Army and goes with him to the Ministry of Magic to fight the death eaters. She 

shows no fear when confronted with danger and despises being babied by her mother because 

of her age because she knows she is more than capable of fighting.  How does this strong 

female character turn out when being adapted from page to screen? As previously stated, the 

screenwriter and directors were men and her character was then adapted by men even though 

Rowling had a hand in it.  

             Ginny Weasley is the woman Harry Potter marries, as we find out in the last novel. 

That is, however, not all she is. She is an integral part of the story in the novels. Many scenes 

show her personality and importance not only to Harry but also to the novels' narrative. It is 

surprising then to see how different she is in the films compared to the novels. She seems to 

only be in the films for one thing, which is to serve as Harry Potter's love interest. She does 

not have much dialogue in earlier films until her relationship with Harry is explored in the 

sixth film, and there, her dialogue is limited. Her relationships with other boys and her 

coming out of her shell are not portrayed in the films as they are in the novels. It is explained 

that the reason she starts talking to Harry is because Hermione told her to stop pining after 

him and to look past him (Rowling, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 647). Harry's 

and Ginny's relationship and their chemistry, not unlike Hermione and Ron's, is impacted due 

to the bond that Harry and Hermione seemingly have in the films. As mentioned, both the 

screenwriter and Rowling herself loved the idea of Harry and Hermione ending up together, 

which negatively affects these characters' relationships. There seem to be some scenes in the 

films that try to show off how strong a witch Ginny is, but they are out of place in terms of 

the films' narrative. In the following chapters, the character of Ginny will be discussed and 
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analyzed both through a feministic lens and to understand how and why her character is so 

different from novel to film. 

 

5.1  The Motherly Love Interest  
Throughout the novels, Ginny Weasley become more than Ron’s younger sister as she 

develops. Her character become integral to the later novels. As mentioned, Ginny is the one 

who helps Harry realize he is not being possessed by Voldemort. She is also the one who 

come up with the name of Dumbledore’s Army for the secret defense club that Harry and 

Hermione start (Rowling, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 347). Ginny’s 

developments as a feministic character start after the second novel when she is being 

possessed by Voldemort’s diary. That could also be seen as Rowling showing how men can 

take away the capacity of young impressionable women and do not hesitate in taking 

advantage of their trust. Ginny never lets that kind of abuse occur again after that and 

becomes more than just the younger sister of Ron (Banu & Mahanagiri 294). This is not 

portrayed in the films, partly because it is hard to condense the narrative of a novel into a 

shorter and more visual format. She barely gets any dialogue in the films at all. She is not the 

one to come up with the name of Dumbledore’s Army in the films and her triumphs on the 

Quidditch pitch are not described at all. In the novels it comes as a surprise when Ginny’s 

flying and Quidditch skill come to light in the fifth book, Harry Potter and the Order of the 

Phoenix. In explanation, Hermione says “’She’s been breaking into your broom shed in the 

garden since the age of six and taking each of your brooms out in turn when you weren’t 

looking,’ said Hermione from behind her tottering pile of Ancient Rune books. ‘Oh,’ said 

George, looking mildly impressed. ‘Well — that’d explain it.’” (Rowling, 506). In the films 

there is no explanation as to why Ginny is on the Quidditch team but in the sixth film she and 

Harry seem to be the only ones on it when the try outs are held. She does show some 

authority by shouting for silence but was that only added to make her seem stronger that her 

portrayal is(Yates, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince)? In the novels, Ginny’s dating 

life is explored as she decides not to pine over Harry anymore and live her life. She is 

exploring her sexuality and does not take kindly to Ron trying to control it. "Let's get this 

straight once and for all. It's none of your business who I go out with or what I do with 

them.(Rowling, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 268)" She tells Ron this after he 

discovers her and her then boyfriend Dean Thomas making out in an abandoned corridor. It 

shows how in control Ginny is of her body and mind and that she does what she wants and 
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not what the men want her to do. This is not portrayed in the films as Ginny seem more 

vulnerable and weak compared to her characteristics in the novels. Her relationship with 

Dean consist of her crying a lot as if to show how she is not meant to be with him but with 

Harry instead. 

 The relationship between Harry and Ginny is also portrayed differently than how it 

comes across in the novels. There is more room to delve into the relationship in the novels as 

the reader sees inside Harry’s head and can follow along his realization of loving Ginny 

Weasley, the little sister of his best mate. It would be harder to make those thoughts clear in 

the films as there is no narrator to explain Harry’s thoughts and feelings. In attempt to show 

their budding relationship, there are scenes added to the films that come across forced and 

awkward and don not line up with the characters in the novels. In one scene, Harry and Ginny 

meet in the staircase of the Burrow and Ginny ties the laces for Harry which can be perceived 

as extremely out of character for Ginny (Yates, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince). She 

is incredibly independent and strong willed in the novels and would therefor never be 

portrayed as a servant or a possible mother figure. In the same film, there is also a scene in 

which Ginny feeds Harry some pie over Christmas break (Yates, Harry Potter and the Half-

Blood Prince). She is again portrayed in a serving, almost motherly role in the films which 

might also explain how different their first kiss is from novel to film. In the novel, Harry has 

just finished detention with Snape on the day of the final Quidditch match which is why he 

has to miss playing it. He wanted to use the opportunity to become closer to Ginny as she and 

Dean have now split up. With a heavy heart, he goes to the Gryffindor common room only to 

be greeted by cheering people as the Gryffindor Quidditch team had won the championship. 

In the heat of the moment, Ginny runs towards Harry to embrace him but Harry instead 

decides to kiss her. There is a moment of recognition between Harry and Ron in which Ron 

gives his “approval” that Ginny would never have needed but was important for Harry 

(Rowling, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 499). That is not the way it happens in the 

films. Ginny is again given an almost serving, motherly role as she helps Harry hide the 

potions book he had been using because it contained a spell that gravely injured Draco 

Malfoy. The scene between them is more gentle than in the novels as a sweet song plays 

while Ginny hides the book. She makes Harry close his eyes and then she kisses him and 

disappears (Yates, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince). The scene does not carry as 

much passion as the one in the novel and as the films do, portray Ginny as more of a 

motherly type to Harry rather than a love interest.  
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5.2  The Other Ginny 

The relationship between Harry Potter and Ginny Weasley is explored quite a lot in the 

novels. It is explained how Ginny went from not being able to speak in front of Harry 

because of her crush on him to her becoming the strong female character that Harry falls for 

in later novels. With adapting the story from one medium to another, it comes as no surprise 

that the relationship is not explore quite as much as it was in the novels simply due to the fact 

that in films the content has to be shortened to fit the time frame. This is one of the reasons 

both the relationship between Harry and Ginny and the character of Ginny are so different 

from novel to film. One other reason why the relationship between them is not as convincing 

is the same thing that takes away from the relationship between Hermione and Ron and that 

is the portrayal of the relationship of Harry and Hermione. Their chemistry in the films is 

greater than the one between Harry and Ginny or Hermione and Ron and that in turn takes 

away from the integrity of it. Both Ginny and Ron seem to lose much of their personality 

from the novels while Hermione gains it. Both Hermione and Ginny are supposedly these 

empowering female characters that have their differences and flaws but are relatable. The 

love of Rowling and Kloves for Hermione not only make her character almost perfect but 

takes away from many others like Ginny. There are many scenes which show the 

characteristic of Ginny and her development from Ron’s quiet and shy sister to the fiery 

woman she becomes. One such scene happens in the fourth novel as both Harry and Ron 

have been rejected the girls they wanted to go to the Yule Ball with and are discussing their 

options in the common room with Ginny by their side. They start laughing at the fact that 

Hermione rejected Neville’s invitation to the ball as she is already going with someone else 

and who would actually go with Neville to the ball. As Hermione walks in, Ginny says 

“’Because – oh, shut up laughing, you two – because they’ve both just been turned down by 

girls they asked to the ball!’”(Rowling, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire 348) Then when 

Ginny is asked to go with Harry to the ball she turns him down because Neville asked her to 

go even though she would have loved to have gone with Harry. Her loyalty and cheek are 

both shown in this scene which does not happen in the films. In the films she is shown 

dancing with Neville at the ball and no explanation is given as to why they are there together 

(Newell, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire). Ginny and the important scenes showing her 

character development seem to have been forgotten when making the films. 

 Ginny Weasley is the youngest of the Weasley children and the only girl of six 

brothers. She is therefore overly protected by her mother and her brothers. That does not stop 
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her from being an extremely powerful and capable witch and most of her family seems to 

underestimate that. The reason she was chosen to be a member of the Slug Club, the group of 

students that Slughorn deems to be most likely to become great witches and wizards later in 

life, is because of her abilities as a witch. There are no explanations given to her presence in 

the club in the films. Ginny Weasley is shown as weaker and more emotional in the films 

compared to the novels. She is often shown crying in the sixth film because of her 

relationship with Dean and how they are always fighting. In the novels, Harry mentions how 

he likes that she does not cry because of her understanding of the situations. Having her show 

so much emotion in the films takes away from her strength as a female character and make 

the importance of her relationship with Dean and subsequently Harry greater. The reason 

Ginny broke up with Dean in the novels is because she found him to be to chivalrous, she did 

not need help from him as her independence was to great. With J.K. Rowling being an 

outspoken feminist, it comes as a surprise that the film adaptation of Ginny is not utilized 

more as a feministic character. She is portrayed as emotional and withdrawn and only there to 

serve as the sister of Ron and the future wife of Harry. It takes away from the powerhouse her 

character actually is. She is fierce and powerful and incredibly independent. She is more 

present in the novels compared to the films and her importance is clear as she becomes so 

much more that Ron’s sister and Harry’s love interest. Her adaptation does not serve her 

character justice as the difference is greater than that of Hermione and Ron.  
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6  Conclusion 

In adapting a novel into a film there will always be differences as the two are not the same 

creative medium. The novel uses words and explanation to show the story through the readers 

imagination as well as having the opportunity to be as long as it wants to be. In films the 

content is entirely visual and the story being told is in a different format. This affects the way 

the characters are portrayed. By analyzing Ron, Hermione and Ginny, there are clear 

indicators that Steve Kloves the screenwriter and Rowling herself both favored Hermione 

which affected the way her character was adapted as well as took away from the other 

characters. Some important core elements of these characters were changed to better fit the 

adapted version as it was a big budget production. There are many elements and scenes that 

have to be cut in order to fit the new time frame and medium of the adaptation, there were, 

however, many important character traits changed and molded to create these new characters. 

What remained were loose interpretations of the characters from the novels, some changed 

for comedic effect, others because of favoritism. By changing the format and having other 

people involved in the writing of the story, which were mostly men, it affected the 

personalities and actions of these characters. Ron, Hermione and Ginny became different 

characters in the film adaptation because of this. They were only whispers of the original 

characters, made to entertain instead of telling a story.  
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